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Title: Great Barrier Reef coral bleaching  

First 

Broadcast: 
April, 2016 

Source: ABC’s The 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:47 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2015/s4432792.htm 

Audio: http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/news/730/video/201603/730b_ReefBleach_2803_512k.mp4

Summary: 
An aerial survey of the northern Great Barrier Reef has shown what could be the most 

severe and extensive coral bleaching on record. 

Interviewees: 
 Professor Terry Hughes, one of Australia's most eminent coral scientists  

 Professor Justin Marshall, a reef scientist from the University of Queensland 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 aerial survey (adj)  mortality (n)  unequivocally(adv) 

 sheer scale (n)  abnormally high (adv)  deterioration (n) 

 eminent scientist (adj)  prone to (adj)  inevitable (adj) 

 staggering (adj)  sanguine (adj)  prognosis (n) 

 robust (adj)  pristine reef (adj)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  

 
 
 

carried out from the air  

certain to happen, unavoidable  

clearly, without doubt, 

unquestionably 
 

death  

forecast, projection  

incredible, astonishing  

likely to, inclined to, liable to  

optimistic, positive  

relative size or extent of something, 

amount 
 

strong and healthy  

unspoilt  

unusually  

well-known, famous and respected  

worsening  
 

aerial survey (adj) 

sheer scale (n) 

eminent scientist (adj)

staggering (adj) 

robust (adj) 

mortality (n) 

abnormally high (adv)

prone to (adj) 

sanguine (adj) 

pristine reef (adj) 

unequivocally(adv) 

deterioration (n) 

inevitable (adj) 

prognosis (n) 
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Great Barrier Reef coral bleaching  

 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 Where is Australia's Great Barrier Reef? What is special about it? 
 
 What is coral bleaching? What causes it? 
 
 What can be done to prevent serious coral bleaching events? 
 
 Professor Terry Hughes, one of Australia's most eminent coral scientists, says his emotion is “not so 

much sadness as anger.” Why do you think he is angry? 
 
 The federal Environment Minister, Greg Hunt, flew over the reef eight days ago and his overall 

message was one of “cautious optimism”. What does this mean? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 

What do you think the following figure from the report refers to? 

 

 

 2,300 kilometres –  

 

 

 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 

o How far does the coral bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef extend? 

a. For over 10 kilometres             b. For over 100 kilometres         c. For over 1,000 kilometres 

 

o Of the reefs Terry Hughes and his team flew over, what proportion did they rate as severely 

bleached?  ...................................................................... 

 

o Can Terry Hughes say exactly how many of the bleached corals will end up dying?  Yes  /  No 

 

 

o This coral bleaching event only occurred in Australia.  T  /  F 

 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Terry Hughes is very angry with the Government – why? 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

2. What proportion of the bleached corals does Terry Hughes expect to die over the next months? 

........................................................................... 

 

3. According to advice from the Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, what proportion of the reef has 

escaped the worst of the coral bleaching? ...........................................................................  

 

4. What is Professor Justin Marshall’s field of expertise? How fish ........................................................................... 

 

5. How long does Terry Hughes expect it to take for the pristine reefs in the northern section to 

recover?  ........................................................................... 

 

6. Scientists have found evidence of a similar bleaching event before the late-20th Century.   T  /  F 

 

7. Professor Justin Marshall believes this coral bleaching event is definitely related to climate change.   

T  /  F 

 

8. How does Terry Hughes say Australia should deal with this problem? 

.................................................................................................................................. 

 

9. What upsets Justin Marshall the most? 

.................................................................................................................................................................... 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

aerial                scale                eminent                 staggering                robust 

mortality              abnormally               prone               sanguine              pristine 

unequivocally              deterioration              inevitable               prognosis 

 
 
 

1. A .................................................................................. 230,000 people in 14 countries died in the 2004 tsunami 

disaster. 

2. Australia has one of the highest .................................................................................. rates of skin cancer in the 

world. 

3. Google uses .................................................................................. photographs taken from drones and satellite 

imagery to create its Google Maps service. 

4. In many large cities, air quality has .................................................................................. as a result of pollution from 

industry and motor vehicles.   

5. People all around the world were shocked by the .................................................................................. of the 2004 

tsunami disaster in which more than 200 thousand people died and hundreds of coastal villages 

were destroyed. 

6. Queensland is well known for its .................................................................................. beaches with clear blue 

waters and powdery white sands. 

7. Scientists say average global temperatures this year will most likely match previous years of 

.................................................................................. warmth.  

8. Scientists say that even with large cuts to greenhouse gas emissions, climate change will have a big 

impact and governments need to prepare for the .................................................................................. of more 

extreme weather events such as bushfires, floods and hurricanes. 

9. The .................................................................................. mathematician Terry Tao was born in Adelaide in 1975 

and now lives and works in the U.S. He is regarded as one of the world’s best ever mathematicians. 

10. The footballer’s professional career was cut short because he was so injury 

................................................................................... 

11. The man was to be in .................................................................................. health and in 20 years of working he had 

taken only one sick day. 

12. The UN urged world leaders to respond to the .................................................................................. message from 

scientists that climate change was occurring and was mainly caused by human actions. 

13. Thousands of tourists visit the Great Barrier Reef every day. Now with coral bleaching destroying 

large parts of the reef, the .................................................................................. for the local tourist industry was not 

good.  

14. When asked about an expected return to running after suffering a badly broken leg, the athlete said 

she hoped to be back competing in 3 months. Her coach was not so 

.................................................................................. and wondered if she would ever be able to compete at an elite 

level again. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 2,300 kilometres – How long 

the Great Barrier Reef is 
 
o For over 1,000 kilometres 
o 95 per cent 
o No 
o F - part of a global coral 

bleaching event 
 

1. They haven’t been listening to the evidence that they have been providing 
since 1998. 

2. about half 
3. 75 per cent 
4. view colour 
5. 10 years 
6. F 
7. T 
8. it needs to join the global community in reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions 
9. We are stealing the future from our children, it's possible that his 

grandchildren will see the possible end of the Great Barrier Reef 
 

  
carried out from the air aerial  
certain to happen, unavoidable inevitable 
clearly, without doubt, unquestionably unequivocally 
death mortality 
forecast, projection prognosis 
incredible, astonishing staggering 
likely to, inclined to, liable to prone  
optimistic, positive sanguine 
relative size or extent of something, amount scale 
strong and healthy robust 

unspoilt pristine  
unusually abnormally  
well-known, famous and respected eminent  
worsening deterioration
 
 
1. A staggering 230,000 people in 14 countries died in the 2004 tsunami disaster. 
2. Australia has one of the highest mortality rates of skin cancer in the world. 
3. Google uses aerial photographs taken from drones and satellite imagery to create its Google Maps service. 
4. In many large cities, air quality has deteriorated as a result of pollution from industry and motor vehicles.   
5. People all around the world were shocked by the scale of the 2004 tsunami disaster in which more than 200 

thousand people died and hundreds of coastal villages were destroyed. 
6. Queensland is well known for its pristine beaches with clear blue waters and powdery white sands. 
7. Scientists say average global temperatures this year will most likely match previous years of abnormal 

warmth.  
8. Scientists say that even with large cuts to greenhouse gas emissions, climate change will have a big impact 

and governments need to prepare for the inevitability of more extreme weather events such as bushfires, 
floods and hurricanes. 

9. The eminent mathematician Terry Tao was born in Adelaide in 1975 and now lives and works in the U.S. He is 
regarded as one of the world’s best ever mathematicians. 

10. The footballer’s professional career was cut short because he was so injury prone. 
11. The man was to be in robust health and in 20 years of working he had taken only one sick day. 
12. The UN urged world leaders to respond to the unequivocal message from scientists that climate change was 

occurring and was mainly caused by human actions. 
13. Thousands of tourists visit the Great Barrier Reef every day. Now with coral bleaching destroying large parts of 

the reef, the prognosis for the local tourist industry was not good.  
14. When asked about an expected return to running after suffering a badly broken leg, the athlete said she hoped 

to be back competing in 3 months. Her coach was not so sanguine and wondered if she would ever be able to 
compete at an elite level again. 

 


