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Title: Sharapova faces lengthy ban after positive drug test 

First Broadcast: 08.03.2016 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 5:14 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2016/s4420855.htm 

Summary: 
The sporting world was shocked when tennis star Maria Sharapova announced she had 

tested positive to a banned substance called Meldonium. 

Interviewee(s)  Maria Sharapova 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 banned substance (n)  whereabouts (n)  appeal a decision (v) 

 treat a condition (n)  prohibited list (adj)  provisional suspension (adj) 

 ignorance (n)  monitoring program (v)  sounds dodgy (adj) 

 a drug's new status (n)  enhance performance (v)  let down (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
 
 

apply for a court decision to be 

reversed 
 

banned, forbidden  

disappoint  

existing temporarily with changes 

possible later 
 

illness, medical problem  

increase, improve  

lack of knowledge or information or 

awareness 
 

location  

matter, drug  

observing, checking, watching  

official classification, class  

unreliable, doubtful, unconvincing  
 

banned substance (n)

treat a condition (n) 

ignorance (n) 

a drug's new status (n)

whereabouts (n) 

prohibited list (adj) 

monitoring program (v)

enhance performance (v)

appeal a decision (v) 

provisional suspension (adj)

sounds dodgy (adj) 

let down (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 

The sporting world was shocked when tennis star Maria Sharapova announced she had tested positive 

to a banned substance called Meldonium. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Why does the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) ban a lot of substances in professional sports? Is 

this a good thing? What do you think about the issue of doping in sports? 

 

 Why do you think Maria Sharapova was taking a prohibited substance? 

 

 What do you think her reaction was to being caught taking a prohibited substance? 

 

 How do you think her fellow players felt about the news? 

 

 How should Sharapova be punished? 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
 
 
 What does the following facts and figures from the report refer to? 

 

o 5 –  
 

o At the Australian Open –  

 

o A year or more –  
 

 

 Why does Sharapova say she took Meldonium? 

 

A. Her coach forced her to 

B. She was getting sick a lot and it made her healthy 

C. She took it accidentally 
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
 

1. Sharapova said she had only been taking Meldonium for a short time.  T  /  F 

 

2. Meldonium only recently became a prohibited substance.  T  /  F 

 

3. Sharapova blamed her coach for having taken the banned substance.  T  /  F 

 

4. Why does the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) say Meldonium was added to the prohibited list? 

A. Because there was evidence it causes harm to a person’s health 

B. Because the medicine is illegal  

C. Because there was evidence it was being purposely used to enhance performance 

 

5. What does David Bishop, head of the sports science program at Victoria University, say Meldonium 

improves? The delivery of ........................................................................ 

 

6. Is David Bishop surprised Sharapova was unaware the substance had been put on WADA’s 

prohibited list?  Yes  /  No 

 

7. The drug is not available in Australia.  T  /  F 

 

8. Sharapova said she will now retire from tennis.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

substance                    condition                    ignorance                    status 

whereabouts                       prohibited                      monitoring                    enhance 

appeal                      provisional                     dodgy                    let down 

 
 

1. After being suspended from playing for 2 years, the footballer said she was innocent and would 

instruct her lawyer to launch an ....................................................................in the High Court. 

2. After collapsing during a game and undergoing a series of tests at the hospital, doctors found that 

the man had a serious heart ....................................................................and advised him not to play football 

again. 

3. Although the investigation was not yet complete, ....................................................................findings suggested 

the plane crash was caused by pilot error. 

4. At Wimbledon, players must wear clothes that are mostly or completely white. Coloured items, 

including head and wrist bands, are ..................................................................... 

5. For centre court tennis matches at the Australian Open, the weather is closely 

....................................................................by officials. If it gets too hot, or rain is forecast, the roof will be closed. 

6. Kids at the school said they felt very ....................................................................when the arranged visit by the 

tennis star was cancelled at the last minute. 

7. Police had searched for the suspect at the homes of relatives and friends but his 

.................................................................... remained unknown. 

8. Roger Federer’s reputation for being a nice guy was ....................................................................when he went to 

the aid of a ball boy who had collapsed during a match because of the heat. He gave him a drink and 

helped officials take him off court for medical treatment. 

9. The politician called police after a suspicious ....................................................................was found in an 

envelope she had opened. The white powder was later tested but was found to be harmless. 

10. The tennis fans were desperate for tickets to the sold out final. They looked online and found some 

for sale. But it seemed a bit ....................................................................so they decided not to risk their money 

and to watch the match on TV instead.  

11. Thirty years ago there was no random alcohol breath testing for drivers in Australia. In those days, 

many people were ....................................................................about the effects of alcohol on driving. 

12. Wimbledon, the US Open, the French Open and the Australian Open tennis tournaments were given 

official Grand Slam ....................................................................by the International Tennis Federation in 1924. 
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ANSWERS 
 
5 – How many Grand Slams Sharapova has won 
 
At the Australian Open – Where Sharapova failed 
the drug test 
 
A year or more – How long Sharapova could be 
banned for 
 
She was getting sick a lot and it made her healthy 
 
 

1. F (10 years) 
2. T 
3. F 
4. Because there was evidence it was being 

purposely used to enhance performance 
5. oxygen (in the body) 
6. yes 
7. T 
8. F 

 

  
apply for a court decision to be reversed appeal  
banned, forbidden prohibited 
disappoint let down 
existing temporarily with changes possible later provisional
illness, medical problem condition 
increase, improve enhance
lack of knowledge or information or awareness ignorance 
location whereabouts 
matter, drug substance 
observing, checking, watching monitoring 
official classification, class status  
unreliable, doubtful, unconvincing dodgy  
 
 
1. After being suspended from playing for 2 years, the footballer said she was innocent and would 

instruct her lawyer to launch an appeal in the High Court. 
2. After collapsing during a game and undergoing a series of tests at the hospital, doctors found that 

the man had a serious heart condition and advised him not to play football again. 
3. Although the investigation was not yet complete, provisional findings suggested the plane crash 

was caused by pilot error. 
4. At Wimbledon, players must wear clothes that are mostly or completely white. Coloured items, 

including head and wrist bands, are prohibited. 
5. For centre court tennis matches at the Australian Open, the weather is closely monitored by 

officials. If it gets too hot, or rain is forecast, the roof will be closed. 
6. Kids at the school said they felt very let down when the arranged visit by the tennis star was 

cancelled at the last minute. 
7. Police had searched for the suspect at the homes of relatives and friends but his whereabouts 

remained unknown. 
8. Roger Federer’s reputation for being a nice guy was enhanced when he went to the aid of a ball boy 

who had collapsed during a match because of the heat. He gave him a drink and helped officials take 
him off court for medical treatment. 

9. The politician called police after a suspicious substance was found in an envelope she had opened. 
The white powder was later tested but was found to be harmless. 

10. The tennis fans were desperate for tickets to the sold out final. They looked online and found some 
for sale. But it seemed a bit dodgy so they decided not to risk their money and to watch the match 
on TV instead.  

11. Thirty years ago there was no random alcohol breath testing for drivers in Australia. In those days, 
many people were ignorant about the effects of alcohol on driving. 

12. Wimbledon, the US Open, the French Open and the Australian Open tennis tournaments were given 
official Grand Slam status by the International Tennis Federation in 1924. 

 


