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Title: Mark Zuckerberg pledges most of his wealth to charity in letter to newborn daughter 

First Broadcast: December, 2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:15 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4364415.htm 

Summary: 
In a letter to his newly born daughter, Mark Zuckerberg has pledged that he and his wife will 

donate their fortune to charitable causes. 

Interviewee(s) 
 Sarah Davies, the chief executive of Australian's peak philanthropy organisation, 

Philanthropy Australia 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/dec/02/mark-zuckerberg-and-priscilla-chans-

99-pledge-is-born-with-strings-attached 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 pledge (v)  lay out a vision (n)  thorny issue (adj) 

 initiative (n)  promote equality (v)  managed to crack (v) 

 entity (n)  advance human potential (v)  crack on with delivering (v) 

 proceeds (n)  advocating for changes (v)  

 intractable nature (adj)  endow (v)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 

 
 
 

body, a thing with a distinct and 

independent existence 
 

campaign, 

publicly recommend or support 
 

cause to make progress  

causing difficulty or trouble  

find a solution to, work out  

give, bequeath  

hard to deal with or solve  

idea or plan for the future   

money, profits, income  

proceed quickly  

programme, plan, project  

promise  

support, encourage, further  
 

pledge (v) 

initiative (n) 

entity (n) 

proceeds (n) 

intractable nature (adj)

lay out a vision (n) 

promote equality (v) 

advance human potential (v)

advocating for changes (v)

endow (v) 

thorny issue (adj) 

managed to crack (v)

crack on with delivering (v)
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 What do you know about Mark Zuckerberg? Who is his wife? 

 

 Who are some of the world’s other biggest philanthropists? 

 

 In a statement about the fund, it was said that the aim was to "further the mission of advancing 

human potential and promoting equality by means of philanthropic, public advocacy, and other 

activities for the public good."  

 

What do you think are some examples of how the funds will or should be used? How can 

philanthropy solve some of society’s biggest problems? 

 

 Do you think the world’s richest people should be giving a large proportion of their wealth away? Or 

is it better to pass most of it onto their children? 

  

 Do you think everyone should donate some of their income to charities if they can afford to do so? 

 

 If rich people do choose to give some of their wealth away, when should they it? Why might a 

wealthy person prefer to do this while they are still alive? 

 

 
  
 
Before listening to the report, note down what you think the following figure from the report refers to 
 

 99 per cent – 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 

1. At current values, how much is the fortune Mark Zuckerberg’s pledged to give away worth? 

................................................................................... 

 

2. When will the money be donated? 

a. When Mark Zuckerberg retires 

b. After Mark Zuckerberg dies 

c. Throughout Chan and Zuckerberg’s lifetimes 

 

3. The charity is called the Chan Zuckerberg ........................................................... 

 

4. According to Sarah Davies, chief executive of Australian's peak philanthropy organisation, there is 

has been more of a trend of people making public commitments to give their wealth away ...  

a. while they're still living.                    b. after they die. 

 

5. In the letter to their daughter, Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan tell her that their goal is to 

advance ........................................................................................ and promote ........................................................... 

 

6. Their pledge is roughly the same amount of money currently endowed to which charity?  

........................................................................................ 

 

7. What was something pledged by this charitable foundation most recently? 

Money for .............................................................................................................. 

 

8. Which statement best describes Sarah Davies’ thoughts on philanthropy in Australia? 

a. Australia is one of the most philanthropic countries in the world 

b. Australia could improve its philanthropy in terms of quantity and what it achieves 

c. Australia is one of the least philanthropic countries in the world 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 

 
 

entity                   advocating                  advance                  thorny                    

crack                  endow                  intractable                   vision                  proceeds           

crack on                  initiative                  pledge                  promote 

 
 
 

1. After being re-elected, the country’s president said she would ......................................................................with 

reforming the country’s economic and political systems and boosting the wealth of the nation. 

2. ......................................................................which operate mostly for charitable purposes are usually not subject 

to tax. 

3. How to deal with the millions of refugees trying to escape from Syria is a 

...................................................................... issue for European governments. 

4. It is often said that the spending of billions of dollars on space research programs is a waste of 

money but others argue it is very important for ......................................................................human and scientific 

knowledge. 

5. Many people applauded the government’s new ......................................................................to tackle the city’s 

growing problem of homelessness which included making more subsidised housing available. 

6. Some of the country’s richest business people had ......................................................................tens of millions of 

dollars to the candidate’s campaign to win the presidential election. 

7. Some people say that the involvement of celebrities, such as film and sports stars, in charitable 

causes is sometimes more about self- ......................................................................than genuine philanthropic 

concerns. 

8. The charity used ......................................................................from the sale of land it owned to donate more than 

a $1 million to help with rebuilding efforts in Nepal after the city was devastated by an earthquake. 

9. The country’s government had found it hard to lift more people out of poverty due to 

......................................................................economic and social problems and an ongoing civil war.  

10. The environmental group’s main focus was to ......................................................................for changes to animal 

cruelty laws and for a ban on the live animal export market. 

11. The school received an ......................................................................of around $1 million per year from a fund set 

up by a group of business people. The money was used to provide scholarships to people from 

underprivileged backgrounds. 

12. The South African government was looking at ways to ......................................................................the problem of 

a severe shortage of specialised doctors. 

13. When it comes to the development of consumer electronic products, Steve jobs is regarded as one 

of the most ......................................................................people the world has ever seen. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 99 per cent – How much of his 

wealth Mark Zuckerberg has 
pledged to give to charity 
 

 
1. about $45 billion 
2. Throughout their lifetimes 

3. Initiative 
4. while they're still living     
5. human potential, equality 
6. Bill and Melinda Gates 
7. clean energy research 
8. Australia could improve its philanthropy in terms of 

quantity and what it achieves 
 

  
body, a thing with a distinct and independent existence entity 
campaign, publicly recommend or support advocating 
cause to make progress advance  
causing difficulty or trouble thorny  
find a solution to, work out crack 
give, bequeath endow 
hard to deal with or solve intractable  
idea or plan for the future  vision 
money, profits, income proceeds 
proceed quickly crack on  
programme, plan, project initiative 
promise pledge 
support, encourage, further promote  
 
 
1. After being re-elected, the country’s president said she would crack on with reforming the country’s 

economic and political systems and boosting the wealth of the nation. 
2. Entities which operate mostly for charitable purposes are usually not subject to tax. 
3. How to deal with the millions of refugees trying to escape from Syria is a thorny issue for European 

governments. 
4. It is often said that the spending of billions of dollars on space research programs is a waste of 

money but others argue it is very important for advancing human and scientific knowledge. 
5. Many people applauded the government’s new initiative to tackle the city’s growing problem of 

homelessness which included making more subsidised housing available. 
6. Some of the country’s richest business people had pledged tens of millions of dollars to the 

candidate’s campaign to win the presidential election. 
7. Some people say that the involvement of celebrities, such as film and sports stars, in charitable 

causes is sometimes more about self- promotion than genuine philanthropic concerns. 
8. The charity used proceeds from the sale of land it owned to donate more than a $1 million to help 

with rebuilding efforts in Nepal after the city was devastated by an earthquake. 
9. The country’s government had found it hard to lift more people out of poverty due to intractable 

economic and social problems and an ongoing civil war.  
10. The environmental group’s main focus was to advocate for changes to animal cruelty laws and for a 

ban on the live animal export market. 
11. The school received an endowment of around $1 million per year from a fund set up by a group of 

business people. The money was used to provide scholarships to people from underprivileged 
backgrounds. 

12. The South African government was looking at ways to crack the problem of a severe shortage of 
specialised doctors. 

13. When it comes to the development of consumer electronic products, Steve jobs is regarded as one 
of the most visionary people the world has ever seen. 

 


