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Title: Victoria takes first steps towards allowing euthanasia 

First Broadcast: December, 2016 

Source: ABC’s The 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 7:08 

Video & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2016/s4588890.htm 

Summary: 
Victoria's parliament will soon hold a vote on euthanasia legislation. New Zealander 
Sean Davison, who was convicted of murder for his role in assisting a terminally ill 
person to die, was in Australia recently to discuss the issue. 

Interviewee(s) 
• New Zealander Sean Davison, who was convicted of murder for his role in assisting 

a terminally ill person to die 

 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

� die with dignity (n) � elaborate on (v) � rigorous (adj) 

� detain (v) � fit the criteria (n) � advocate strongly (v) 

� prospect (n) � coercion (n) � sound mind (n) 

� compassion (n) � stick to (v) � great anguish (n) 

� initiate (v) � sticking point (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
  

agony, pain, suffering, distress  
explain, add detail to  
follow, abide by, adhere to  
force, intimidation  
guideline, conditions  
healthy, not damaged, injured, or 
diseased 

 

imprison, jail  
obstacle  
possibility or likelihood  
self-respect, pride  
start off, take action on  
support, encourage, recommend  
sympathy, feeling, kindness  
very thorough, careful, exact  

 

die with dignity (n) 

detain (v) 

prospect (n) 

compassion (n) 

initiate (v) 

elaborate on (v) 

fit the criteria (n) 

coercion (n) 

stick to (v) 

sticking point (n) 

rigorous (adj) 

advocate strongly (v) 

sound mind (n) 

great anguish (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Victoria's parliament will soon hold a vote on euthanasia legislation. New Zealander Sean Davison, who 
was convicted of murder for his role in assisting a terminally ill person to die, was in Australia recently to 
discuss the issue. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What is euthanasia? 

 
Ø Even though many people support assisted suicide, why have very few governments ever introduced 

such laws? Why is it such a controversial issue? 
 

Sean Davison says “ … I have a criminal record for an act of compassion. I'm not a criminal, I 
shouldn't be a criminal.” Do you agree? 

 
Ø Should people have the choice about when they die? What conditions should be met before a person 

is allowed to end their life? What safeguards should be in place? 
 

Ø What is palliative care?  
 
Ø The Catholic Church's Vicar for Life, Marriage and Family, believes the proposed legislation is “… an 

admission by the government that palliative care is failing some dying patients” and that the 
government is effectively “giving a vote of no confidence in their own health system” – do you agree? 

 
Ø He also goes on the say it’s not really a medical problem, it's a social problem. What does he mean? 
 
 
 
PRE-LISTENING 
 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
• According to polls, most Australians support having the right to die with dignity. T 

 
• Whose death do you think Sean Davison assisted with? His mother’s 
 
• It is the first time in Australia that euthanasia legislation is being initiated by a government. 
  
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your responses 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. The Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews, a Catholic who used to be opposed to euthanasia, changed 

his mind on the subject after seeing what? ……………………………………………… 
 

2. What are some of the recommendations made by a Victorian parliamentary inquiry into giving people 
end of life choices? 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
3. The bill is very unlikely to pass through the Victorian parliament’s legislative assembly and upper 

house.  T  /  F 
 
4. What did Sean Davison’s mother initially try to do to end her life? ……………………………………………… 
 
5. How did authorities know Sean Davison had helped his mother commit suicide? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
6. What punishment did he receive? ……………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WRITING EXTENSION 
 
 
Some people think that in certain cases a person should be able to legally choose to end their own life.  
 
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

dignity                        detain                        prospect 
compassion                           initiate                     elaborate                    criteria 

coercion                  stick to                            sticking point 
rigorous                   advocate                    sound                   anguish 

 
 
1. After their father had died during what was supposed to be a minor operation, the children felt a mix 

of ………………………………………and disbelief. 
2. All pilots hired by the commercial airline had to undergo a ………………………………………selection process 

and training programme which lasted up to 12 months. 
3. Before being accepted into the pilot training program, applicants had to satisfy a number of selection 

criteria, including being in good physical health. 
4. Most workplaces allow employees to take ………………………………………leave, for example, if a family 

member is very ill or has passed away. 
5. Peter was not a very adventurous cook. He always ………………………………………the recipe. 
6. The company decided to ………………………………………legal proceedings against a former employee after it 

was discovered he had stolen its entire client list and was using it in his own business. 
7. The lawyer told the court that a statement made to police by her client, who was on trial for murder, 

was not valid because he had been ………………………………………by police into signing it. She claimed that 
a police officer had threatened him and his family. 

8. The man exercised for 60 minutes every day and was in very ………………………………………health.  
9. The man was ………………………………………by police for questioning after a witness had identified him as 

one of the two people who robbed the bank. 
10. The man’s terminally ill mother did not want to be admitted to a hospice.  She wanted to die at home 

with ………………………………………. 
11. The search was called off as the ………………………………………of finding any survivors in the freezing 

waters became virtually zero. 
12. The two companies were very close to signing a joint business agreement. However, a 

……………………………………… remained as to exactly how any future profits from the project would be 
shared. 

13. The woman became an ………………………………………for euthanasia after her mother suffered a long and 
painful death from cancer. 

14. When the politician was asked in an interview to ………………………………………on comments made earlier in 
the day about the need for higher income tax rates, she said more details would be revealed closer 
to the election. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• T 
• His mother 
• Government 
 
 
 
 

1. his father die of cancer 
2. suffering from an incurable condition which causes enduring and unbearable 

suffering, (mental illness only doesn't fit the criteria, the request must be 
voluntary and free of coercion, and two doctors must separately assess and 
fully inform the patient about the lethal drug and its risks.  

3. F  
4. went on a hunger strike 
5. he wrote a book about his experiences 
6. five months' home detention 
 

  
agony, pain, suffering, distress anguish 
explain, add detail to elaborate 
follow, abide by, adhere to stick to 
force, intimidation coercion 
guideline, conditions criteria 

healthy, not damaged, injured, or diseased sound 
imprison, jail detain 
obstacle sticking point 
possibility or likelihood prospect 
self-respect, pride dignity 
start off, take action on initiate 
support, encourage, recommend advocate 
sympathy, feeling, kindness compassion 
very thorough, careful, exact rigorous 
 
1. After their father had died during what was supposed to be a minor operation, the children felt a mix 

of anguish and disbelief. 
2. All pilots hired by the commercial airline had to undergo a rigorous selection process and training 

programme which lasted up to 12 months. 
3. Before being accepted into the pilot training program, applicants had to satisfy a number of selection 

criteria, including being in good physical health. 
4. Most workplaces allow employees to take compassionate leave, for example, if a family member is 

very ill or has passed away. 
5. Peter was not a very adventurous cook. He always stuck to the recipe. 
6. The company decided to initiate legal proceedings against a former employee after it was 

discovered he had stolen its entire client list. 
7. The lawyer told the court that a statement made to police by her client, who was on trial for murder, 

was not valid because he had been coerced by police into signing it. She claimed that a police 
officer had threatened him and his family. 

8. The man exercised for 60 minutes every day and was in very sound health.  
9. The man was detained by police for questioning after a witness had identified him as one of the two 

people who robbed the bank. 
10. The man’s terminally ill mother did not want to be admitted to a hospice.  She wanted to die at home 

with dignity. 
11. The search was called off as the prospect of finding any survivors in the freezing waters became 

virtually zero. 
12. The two companies were very close to signing a joint business agreement. However, a sticking 

point remained as to exactly how any future profits from the project would be shared. 
13. The woman became an advocate for euthanasia after her mother suffered a long and painful death 

from cancer. 
14. When the politician was asked in an interview to elaborate on comments made earlier in the day 

about the need for higher income tax rates, she said more details would be revealed closer to the 
election. 

 


