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Summary: 
A growing number of space missions will be launched this year with China planning to 
be a big part of the action. 

Interviewee(s) Dr Morris Jones, a space flight analyst 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

� shape up � practically � stall 

� emergence � blossom � successor 

� broad � inaccessible � issue 

� aspiration � setback �  

elite iron out  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 

almost, nearly, virtually  
coming into existence, arrival, rise  
develop, grow, evolve  
goal, hope, ambition  
problem, difficulty, obstacle  
progress or develop in a particular 
way 

 

replacement  
select group, best  
send out or make known  
solve a problem, sort out  
stop making progress or developing 
further 

 

unable to be used, not available  
wide-ranging, extensive  

 

shape up (v) 

emergence of space-tourism 

(n) 

broad space program (adj) 

aspiration (n) 

elite bunch (adj) 

practically anyone can fly 

(adv) 

blossom (v) 

inaccessible to most (adj) 

setback (n) 

iron out the bugs (v) 

stall (v) 

successor to (n) 

issue false alarms (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
A growing number of space missions will be launched this year with China planning to be a big part of 
the action. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What are some different types of space mission that are undertaken by the world’s space agencies? 

Which countries have a space program? 
 

Ø Why is the future of space looking increasingly Chinese? Why would China be keen to develop their 
space program?  

 
Ø America currently has a huge probe orbiting which planet? What is it called? 
 
Ø What kind of space missions are planned for the future? 
 
Ø Morris Jones says that “the older spacecraft get, the more ambitious you get in terms of your mission 

planning”. What does he mean? 
 
Ø What is space-tourism? Who are some of the big players involved in this? 
 
Ø There has been a lot of excitement about the emergence of private spaceflight but it is seemingly no 

closer to becoming reality – why? What have been some big setbacks? 
 
Ø Do you think there is life on other planets? 
 
Ø Should countries be spending a lot of money on space missions? 
 
   
 
 
LISTENING  
 
Listen to the report and answer the questions below 
 
• China is the third nation to develop their own astronaut launch system.  

 
• According to Morris Jones, China’s space program doesn’t involve conducting lunar and planetary 

exploration. 
 
• According to Morris Jones, what is the main reason why private space flight hasn’t lived up to 

expectations? the cost, the lack of people willing to risk a private space flight, the lack of capable of 
making it happen 

 
• What has Richard Branson still not achieved despite running a space program for 14 years? he's 

never reached outer space. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
Try to answer the following questions before you listen to the report 
 
 
1. In 2016, China launched its second space laboratory and sent two astronauts to live there for how 

long? ……………………………………………..  
 

2. China has also brought out a brand new, very heavy lift rocket called …………………………………………….. 
 
3. Morris Jones says “private space flight is not profitable and it's not very ……………………………………………...” 
 
4. What major setback did Elon Musk’s SpaceX program suffer last year? 

……………………………………………..…………………………………………….. 
 
5. The Cassini probe is orbiting which planet? …………………………………………….. 
 
6. With a successor to the Hubble telescope planned, the hunt for what will continue? 

…………………………………………….. 
 
7. Does Morris Jones believe that a world, which we could say is probably truly Earth-like, will ever be 

found? ……………………………………………………………… 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

shape up                    emergence                  broad                  aspiration 
elite                  practically                  blossom                  inaccessible                  setback 

iron out                  stall                  successor                   issue 
 
 
 
1. After a series of low paid jobs making advertisements, the man’s career began to 

……………………………………..……… when a low budget film he directed became a box office hit and he was 
signed up by a major Hollywood studio. 

2. After a very warm summer, 2017 was ……………………………………..………to be the hottest on record. 
3. Barrack Obama was ……………………………………..………as US President by Donald Trump. 
4. Quality health care is ……………………………………..………to many people because of the high cost. 
5. Students can pay more than $50 thousand a year to attend America’s most 

……………………………………..………colleges.  
6. The government issued a new travel advisory which warned against non-essential travel to the 

region due to the threat of a terrorist attack. 
7. The launch of the satellite was delayed by a month due to a number of technical issues which 

needed to be ……………………………………..………first. 
8. The man’s taste in music was very ……………………………………..………. He liked listening to everything from 

classical to hip hop, from folk to heavy metal rock. 
9. The player’s hopes of winning a second straight Wimbledon suffered a major 

……………………………………..………after she injured her leg 4 weeks before the start of the tournament.  
10. The scientist had always ……………………………………..………to one day be an astronaut. Her hopes were 

given a huge boost when she was short listed for a place on a NASA astronaut training program. 
11. The young tennis player’s career had ……………………………………..………after a serious leg injury kept her 

out of the game for 12 months. 
12. These days, ……………………………………..………everyone has a smart phone. 
13. Virtual reality is an ……………………………………..………technology that has many people excited, particularly 

gamers.  
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• Third 
• F 
• the cost 
• reached outer 

space 
 
 

1. a month 
2. Long March 5 
3. practical 
4. his second launch rocket failure 
5. Saturn 
6. dark matter 
7. Yes, it’s only a matter of time (possibly well within a decade) 

  
almost, nearly, virtually practically 
coming into existence, arrival, rise emergence 
develop, grow, evolve blossom 
goal, hope, ambition aspiration 
problem, difficulty, obstacle setback 
progress or develop in a particular way shape up 
replacement successor 
select group, best elite 
send out or make known issue 
solve a problem, sort out iron out 
stop making progress or developing further stall 
unable to be used, not available inaccessible 
wide-ranging, extensive broad 
 
1. After a series of low paid jobs making advertisements, the man’s career began to blossom when a 

low budget film he directed became a box office hit and he was signed up by a major Hollywood 
studio. 

2. After a very warm summer, 2017 was shaping up to be the hottest on record. 
3. Barrack Obama was succeeded as US President by Donald Trump. 
4. Quality health care is inaccessible to many people because of the high cost. 
5. Students can pay more than $50 thousand a year to attend America’s most elite colleges.  
6. The government issued a new travel advisory which warned against non-essential travel to the 

region due to the threat of a terrorist attack. 
7. The launch of the satellite was delayed by a month due to a number of technical issues which 

needed to be ironed out first. 
8. The man’s taste in music was very broad. He liked listening to everything from classical to hip hop, 

from folk to heavy metal rock. 
9. The player’s hopes of winning a second straight Wimbledon suffered a major setback after she 

injured her leg 4 weeks before the start of the tournament.  
10. The scientist had always aspired to one day be an astronaut. Her hopes were given a huge boost 

when she was short listed for a place on a NASA astronaut training program. 
11. The young tennis player’s career had stalled after a serious leg injury kept her out of the game for 

12 months. 
12. These days, practically everyone has a smart phone. 
13. Virtual reality is an emerging technology that has many people excited, particularly gamers.  
 


