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Title: Coca-Cola reveals $1.7 million funding for Australian health research groups 

First Broadcast: March, 2016 

Source: ABC’s The 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:31 

Media: 

Video & Script 
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2015/s4422893.htm 
 
Video only 
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/news/730/video/201603/730s_Coke_1003_512k.mp4 

Summary: 
Coca-Cola has revealed how it funded scientific research focusing on exercise rather 

than diet. 

Interviewee(s) 
Marion Nestle, one of America's best known food bloggers and a leader of the anti-

sugar campaign 

Related Stories: 
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/sep/22/coca-cola-discloses-health-research-funding 

http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/11/coca-cola-obesity-health-studies  

 
 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 waistlines bulge (v)  at the forefront (n)  compromise (v) 

 villain (n)  spearhead (v)  fundamental principle (adj) 

 expose a secret (v)  pledge (v)  decline a request (v) 

 staggering amount (adj)  focus primarily (adv)  roll out a ban (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

a person or thing that causes 

problems, harm, or damage 

 

expand, swell  

incredible, very large or surprising  

introduce, launch  

lead, direct  

leading or most important position   

mainly  

of central importance, essential  

promise, vow, guarantee  

refuse politely  

uncover, reveal  

weaken or harm by accepting 

standards that are lower than 

is desirable 

 

 

waistlines bulge (v) 

villain (n) 

expose a secret (v) 

staggering amount (adj)

at the forefront (n) 

spearhead (v) 

pledge (v) 

focus primarily (adv) 

compromise (v) 

fundamental principle (adj)

decline a request (v) 

roll out a ban (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 

 The anti-sugar message is growing in Australia. Why? What is the message?  

 

 Does drinking Coca-Cola contribute toward obesity? What health problems does obesity lead to? 

 

 Why would Coca-Cola fund scientific research focusing on exercise rather than diet? 

 

 Marion Nestle says that if Coca-Cola is “doing research on diet and health, then the Coca-Cola 

funding is going to make (health research organisations) look as if they're working for the company 

and I don't think that's good for the independence of research.” Do you agree? 

 

 Professor Tim Olds, from the University of South Australia, says “we're not going to have a world in 

which there's no private sector funding of public sector research.” Why not? 

 

 Do you think public sector research organisations such as universities should accept funding from 

private sector companies like Coca-Cola? 
 
  

 

 
 
  
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Watch the report and answer these questions 

 

 

 Coca-Cola was  transparent  /  secretive  about its funding of scientific research focusing on 

exercise rather than diet. 

 

 What has YMCA in Victoria banned from its centres? ..................................................... 

 

 A 1.25 litre bottle of Coca-Cola contains  15  /  25  /  35 teaspoons of sugar. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 

 

1. Before banning them, YMCA in Victoria had not been selling a lot of sugary drinks in its centres.  

T  /  F 

 

2. People who eat a lot of sugar tend to have worse diets and suffer more from obesity and from which 

diseases later on? ...................................................................................................................................................... 

 

3. Revelations that Coca-Cola had funded an organisation for the purpose of convincing the world that 

physical activity was more important than what you eat in controlling your body weight didn’t concern 

the company or result in any negative public relations. T  /  F 

 

4. Coca-Cola refused to reveal which health and well-being research organisations it has funded. T  /  F 

 

5. Professor Tim Olds, who received $400,000 from Coca-Cola for an international child obesity study, 

says he gets a lot of other academics ... 

a. supporting his decision to accept this kind of funding. 

b. criticizing his decision to accept this kind of funding. 

 

6. When Professor Stephen Simpson, one of Australia's leaders in obesity research, was invited by Jim 

Hill to join his Coke-funded global research group, what was his response? 

............................................................... 

 

7. Did the girl interviewed at the end of the report approve of YMCA’s decision to ban soft drinks from 

its centres?  Yes  /  No 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 
 

bulge                   villain                   expose                  staggering                   forefront 

spearhead                   pledge                   primarily                   compromise 

fundamental                   decline              roll out 

 
 
 

1. A new study showed that a ....................................................................number of people across the world are 

dying as a result of heart disease. 

2. Education is a ....................................................................right of all children. 

3. Medical experts said forcing doctors to routinely work shifts of up to 20 hours seriously 

....................................................................the health and safety of hospital patients. 

4. Most people who give up smoking do so ....................................................................because they are concerned 

about the harmful effect it has on their health. But the high cost of cigarettes these days is another 

factor. 

5. Over the next 12 months, the fast food company planned to ....................................................................a number 

of new, healthier snacks in all its stores across the country. 

6. The fast food company ....................................................................to introduce a range of healthier snacks in its 

menu and reduce the amount of sugar and fat in regular items.  

7. The man was on a sugar free diet so he had to ....................................................................his colleague’s offer of 

a piece of delicious looking home-made cake. 

8. The man, who was on trial for assault, was ....................................................................as a liar in the court when 

police presented video evidence showing him drinking in the bar where the crime took place and at 

the same time he said he had been at home in bed. 

9. The scientist was at the ....................................................................of research into the causes of childhood 

obesity and regularly travelled overseas to deliver talks on the subject.  

10. The woman was appointed by the government to ....................................................................a national health 

education programme. 

11. When someone’s belly and hips ....................................................................over their jeans, it is often referred to 

as a ‘muffin top’.  

12. When the problem of childhood obesity is discussed, junk food is often said to be the main 

..................................................................... But many other factors contribute to this very complex problem, 

including a lack of exercise, education and genes.  
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ANSWERS 
 

 secretive   
 the sale of soft drinks 
 35  

1. F 
2. more type two diabetes, more heart disease 
3. F 
4. F 
5. criticizing his decision to accept this kind of funding 
6. he declined 
7. yes  

  
a person or thing that causes problems, harm, or damage villain 
expand, swell bulge 
incredible, very large or surprising staggering 
introduce, launch roll out 
lead, direct spearhead 
leading or most important position  forefront 
mainly primarily 
of central importance, essential fundamental 
promise, vow, guarantee pledge 
refuse politely decline 
uncover, reveal expose 
weaken or harm by accepting standards that are lower than is desirable compromise 
 
1. A new study showed that a staggering number of people across the world are dying as a result of 

heart disease. 
2. Education is a fundamental right of all children. 
3. Medical experts said forcing doctors to routinely work shifts of up to 20 hours seriously 

compromised the health and safety of hospital patients. 
4. Most people who give up smoking do so primarily because they are concerned about the harmful 

effect it has on their health. But the high cost of cigarettes these days is another factor. 
5. Over the next 12 months, the fast food company planned to roll out a number of new, healthier 

snacks in all its stores across the country. 
6. The fast food company pledged to introduce a range of healthier snacks in its menu and reduce the 

amount of sugar and fat in regular items.  
7. The man was on a sugar free diet so he had to decline his colleague’s offer of a piece of delicious 

looking home-made cake. 
8. The man, who was on trial for assault, was exposed as a liar in the court when police presented 

video evidence showing him drinking in the bar where the crime took place and at the same time he 
said he had been at home in bed. 

9. The scientist was at the forefront of research into the causes of childhood obesity and regularly 
travelled overseas to deliver talks on the subject.  

10. The woman was appointed by the government to spearhead a national health education 
programme. 

11. When someone’s belly and hips bulge over their jeans, it is often referred to as a ‘muffin top’.  
12. When the problem of childhood obesity is discussed, junk food is often said to be the main villain. 

But many other factors contribute to this very complex problem, including a lack of exercise, 
education and genes.  

 


