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Summary: 
NASA has begun processing applications for its 2017 astronaut intake. Meanwhile, NASA’s 

head is trying to get more young people excited about space travel. 

Interviewee(s) 
 Charles Bolden, Head of NASA 

 Rob Webb, an applicant to NASA's astronaut program 

 
 

 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 undergo a revival (n)  unprecedented publicity (adj)  brutal competition (adj) 

 interest had waned (v)  impart experience (v)  consensus (n) 

 resurgence in interest (n)  pay-off (n)  discretionary (adj) 

 stranded (adj)  commercial venture (n)  eternal optimist (adj) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

business enterprise  

decrease, become weaker, fade  

fierce, ferocious   

final result or outcome  

general agreement  

left in a place without being able to 

move somewhere else  

 

make known, communicate  

never done or known before, 

extraordinary 

 

optional, non-compulsory  

recovery, increase after a period of 

little activity 

 

renewed popularity, importance or 

interest in something  

 

unending, unchanging  
 

undergo a revival (n) 

interest had waned (v)

resurgence in interest (n)

stranded (adj) 

unprecedented publicity (adj)

impart experience (v)

pay-off (n) 

commercial venture (n)

brutal competition (adj)

consensus (n) 

discretionary (adj) 

eternal optimist (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
NASA has begun processing applications for its 2017 astronaut intake. Meanwhile, NASA’s head is trying to 
get more young people excited about space travel. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 What does NASA stand for? 

 In which year did NASA first send people to the moon? 

 What do you think it would be like to go into space? Would you like to go? 

 Which recent film created a lot of good publicity for one of NASA’s next goals? 

 What is the International Space Station? Why is it important? 

 Roger Launius, a former NASA Chief Historian, says:  

 

“Money from (the US Government) has always been a difficult thing when it's 100 per cent 

discretionary, and it is. We don't have to explore space. There's no requirement that we do that.” 

 

Should governments be spending a lot of money on space exploration? Would it be better to just 

leave it to commercial space companies to develop space projects? 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
 
 
Before listening to the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
 

 Fewer than 550 –  

 

 18,000 people this year –  

 

 Possibly by 2035 –  

 

 About $3 billion a year –  
 
 
 
Complete the sentence 
 

o NASA’s next goal is to send humans to ...  
  
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Charles Bolden has never been into space.  T  /  F 

 

2. The release of which popular film last year created a lot of good publicity for NASA’s goal to send a 

human to Mars? ....................................................................................... 

 

3. According to Charles Bolden, it will be possible to grow vegetables on Mars.  T  /  F 

 

4. A vegetable has never been grown in space before.  T  /  F 

 

5. What chance do this year’s applicants to NASA's astronaut program have of being selected? 

....................................................................................... 

 

6. What does Rob Webb think will be his favourite thing to do if he makes it aboard the International 

Space Station? ....................................................................................... 

 

7. What other space mission does NASA have planned? ....................................................................................... 

 

8. According to Charles Bolden there is a lot of competition between NASA and commercial space 

companies.  T  /  F 

 

 
 
WRITING 
 
 

Some people believe that governments should be spending more on space research and 

exploration. Others say the money could be better spent on other areas. 

 

Discuss both views and give your opinion. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

revival                    wane                    resurgence                    stranded 

unprecedented                       impart                      pay-off                    venture 

brutal                      consensus                      discretionary                     eternal 

 
 

 
1. After waking up at 4am and training for 5 hours a day for the last 6 years, a gold medal at the 

Olympics was the ultimate .....................................................................for the swimmer.  

2. Competition between airline companies has been .....................................................................over the last 10 

years. The drop in prices has been great for consumers but many airline companies have seen a big 

reduction in their profits.  

3. Demand for the concert tickets was .....................................................................Twenty thousand tickets sold out 

within 20 minutes and the ticket company’s website went into meltdown. 

4. Some world leaders expressed concern about the country’s ...................................................................... military. 

Its parliament had recently approved its largest ever military budget, the third big rise in defence 

spending in as many years. 

5. The 2 companies signed a joint ..................................................................... to manufacture and export milk 

products into China. 

6. The boy was passionate about his football when he first started playing for a club in the summer. But 

in the cold, wet, winter months, his excitement for the game began to .................................................................... 

7. The captain of the diving boat was sacked after he had left 2 tourists ..................................................................... 

on an island overnight.  

8. The family had a strict budget for essential items like rent and food. Anything left over, they would 

spend on ..................................................................... items like holidays and restaurants. 

9. The popular documentary film about the singer ..................................................................... interest in her music 

among the generation that grew up listening to her and there was a big jump in sales of her albums 

after the film’s release. 

10. There is no such thing as ..................................................................... youth, except in fairy tales. 

11. There was a growing ..................................................................... among the public that governments needed to 

take more action to tackle climate change. 

12. While a teacher’s job is to ..................................................................... knowledge to students, classroom 

management and admin tasks take up an increasing amount of their time. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 Fewer than 550 – Number of people who have gone into 

space 
 18,000 people this year - Applied to NASA's astronaut 

program 
 Possibly by 2035 – When the new astronauts / NASA will 

head to Mars 
 About $3 billion a year – How much it costs NASA to 

operate the International Space Station 
 NASA’s next goal is send humans to Mars. 
 

1. F 
2. The Martian 
3. T 
4. F 
5. 0.08 per cent / About a dozen are 

selected 
6. Taking pictures 
7. to send them astronauts back to the 

Moon 
8. F 
 

  
business enterprise venture 
decrease, become weaker, fade wane 
fierce, ferocious  brutal 
final result or outcome pay-off 
general agreement consensus 
left in a place without being able to move somewhere else  stranded 
make known, communicate impart 
never done or known before, extraordinary unprecedented 
optional, non-compulsory discretionary 
recovery, increase after a period of little activity resurgence 
renewed popularity, importance or interest in something  revival 
unending, unchanging eternal 
 
1. After waking up at 4am and training for 5 hours a day for the last 6 years, a gold medal at the 

Olympics was the ultimate pay-off for the swimmer.  
2. Competition between airline companies has been brutal over the last 10 years. The drop in prices 

has been great for consumers but many airline companies have seen a big reduction in their profits.  
3. Demand for the concert tickets was unprecedented. Twenty thousand tickets sold out within 20 

minutes and the ticket company’s website went into meltdown. 
4. Some world leaders expressed concern about the country’s resurgent military. Its parliament had 

recently approved its largest ever military budget, the third big rise in defence spending in as many 
years. 

5. The 2 companies signed a joint venture to manufacture and export milk products into China. 
6. The boy was passionate about his football when he first started playing for a club in the summer. But 

in the cold, wet, winter months, his excitement for the game began to wane. 
7. The captain of the diving boat was sacked after he had left 2 tourists stranded on an island 

overnight.  
8. The family had a strict budget for essential items like rent and food. Anything left over, they would 

spend on discretionary items like holidays and restaurants. 
9. The popular documentary film about the singer revived interest in her music among the generation 

that grew up listening to her and there was a big jump in sales of her albums after the film’s release. 
10. There is no such thing as eternal youth, except in fairy tales. 
11. There was a growing consensus among the public that governments needed to take more action to 

tackle climate change. 
12. While a teacher’s job is to impart knowledge to students, classroom management and admin tasks 

take up an increasing amount of their time. 
 


