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Summary: 
With a declining population, the Japanese government has been looking at new 

approaches to encourage more people to get married and have children. 

Interviewee(s)  Professor Yamada Masahiro, a sociologist at Tokyo's Chuo University 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 desperate bid (n)  prospective husband (adj)  spouse (n) 

 declining population (adj)  eligible men (adj)  insist (v) 

 stalling economy (adj)  charming (adj)  a different approach (n) 

 unstable job (adj)  secure job (adj)  repetition (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  

 
 

attempt or effort  

desirable, suitable, appropriate  

falling  

fixed, established, reliable  

husband or wife, partner  

inconsistent, changeable  

method, way of dealing with a 

situation or problem 

 

polite, friendly, and likeable  

potential, possible  

recurrence, repeat  

state positively, maintain, assert  

stop, halt, stop making progress  
 

desperate bid (n) 

declining population (adj) 

stalling economy (adj) 

unstable job (adj) 

prospective husband (adj) 

eligible men (adj) 

charming (adj) 

secure job (adj) 

spouse (n) 

insist (v) 

a different approach (n) 

repetition (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
With a declining population, the Japanese government has been looking at new approaches to 
encourage more people to get married and have children. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Why is Japan’s population shrinking? Why is this a problem? 

 

 How can a “stalling economy” impact on the number of people getting married and starting a family?  

 

 Do you think a person’s job status, i.e. whether they have a secure job or are in casual or part time 

work, affects their marriage prospects? 

 

 Compared to the past, why might people these days have fewer opportunities to meet potential 

partners? 

 

 What can the Japanese government do to encourage more people to get married and have children? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Listen to the report and answer the following questions 
 
 

 Shoko Suzuki, a 29 year old office worker, hopes to get married before she is how old? 

................................................................. 
 

 According to Japan's Ministry of Labour, Health and Welfare, most single people aged 18 to 34 want 

to get married.  T  /  F  
 
 

 Shoko Suzuki intends to use a match-making service to find a potential spouse.  T  /  F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LISTENING  
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 

1. What kind of person is Shoko Suzuki looking for? .............................................................................................................. 

 

2. Who has she been asking if they know any eligible men? ............................................................................................. 

 

3. According to Professor Yamada Masahiro, a sociologist at Tokyo's Chuo University, a "parasite 

single" is someone who while waiting for prince or princess charming to come along doesn’t take any 

responsibility for their own lives. What does he say they do instead? 

..................................................................................................................................  

 

4. He believes getting married and starting a family is more the result of ...  

a. economic circumstances.                      b. love.                   c. pressure from parents.  

 

5. Although 90% of single people aged 18 to 34 want to get married, what do 60% say is the reason 

why they haven’t?  

a. They can’t afford to 

b. They haven’t met anyone suitable 

c. Their parents haven’t approved their choice of partner 

 

6. When comparing Japanese men in their early 30s who had a secure job and those with contract or 

part time work, there is little difference in marriage rates.  T  /  F  

 

7. Shoko Suzuki says that when it comes to marriage, the thing important is love, not the person’s 

employment status.  T  /  F  

 

8. What are local councils in Japan doing to boost marriage rates? 

......................................................................................................... 

 

9. What does relationship counsellor Taku Isobe, who runs an online "Love University", say is the main 

drawback of typical marriage hunting activities for women?  

a. They cost a lot of money 

b. They cost a lot of emotional energy 

c. They cost a lot of time 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

bid                         declining                       stalling                  unstable                 

prospective                               eligible                      charming                secure 

spouse                   insist                    approach                 repetition 

 
 

1. After their divorce, the man had to pay his ex- ................................................................. $1000 a month in child 

support. 

2. In some countries, it is common for parents to find suitable marriage ................................................................. 

for their children. 

3. Job ................................................................. is the likelihood that an individual will keep his or her job. 

4. The country’s birth rate continued to ................................................................. even after the government started 

providing the parents of a new born child a generous baby bonus of $5000.  

5. The couple had very different ................................................................. to parenting which often led to 

arguments.  

6. The government said it would increase the migrant intake in a ................................................................. to 

reverse the country's declining population. 

7. The government’s plans to lift the country’s migrant intake ................................................................. after 

opposition political parties refused to vote in favour of the news laws. 

8. The woman accused her husband of having an affair with one of his colleagues. But he repeatedly 

denied this and ................................................................. they were just good friends.  

9. The woman found her job very ................................................................. and boring. But with 3 young children 

and an unstable economic environment, she wasn’t prepared to quit her job until she had found 

secure employment elsewhere.  

10. The woman’s parents thought her fiancée was very ................................................................. and likeable. But 

they were concerned about the fact he only had a low paying part time job as a cleaner and his main 

ambition in life was to become a fulltime artist.  

11. The women’s magazine published a list of the country’s 50 most ................................................................. 

bachelors. Most of the men were rich and good looking. 

12. Throughout the 1990s and 2000s, politics in Japan were very ................................................................. with 

frequent changes of government. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 30 
 T 
 F 
 
 

1. a reliable person, someone who will help make decisions when I'm in a tough 
spot 

2. Everyone in her office 
3. shop and socialise 
4. economic circumstances  
5. They haven’t met anyone suitable 
6. F 
7. F 
8. hosting local date nights 
9. They cost a lot of time 

 
  
 
attempt or effort bid 
desirable, suitable, appropriate eligible
falling declining 
fixed, established, reliable secure 
husband or wife, partner spouse 
inconsistent, changeable unstable 
method, way of dealing with a situation or problem approach 
polite, friendly, and likeable charming 
potential, possible prospective
recurrence, repeat repetition 

state positively, maintain, assert insist
stop, halt, stop making progress stalling 
 
 
1. After their divorce, the man had to pay his ex-spouse $1000 a month in child support. 
2. In some countries, it is common for parents to find suitable marriage prospects for their children. 
3. Job security is the likelihood that an individual will keep his or her job. 
4. The country’s birth rate continued to decline even after the government started providing the parents 

of a new born child a generous baby bonus of $5000.  
5. The couple had very different approaches to parenting which often led to arguments.  
6. The government said it would increase the migrant intake in a bid to reverse the country's declining 

population. 
7. The government’s plans to lift the country’s migrant intake stalled after opposition political parties 

refused to vote in favour of the news laws. 
8. The woman accused her husband of having an affair with one of his colleagues. But he repeatedly 

denied this and insisted they were just good friends.  
9. The woman found her job very repetitive and boring. But with 3 young children and an unstable 

economic environment, she wasn’t prepared to quit her job until she had found secure employment 
elsewhere.  

10. The woman’s parents thought her fiancée was very charming and likeable. But they were concerned 
about the fact he only had a low paying part time job as a cleaner and his main ambition in life was to 
become a fulltime artist.  

11. The women’s magazine published a list of the country’s 50 most eligible bachelors. Most of the men 
were rich and good looking. 

12. Throughout the 1990s and 2000s, politics in Japan were very unstable with frequent changes of 
government. 

 
 


