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Title: The coffee pod craze 

First Broadcast: 24.08.2016 

Source: ABC’s Lateline 

Minutes: 4:50 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2016/s4526143.htm 

Summary: 

A former CEO of Nespresso, Jean-Paul Gaillard, now heads a company that sells fully 

biodegradable coffee pods and has called into question the ecological damage being 

caused by the coffee pod craze. 

Interviewee(s)  Jean-Paul Gaillard, former CEO of Nespresso 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 practical solution (adj)  delicate (adj)  break down (v) 

 modern dilemma (n)  there's a catch (n)  address a problem (v) 

 very intense (adj)  standpoint (n)  consumer push (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

attitude point of view, opinion  

decompose, biodegrade  

effort to do or achieve something, 

drive 
 

hidden drawback, disadvantage, 

downside 
 

highly concentrated, strong  

pleasantly flavoured, subtle  

problem, a situation in which you 

have to make a difficult decision 
 

realistic, workable  

tackle, deal with  
 

practical solution (adj) 

modern dilemma (n) 

very intense (adj) 

delicate (adj) 

there's a catch (n) 

standpoint (n) 

break down (v) 

address a problem (v) 

consumer push (n) 
 

 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 

 What is a coffee pod? Why have they become so popular? 

 

 What are coffee pods made from?  

 

 What do you call someone whose job it is to make coffee? 

 

 Jean-Paul Gaillard, a former CEO of Nespresso, says: 

 

“From an ecological standpoint, (coffee pods are) not good at all. It could be a disaster ... the planet 

doesn't belong to us. It's lent to us by our kids.”  

 

Do you agree? Why are coffee pods an ecological problem? 

 

 A famous Hollywood celebrity, who is known for his pro-environment views, promotes the Nespresso 

brand of coffee pods. Who is he?  

 

 Jean-Paul Gaillard wrote to the celebrity about the environmental impact of the pods. Why do you 

think he did that? What do you think the response was? 

 

 Do you think people who say they care about the environment yet they regularly consume things like 

coffee pods, bottled water, paper cups, etc. are hypocritical? 
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PRE-LISTENING 

 
Before listening to the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
  
 

 More than 50% of the population in Australia -  

  

 Billions every year in the US, Europe and Australia -  

 

 150-500 years -  
 
 
 
 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 

 

1. In Australia, coffee pods are not recycled by local councils.  T  /  F 

  

2. How long does it take for the coffee pods sold by the Ethical Coffee Company to break down? 

...................................................................................................................................... 

 

3. What is Nespresso doing to address the problem of coffee pod waste? 

................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

  

4. Australians are not yet able to have the coffee pods they use recycled.  T  /  F  

 

5. Jean-Paul Gaillard, a former CEO of Nespresso, strongly believes that recycling is the best solution 

to the problem.  T  /  F 

 

6. Who did he write to about the environmental impact of the pods? ..................................................................  

 

7. Did he receive a reply? .......................................................................................................... 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

practical                               dilemma                               intense 

delicate                                    catch                        standpoint 

break down                     address                                push 

 

1. A banana peel can .................................................................. in less than a month, but a plastic drink 

bottle takes much longer.  

2. Blue swimmer crab is a highly prized food because of its sweet, .................................................................. meat. 

3. Due to the very high cost involved, building a railway network to cover every suburb in the city just 

wasn’t ................................................................... 

4. Most of the town’s 50 residents supported the idea of building a bridge linking the island to the 

mainland. But from an economic .................................................................., it didn’t make much sense. 

5. Not everyone likes eating offal, such as kidney and liver, because the flavour can be quite 

................................................................... 

6. The prime minister said she agreed tougher action was needed to reduce greenhouse gases, but 

global warming was an issue that needed to be .................................................................. by all countries 

working together. 

7. The woman thought she had got a bargain when she bought an airfare from Sydney home to London 

for $400. The .................................................................. was she would be taking 5 separate flights over 3 days. 

8. There ..................................................................  a push among the workers at the factory for safer working 

conditions and higher pay. 

9. Tom faced a bit of a ................................................................... He won front row seats and a flight and 

accommodation package to see his favourite band perform on the same night as his daughter’s end 

of year ballet concert. 
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ANSWERS 
 

 More than 50% of the population in Australia - drinks 

coffee every day. 

  

 Billions every year in the US, Europe and Australia - 

How many coffee pods end up in landfills.  

 

 150-500 years - How long it takes for coffee pods to 

biodegrade.  

 

1. T 

2. 8 months 

3. partnering with / funding a recycling 

company 

4. F 

5. George Clooney 

6. no 
 

  
 

attitude point of view, opinion standpoint  

decompose, biodegrade break down 

effort to do or achieve something, drive push  

hidden drawback, disadvantage, downside catch  

highly concentrated, strong intense  

pleasantly flavoured, subtle delicate  

problem, a situation in which you have to make a difficult decision dilemma  

realistic, workable practical  

tackle, deal with address 
 
 

 

1. A banana peel can break down in less than a month, but a plastic drink bottle takes much longer.  

2. Blue swimmer crab is a highly prized food because of its sweet, delicate meat. 

3. Due to the very high cost involved, building a railway network to cover every suburb in the city just 

wasn’t practicable. 

4. Most of the town’s 50 residents supported the idea of building a bridge linking the island to the 

mainland. But from an economic standpoint, it didn’t make much sense. 

5. Not everyone likes eating offal, such as kidney and liver, because the flavour can be quite intense. 

6. The prime minister said she agreed tougher action was needed to reduce greenhouse gases, but 

global warming was an issue that needed to be addressed by all countries working together. 

7. The woman thought she had got a bargain when she bought an airfare from Sydney home to London 

for $400. The catch was she would be taking 5 separate flights over 3 days. 

8. There was a push among the workers at the factory for safer working conditions and higher pay. 

9. Tom faced a bit of a dilemma. He won front row seats and a flight and accommodation package to 

see his favourite band perform on the same night as his daughter’s end of year ballet concert. 
 


