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Title: Strawberry pickers claim they worked in 'labour camp' conditions 

First Broadcast: August, 2016 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:52 

Audio & Script: www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2016/s4511363.htm 

Summary: 

Backpackers who worked on a strawberry farm in Western Australia which had previously 

been found to be underpaying workers have compared the conditions to a forced labour 

camp. 

Interviewee(s)  David Fowler, a former worker at the strawberry farm in Western Australia 

 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 liken (v)  pretty standard (adj)  rectify (v) 

 prolong a holiday (v)  associated company (adj)  illusion (n) 

 shift (n)  decline a request (v)  recover (v) 

 settle down (v)  allegation (n)  reflect well on (v) 

 

 

 

Note: Fair work is an Australian government workplace regulator which helps workers understand their 

rights and responsibilities at work. 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 
 

claim, accusation  

compare  

correct, fix, put right, resolve  

extend, lengthen  

false idea or belief  

linked, connected, related  

make one's home  

normal, usual  

produce a good impression of  

refuse, reject, turn down  

regain possession, get back  

work period  
 

liken (v) 

prolong a holiday (v) 

shift (n) 

settle down (v) 

pretty standard (adj) 

associated company (adj)

decline a request (v) 

allegation (n) 

rectify (v) 

illusion (n) 

recover (v) 

reflect well on (v) 
 
 
 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Do you think fruit picking and packing would be a hard job? 

 

 In Australia, a lot of fruit picking and packing jobs are done by backpackers – why? 

 

 Should all companies have to pay employees, including fruit pickers and packers, a minimum wage? 

How much should that minimum be? 

 

 Former workers at the farm shown in the report are warning others to understand their rights and are 

calling on supermarkets to do their part. Can supermarkets do anything to help ensure employees on 

farms receive the wages they are entitled to? 
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LISTENING 
 
 
First listen to the report and answer the following 3 questions  

 

 According to David Fowler, a former worker at the strawberry farm in Western Australia, how many 

hours was he expected to work each day? .................................................... 

 

 How much money did he earn on average per hour? .................................................... 

 

 The owner of the farm refused to be interviewed.  T  /  F 

 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 

 

1. If backpackers who are on a working holiday do three months of regional work, such as fruit picking, 

what are they entitled to do? .......................................................................... 

 

2. What did David Fowler plan to do after working three months on the strawberry farm? 

a. Go home 

b. Travel around Australia  

c. Look for other work in Australia 

d. Travel around Australia and then look for other work 

  

3. He expected ... a. low pay.           b. reasonable pay.              c. high pay. 

 

4. How long did he end up working on the farm for? .......................................................................... 

 

5. On average, how much money did Yun Ji Park, another backpacker, earn per week? .................................. 

 

6. Workers on the farm receive free rent.  T  /  F 

 

7. After the farm had previously been found to have been underpaying workers, the workers were paid 

back.  T  /  F 

 

8. Yun Ji Park says as soon as she asked for her pay, management would give it to her straight away.  

T  /  F 

 

9. Which statement did the owner NOT make in response to the allegations of workers being paid 

below the minimum wage? 

a. All workers are paid fair rates and this has always been the case 

b. Some workers were underpaid in the past but this is no longer the case 

c. Some workers are not interested in doing the work 

 

10. Fair Work can’t do anything to help foreign workers, such as backpackers, if they are underpaid.  

T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

liken                          prolong                       shift                             settle down 

standard                           associated                        decline                           allegation 

rectify                           illusion                        recover                       reflect 

 

 
 

1. A union spokesperson said news that most of the foreign employees were being underpaid 

............................................................................ badly not only on the company but the country as well. 

2. After arresting the robber, police were able to ..........................................................................about $100 thousand 

worth of stolen goods from their house. 

3. After travelling around the world for 6 months, Kim returned to her hometown to marry her fiancé and 

........................................................................... 

4. Earning half their pay in tips is ..........................................................................for some employees such as waiters 

and bar staff. 

5. One tip for ..........................................................................the battery life of your mobile is to turn off the Wi-Fi 

when you aren’t using it. 

6. Steve Jobs often ..........................................................................the job he did to that of an artist. 

7. The CEO of the company denied ..........................................................................by a former employee that he 

had received corrupt payments from a supplier.   

8. The company’s owner said she was confident that profits would grow over the coming year. But she 

was under no ..........................................................................that trading conditions would be easy. 

9. The manager said the two companies had cooperated on a project once in the past but currently they 

operated independently and there was no ..........................................................................between them 

whatsoever.  

10. The store employee preferred to work night ..........................................................................because it was quieter 

and they received a higher hourly rate.  

11. The well-known businesswoman ..........................................................................an invitation to speak at the 

conference because of family commitments. 

12. The well-known restaurant had been shut down by health inspectors because of unhygienic 

conditions in the kitchen. In a media interview, the manager admitted there were problems but the 

situation had now been ........................................................................... 
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ANSWERS 
 
 up to 14 
 about $7 an hour 
 T 
 
 
 

1. extend a working holiday for another year 
2. Travel around Australia and then look for other work  
3. low pay 
4. A week 
5. around $200 
6. F 
7. T 
8. F 
9. All workers are paid fair rates and this has always been the case 
10. F 

  
 
claim, accusation allegation 
compare liken 
correct, fix, put right, resolve rectify 
extend, lengthen prolong  
false idea or belief illusion 
linked, connected, related associated  
make one's home settle down 
normal, usual standard 
produce a good impression of reflect  
refuse, reject, turn down decline  
regain possession, get back recover 
work period shift 
 
 
1. A union spokesperson said news that most of the foreign employees were being underpaid reflected 

badly not only on the company but the country as well. 
2. After arresting the robber, police were able to recover about $100 thousand worth of stolen goods 

from their house. 
3. After travelling around the world for 6 months, Kim returned to her hometown to marry her fiancé and 

settle down. 
4. Earning half their pay in tips is standard for some employees such as waiters and bar staff. 
5. One tip for prolonging the battery life of your mobile is to turn off the Wi-Fi when you aren’t using it. 

6. Steve Jobs often likened the job he did to that of an artist. 
7. The CEO of the company denied allegations by a former employee that he had received corrupt 

payments from a supplier.   
8. The company’s owner said she was confident that profits would grow over the coming year. But she 

was under no illusion that trading conditions would be easy. 
9. The manager said the two companies had cooperated on a project once in the past but currently they 

operated independently and there was no association between them whatsoever.  
10. The store employee preferred to work night shifts because it was quieter and they received a higher 

hourly rate.  
11. The well-known businesswoman declined an invitation to speak at the conference because of family 

commitments. 
12. The well-known restaurant had been shut down by health inspectors because of unhygienic 

conditions in the kitchen. In a media interview, the manager admitted there were problems but the 
situation had now been rectified. 


