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Title: 
A major national survey reveals the drinking, smoking and other drug habits among 
younger and older Australians 

First Broadcast: June, 2017 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:25 

Script: Not Available 

Audio: http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/news/audio/twt/201705/twt-2017-06-01-drugrates.mp3 

Summary: 
A major national survey has just been released showing changes in the drinking, 
smoking and other drug habits among younger and older Australians since the survey  
was last conducted 9 years before. 

Interviewee(s) 
• Matthew James, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
• Assoc. Prof. Nicole Ezard, St Vincent's Hospital Alcohol & Drug Service  
• Emeritus Professor Simon Chapman, Sydney University 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
pay attention to, take notice of  
act in opposition  
available, usable  
decrease, reduction  
how something is thought about or 
understood 

 

size, extent of something  
stop oneself from doing or enjoying 
something 

 

unlawful, illegal  
weaken, make less effective  
worried about or concerned with 
something 

 

 

heed a warning (v) 
illicit substance (adj) 
abstain from alcohol (v) 
disposable income (adj) 
health conscious (adj) 
decline in use (v) 
magnitude of the problem (n) 
public perception (n) 
counter a tax rise (v) 
undermine a tax increase (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Which age and gender groups in Australia are drinking more alcohol do you think? 
Ø Which are drinking less? 
Ø A small proportion of people drink most of the alcohol consumed in Australia. Why is this a concern? 
Ø What harm does alcohol cause? 
Ø What do you think has happened to smoking rates in Australia? 
Ø What has the government done to reduce the rate of smoking? 
Ø Is it important for the government to take action to reduce drug and alcohol use in society? What 

should be done?  

 
PRE-LISTENING 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
• The proportion of Australian teenagers abstaining from alcohol has significantly increased   / 

decreased. 
 

• Young people are having their first sip of alcohol at … an earlier age  /  a later age. 
 
• A lower   /  higher proportion of 12 to 24 year olds are consuming five or more standard drinks in a 

sitting per month. 
 
• A worrying trend is that a greater number of younger people   /  older people in Australia are 

drinking at risky levels. 
 
• Twice as likely to consume two or more drinks a day are Australian men  /  women. 
 
• Even though there has been a decline in use, which drug do you think was perceived to be the 

biggest problem by the community?  
a. Alcohol               b. Tobacco             c. Methamphetamines                d. Heroin 
 

• For the first time in two decades, what rates have not changed since the last survey? ……………………… 
  
  
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. According to the latest survey conducted in 2016, the average age of a young person when they take 

their first sip of alcohol is …………………………………………………… 
 

2. One reason why Matthew James says a lower proportion of 12 to 24 year olds are consuming five or 
more standard drinks in a sitting per month is because ………………………………………………………………… 

 
3. In 2007, the group most likely to be drinking at lifetime risky levels was 18 to 24-year-olds but now it 

is ……………………………………………………. 
 
4. Three quarters of the alcohol in Australia is consumed by what proportion of adults? 

…………………………………………………… 
 
5. Professor Simon Chapman says the reason why the smoking rate has not changed is 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
6. According to Professor Simon Chapman, how have tobacco companies undermined the impact of 

the government’s higher tobacco taxes? ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
7. Fewer teens are smoking.  T  /  F 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you find any information from the report surprising? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

heed                  illicit                abstain               disposable               conscious 
decline               magnitude               perception              counter               undermine 

 
 
 
1. According to a recent UN report, the global ………………………………………drug market is worth an 

estimated US$323 billion a year. 
2. After ending up being sentenced to jail for 5 years for drug possession, the man said he wishes he 

had ………………………………………the advice of his parents to never go near drugs. 
3. Aid organizations said governments didn’t realize the ………………………………………of the disaster and 

how millions of lives were at risk. 
4. Even though alcohol causes more harm in society than any illicit substance, drugs like heroin, 

cocaine and ice are ………………………………………to be more dangerous.   
5. Since 9/11, airports around the world have become even more security ………………………………………. 
6. The court ordered that the man’s ………………………………………assets, including his car, be sold and used 

to pay the fine. 
7. The developer tried to ………………………………………opposition from neighbours to the high rise apartment 

project by promising to build a large public park next door. 
8. The government’s latest anti-smoking message was ………………………………………by pictures of a group 

of ministers sitting around after lunch smoking cigars. 
9. The woman was only in her early 50s but she had drunk and smoked heavily since she was a 

teenager and her health was beginning to ………………………………………. 
10. Vegans are vegetarians who ………………………………………from eating any animal products, including 

milk, cheese, eggs.  
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ANSWERS 
 
• significantly increased 
• later age 
• lower proportion 
• older people 
• men 
• Methamphetamines 
• daily smoking 
 

1. 16 
2. a lower proportion are in the workforce and therefore don’t 

necessarily have as much disposable income 
3. 50-59 year-old women 
4. men 
5. 20% 
6. the lack of quit smoking campaigns  
7. cheaper cigarettes 
8. T  
 

  
pay attention to, take notice of heed  
act in opposition counter  
available, usable disposable  
decrease, reduction decline  
how something is thought about or understood perception 
size, extent of something magnitude  
stop oneself from doing or enjoying something abstain  
unlawful, illegal illicit substance 
weaken, make less effective undermine  
worried about or concerned with something conscious 
 
 
 
1. According to a recent UN report, the global illicit drug market is worth an estimated US$323 billion a 

year. 
2. After ending up being sentenced to jail for 5 years for drug possession, the man said he wishes he 

had heeded the advice of his parents to never go near drugs. 
3. Aid organizations said governments didn’t realize the magnitude of the disaster and how millions of 

lives were at risk. 
4. Even though alcohol causes more harm in society than any illicit substance, drugs like heroin, 

cocaine and ice are perceived to be more dangerous.   
5. Since 9/11, airports around the world have become even more security conscious. 
6. The court ordered that the man’s disposable assets, including his car, be sold and used to pay the 

fine. 
7. The developer tried to counter opposition from neighbours to the high rise apartment project by 

promising to build a large public park next door. 
8. The government’s latest anti-smoking message was undermined by pictures of a group of ministers 

sitting around after lunch smoking cigars. 
9. The woman was only in her early 50s but she had drunk and smoked heavily since she was a 

teenager and her health was beginning to decline. 
10. Vegans are vegetarians who abstain from eating any animal products, including milk, cheese, eggs.  
 


