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Title: Organ donation review recommends changes  
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Summary: 
The Australian government has committed to improving the country’s organ and tissue 
donation rates after an independent review recommended significant changes in the way 
organ donation is promoted to the public and implemented in hospitals. 

Interviewee(s)  Australia’s Rural Health Minister Senator Fiona Nash 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jan/15/organ-donation-families-block-

transplant 

 http://theconversation.com/opt-out-organ-donation-in-wales-a-model-for-australia-15945 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 implement (v)  oversight (n)  public recognition (n) 

 relatively low (adv)  mentor (n)  vital (adj) 

 boost (v)  deceased (adj)  invariably (adv) 

 sound strategy (adj)  give consent (n)  breakdown of funding (n) 

 reform program (n)  register an intent (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

acknowledgement, appreciation   

advise, guide, train  

agreement, permission  

always, in every case  

change, reorganization  

dead  

 explanatory analysis  

in  comparison  

lift, help increase or improve  

positive, acceptable  

purpose, plan, aim  

put into effect, put into operation  

supervision  

very important, 

absolutely necessary, crucial 
 

 

implement (v) 

relatively low (adv) 

boost (v) 

sound strategy (adj) 

reform program (n) 

oversight (n) 

mentor (n) 

deceased (adj) 

give consent (n) 

register an intent (n) 

public recognition (n)

vital (adj) 

invariably (adv) 

breakdown of funding (n)
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REPORT SUMMARY 
 

The Australian government has committed to improving the country’s organ and tissue donation rates 

after an independent review recommended significant changes in the way organ donation is promoted to 

the public and implemented in hospitals. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 How does organ donation work? Which organs or tissue are commonly transplanted? 

 Why do you think organ donation rates are not as high as some people would like? 

 How can organ donation rates be boosted?  

 Some countries now have an “opt-out” system for human organ and tissue transplantation, which 

means adults will be deemed to consent to donating their organs and tissue in the event of their 

death as the default position, unless they make it known that they do not want this to happen. Do you 

think this a good policy? 

 Australia's Rural Health Minister Senator Fiona Nash says “it's about awareness ... we need people 

to have the conversation and discuss organ donation (and) whether or not (they) would want to 

choose to be an organ donor.” Why is this important? 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Before listening to the report, note down what you think the following figure from the report refers to 
 

 About 1.8 million Australians -  

 

 

Listen to the report and answer the following questions 

 

o Compared to other developed countries, Australia's organ donation rates are ...  

a. low.                 b. similar.                 c. high. 

 

o According to Rural Health Minister Senator Fiona Nash, Australia's organ donation rates over the last 

8 years have been ... a. very good.             b. good, but could be better               c. poor. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 

  
1. By how much did Australia's organ donation rates increase since 2009? ............................................  

 

2. Where does Australia rank in the world for organ donation? ............................................ 

 

3. How many deceased organ donors were there in Australia in 2014? ............................................ 

 

4. What does Jason Ryan, the chairman of Transplant Australia, think about Australia's organ donation 

rate?  

A. The rate is far too low 

B. The rate is improving but it could be higher 

C. The rate is very high and beyond expectations 

 

5. What new system did Senator Nash announce in order to get more Australians to sign up?  

A new ........................................................................................ 

 

6. While 1.8 million Australians have finalised the process and are actually a registered donor, how 

many have registered their intent to donate but haven’t yet given their consent? 

........................................................................................  

 

7. What does the report say donor families should be offered?  

A. Money           

B. Public recognition         

C. Counselling 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 

implement                        relatively                      boost                     sound                      reform  

oversight                     mentor                     deceased                     consent                     intent 

recognition                     vital                      invariably                      breakdown 

 
 

1. After being elected, the prime minister announced a number of major economic 

......................................................................................... including the introduction of a consumption tax. 

2. Australia performs very well in many measures of well-being and living standards 

......................................................................................... to most other countries. 

3. Even though her parents wanted her to study medicine after finishing high school, the student was 

......................................................................................... on becoming a chef. 

4. Even though liver transplants are much more common these days with good survival rates, it is 

......................................................................................... a risky procedure. 

5. Even though the relationship between the student and his university supervisor was 

........................................................................................., it was regarded as an abuse of power and the professor’s 

employment was terminated. 

6. If someone suffers a major heart attack, immediate medical attention is ............................................................... 

to their chances of survival. 

7. The complex nature of emergency medical care means that junior doctors need extensive support 

and ................................................................... to perform safely and efficiently in an emergency department. 

8. The government announced a range of economic measures to ............................................................................  

employment, especially among young people in rural areas.    

9. The heart transplant surgeon was presented with a special award in ............................................................... of 

his contribution to medicine. 

10. The hospital provided patients with a detailed ............................................................... of all the costs for a 

surgical procedure. 

11. The restaurant chain estimated that the ............................................................... of a new online booking system 

had saved the company more than a million dollars in the first year. 

12. The rider of the motorbike was pronounced ............................................................... by emergency workers 

when they arrived at the accident scene and they immediately tried to contact the victim’s family.  

13. When a new employee began work at the company, they would be partnered with a senior employer 

who would act as their ............................................................... for the first few months. 

14. While the report found the hospital’s cleaning procedures were ..............................................................., it said 

more still needed to be done to prevent the spread of infectious diseases among patients.  
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ANSWERS 
 
 About 1.8 million Australians - Have 

registered and given their consent to be 
organ donors 
 

o low 
o good, but could be better              

1. 41 per cent 
2. 22nd 
3. 378  
4. The rate is improving but it could be higher 
5. online consent system 
6. around 6.1 million 
7. Public recognition         

  
acknowledgement, appreciation  recognition 
advise, guide, train mentor 
agreement, permission consent 
always, in every case invariably 
change, reorganization reform  
dead deceased 
 explanatory analysis breakdown 
in  comparison relatively  
lift, help increase or improve boost 
positive, acceptable sound  
purpose, plan, aim intent 
put into effect, put into operation implement 
supervision oversight 
very important, absolutely necessary, crucial vital 
 
1. After being elected, the prime minister announced a number of major economic reforms including 

the introduction of a consumption tax. 
2. Australia performs very well in many measures of well-being and living standards relative to most 

other countries. 
3. Even though her parents wanted her to study medicine after finishing high school, the student was 

intent on becoming a chef. 
4. Even though liver transplants are much more common these days with good survival rates, it is 

invariably a risky procedure. 
5. Even though the relationship between the student and his university supervisor was consensual, it 

was regarded as an abuse of power and the professor’s employment was terminated. 
6. If someone suffers a major heart attack, immediate medical attention is vital to their chances of 

survival. 
7. The complex nature of emergency medical care means that junior doctors need extensive support 

and oversight to perform safely and efficiently in an emergency department. 
8. The government announced a range of economic measures to boost employment, especially among 

young people in rural areas.    
9. The heart transplant surgeon was presented with a special award in recognition of his contribution 

to medicine. 
10. The hospital provided patients with a detailed breakdown of all the costs for a surgical procedure. 
11. The restaurant chain estimated that the implementation of a new online booking system had saved 

the company more than a million dollars in the first year. 
12. The rider of the motorbike was pronounced deceased by emergency workers when they arrived at 

the accident scene and they immediately tried to contact the victim’s family.  
13. When a new employee began work at the company, they would be partnered with a senior employer 

who would act as their mentor for the first few months. 
14. While the report found the hospital’s cleaning procedures were sound, it said more still needed to be 

done to prevent the spread of infectious diseases among patients.  
 


