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Title: Palm oil producers under fire over clearing of forests 

First Broadcast: February, 2017 

Source: ABC’s The 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 7:12 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2017/s4622175.htm 

Summary: 
Korindo, one of the world’s biggest palm-oil companies, has come under increasing 
pressure for its land clearing practices in Indonesia. 

Interviewee(s) 
• Deborah Lapidus, Campaign Director of US environment group Mighty which has 

been tracking Korindo palm-oil expansion  
• Dr Jenny Gray, CEO of Zoos Victoria 

Related Stories: • https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/series/palm-oil-debate 

 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

� vast area (adj) � under more scrutiny (n) � gesture politics (n) 

� span (v) � independent verification (n) � huge liability (n) 

� track record (n) � full transparency (n) � already degraded (adj) 

� boast (v) � deem untrustworthy (v)  

� sustainable practices (adj) � declined our request (v)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 
able to be maintained at a certain 
rate or level, ecologically balanced 

 

action done for show while knowing 
that it will have no effect 

 

careful examination, inspection  
confirmation, establishing the truth 
or accuracy of something 

 

extend across  
huge, immense  
openness, honesty  
past performance or achievements  
reduced in quality  
regard as, consider  
something which is likely to be a 
disadvantage, burden 

 

take pride in, talk with pride and self-
satisfaction about one's 
achievements 

 

turn down, reject, refuse  
 

vast area (adj) 

span (v) 

track record (n) 

boast (v) 

sustainable practices (adj) 

under more scrutiny (n) 

independent verification (n) 

full transparency (n) 

deem untrustworthy (v) 

declined our request (v) 

gesture politics (n) 

huge liability (n) 

already degraded (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Korindo, one of the world’s biggest palm-oil companies, has come under increasing pressure for its land 
clearing practices in Indonesia. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What is palm oil? What is it used for? 

 
Ø Why is the production of palm oil in Indonesia a big issue? What damage do the operations of palm 

oil producers like Korindo cause? How do you think local villagers feel about the multinational palm 
oil producers which operate where they live? 
 

Ø What does sustainable palm oil production mean? Why don’t all palm oil companies use production 
methods which are sustainable? Is sustainable production of palm oil important? 
 

Ø Earlier in the year, Korindo announced a moratorium on new palm-oil clearance in Indonesia. What is 
a moratorium? Why did they announce this? 
 

Ø Deborah Lapidus says: “I don't think you can blindly trust any company, which is why it's really 
important to have independent verification of commitments that are made and full transparency …” 
Do you agree? 
 

Ø Read the 2 quotes below: 
 
 “ … we know that the everyday people out there who buy foodstuff want to know whether or not 
there's palm oil in their food.”  (Dr Jenny Gray, CEO of Zoos Victoria) 
 
“The message to Australian policymakers is, ‘Beware of gesture politics.’ Labelling change alone 
won't make any difference.” (Gary Dawson, CEO of the Australian Food and Grocery Council) 
 

Ø Who do you agree with? Do you think clear labelling of products which contain palm oil is important? 
Why do you think food manufacturers have been fighting proposals for stricter labelling rules?  
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PRE-LISTENING 
 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
• In West Papua, Korindo levelled a forest equivalent in size to …………………….…………………….  

 
• The deforestation as a result of Korindo's actions across Indonesia threatens 

…………………….………………………………………….……………………  
 
• Complete this sentence: Roughly half the products in an Australian supermarket 

…………………….…………………… 
 

   
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What does Korindo's PR effort boast of?  

…………………….…………………… practices and …………………….…………………… for workers. 
 
2. Many Papuans employed by multinationals like Korindo say they don’t think the wages they receive 

are …………………….…………………….  
 

3. What happened in regard to the moratorium on new palm-oil clearance in Indonesia which Korindo 
had announced earlier in the year? …………………….…………………… 

 
4. Why is it difficult to get information about the Korindo company and its operations? 

…………………….……………………  
 
5. Orangutans are now numbered in …………………….…………………… 
 
6. In Australia, the palm oil in products is often labelled as …………………….…………………… 
 
7. Have any states in Australia agreed to stricter labelling laws? …………………….…………………… 
 
8. Dr Jenny Gray would like all palm oil production to cease.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

vast                   span                 track record                     boast 
sustainable               scrutiny               verification              transparency              deem              

decline               gesture              liability               degraded 
 
 
1. Because of the …………………….…………………… distances, most people in Australia choose to fly between 

the main cities rather than drive or catch a train like someone in a European country might do. 
2. During the election debate, the prime minister said her government should be judged by its proven 

…………………….…………………… of creating jobs and boosting economic growth. 
3. Global clothing retailers which have factories located in poor, third world countries are often criticized 

for not adopting more …………………….…………………… business practices and doing more to rid the 
industry of child labour. 

4. In the interview, the prime minister …………………….…………………… of her government’s achievements in 
creating a record number of jobs over the last 5 years. 

5. Much of the country’s agricultural land had become …………………….…………………… due to over planting 
and soil erosion. 

6. Negative media reports can be a big …………………….…………………… for a company’s brand so that’s why 
they often spend a lot of money on PR.  

7. The film director, whose career …………………….…………………… across more than 6 decades, received a 
special life achievement award. 

8. The government’s Environmental Minister said claims that the country’s biggest miner had acted 
illegally in dumping thousands of tonnes of waste were still being …………………….…………………… and it 
was too early to comment on the matter. 

9. The head of Coca-Cola rejected calls for a sugar tax because he …………………….…………………… it an 
unfair, additional expense for beverage companies which was unlikely to achieve a great deal.  

10. The mining company …………………….…………………… to comment on accusations it had illegally dumped 
thousands of tonnes of waste. 

11. The mining company’s practices were being …………………….…………………… by the government’s 
environment protection authority after claims it had illegally dumped thousands of tonnes of waste 
into the local river system. 

12. The President denied the proposal for a wall along the US and Mexico border was a political 
…………………….…………………… and that he was determined that it would be built. 

13. The Save Our Oceans group called on governments to introduce stricter labelling rules for seafood 
so consumers could easily know which products had been caught using …………………….…………………… 
fishing methods. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• a major city 
• (the country's) critically endangered 

orangutans 
• contain palm oil 
 
 
 
 

1. sustainable practices and respect for workers 
2. reasonable or fair 
3. within weeks it was broken 
4. It’s not a public company 
5. thousands 
6. vegetable oil 
7. yes, one – Victoria 
8. F 

  
able to be maintained at a certain rate or level, ecologically 
balanced 

sustainable 

action done for show while knowing that it will have no effect gesture 
careful examination, inspection scrutiny 
confirmation, establishing the truth or accuracy of something verification 
extend across span 
huge, immense vast 
openness, honesty transparency 
past performance or achievements track record 
reduced in quality degraded 
regard as, consider deem 
something which is likely to be a disadvantage, burden liability 
take pride in, talk with pride and self-satisfaction about one's 
achievements 

boast 

turn down, reject, refuse decline 
 
 
1. Because of the vast distances, most people in Australia choose to fly between the main cities rather 

than drive or catch a train like someone in a European country might do. 
2. During the election debate, the prime minister said her government should be judged by its proven 

track record of creating jobs and boosting economic growth. 
3. Global clothing retailers which have factories located in poor, third world countries are often criticized 

for not adopting more transparent business practices and doing more to rid the industry of child 
labour. 

4. In the interview, the prime minister boasted of her government’s achievements in creating a record 
number of jobs over the last 5 years. 

5. Much of the country’s agricultural land had become degraded due to over planting and soil erosion. 
6. Negative media reports can be a big liability for a company’s brand so that’s why they often spend a 

lot of money on PR.  
7. The film director, whose career spanned across more than 6 decades, received a special life 

achievement award. 
8. The government’s Environmental Minister said claims that the country’s biggest miner had acted 

illegally in dumping thousands of tonnes of waste were still being verified and it was too early to 
comment on the matter. 

9. The head of Coca-Cola rejected calls for a sugar tax because he deemed it an unfair, additional 
expense for beverage companies which was unlikely to achieve a great deal.  

10. The mining company declined to comment on accusations it had illegally dumped thousands of 
tonnes of waste. 

11. The mining company’s practices were being scrutinized by the government’s environment protection 
authority after claims it had illegally dumped thousands of tonnes of waste into the local river system. 

12. The President denied the proposal for a wall along the US and Mexico border was a political gesture 
and that he was determined that it would be built. 

13. The Save Our Oceans group called on governments to introduce stricter labelling rules for seafood 
so consumers could easily know which products had been caught using sustainable fishing 
methods. 

 


