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Title: Ocean's populations shrink over the past 40 years 

First Broadcast: 17.09.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:20 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4314320.htm 

Summary: 

An international study by the World Wildlife Fund and the London Zoological Society shows 

that the populations of some marine animals have experienced steep declines over the last 

4 decades. 

Interviewee(s) 

 John Tanzer, the director of the marine program at WWF International  

 Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, the director of the Global Change Institute at the 

University of Queensland 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/20/fish-are-dying-but-human-life-is-

threatened-too 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 worse fate (n)  manage sustainably (adv)  timely call (adv) 

 staggering (adj)  support an initiative (n)  intact ecosystem (adj) 

 steep decline (adj)  exploitation (n)  bombard (v) 

 critical dependence (adj)  stimulus (n)  livelihood (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 

attack, blast  

complete, undamaged  

extremely important, crucial  

income, means of support  

not happening too late, happening at 

an appropriate moment 
 

 plan or idea to deal with a problem  

result, things that will happen  

rising or falling very sharply  

something that causes a change   

use, utilization  

very large, shocking, incredible  

without completely using up or 

destroying 
 

 

worse fate (n) 

staggering (adj) 

steep decline (adj) 

critical dependence (adj)

manage sustainably (adv)

support an initiative (n)

exploitation (n) 

stimulus (n) 

timely call (adv) 

intact ecosystem (adj)

bombard (v) 

livelihood (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 What are some different kinds of marine animals? 

 

 Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, director of the Global Change Institute at the University of 

Queensland, says that “what's happening to nature is, we're bombarding it from a number of different 

directions and now we're starting to see the consequences.” What kind of “bombardment does he 

mean? What do you think are the main reasons why the populations of some marine animals have 

experienced steep declines over the last 40 years? 

 

 John Tanzer, the director of the marine program at WWF International, says the trend is worrying 

because it affects the entire food supply chain and that “we're all dependant on the oceans in (some) 

way.” What are the consequences for the environment and coastal communities, particularly those in 

the developing world, of a big fall in the number of marine animals? 

  

 What are the solutions to this problem? Can the declines be reversed? How? What can governments 

do? Is it important action is taken? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to: 
 

 Less than 4 per cent of the world's oceans -  

 

 

 Some to less than 5 per cent of what they used to be –  

 

 

 Around 500 million people –  
  
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 

1. According to the WWF's Living Blue Planet Report, what has had a devastating effect on the world's 

oceans?  

Over-fishing, pollution and ........................................................................ 

 

2. Populations of marine mammals, birds, fish and reptiles have declined by how much over the past 

four decades?  

a. Almost a quarter             b. Almost a third               c. Almost half 

 

3. What else has declined sharply?  

The number of coral reefs, mangroves and ....................................................................... 

 

4. John Tanzer says from governments in particular we need much greater political will and also much 

greater .......................................................................... 

 

5. Which statement best describes the current state of Australia’s famous Great Barrier Reef? 

A. It is very well managed and there has been little loss of coral. 

B. It is very well managed but there has been a large loss of coral similar to other parts of the world. 

C. It is poorly managed and there has been a greater loss of coral than in other parts of the world. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 fate  sustainably timely  

 staggering  initiative intact  

 steep   exploitation bombard 

 critical   stimulus livelihood 
 
 
 

1. A new government .................................................................... to encourage more household recycling, which 

included supplying residents with special recycling bins, was welcomed by environmental groups. 

2. A new study showed that a ....................................................................number of people across the world die in 

traffic accidents each year. In China alone the estimate is 275 thousand. 

3. A report just released by the UN showing 2014 to be the hottest year on record was a 

....................................................................reminder for world leaders gathering in Paris to discuss climate 

change that a global agreement on carbon emissions reductions was urgently needed. 

4. After announcing the government's intention to build the country's first nuclear power reactor, the 

prime minister was ....................................................................with questions from dozens of journalists who 

attended the press conference. 

5. Due to the ....................................................................of southern blue fin tuna, strict limits had been imposed on 

commercial fishing and the price of the fish had almost tripled as a result.  

6. In order to tackle the problem of global warming, greater investment in the renewable energy sector 

and less dependence on fossil fuels is ..................................................................... 

7. In some countries, especially in northern Europe, there has been a 

....................................................................rise in the amount of electricity being generated from renewable 

sources such as solar and wind. 

8. Industry representatives said the proposed carbon tax would have a negative impact on the economy 

and would threaten the ....................................................................of tens of thousands of people.  

9. The country’s economy had growing by an average of almost 10% over the last decade. But many 

experts believe that this rate of growth had come at a big cost to the environment and is not 

..................................................................... 

10. The environmental group said a higher emissions reduction target would actually benefit the 

economy as it would help ....................................................................greater investment in renewable energy 

and encourage innovation. 

11. The ....................................................................of the prisoners convicted of drug smuggling and sentenced to 

death would be decided next month by a panel of appeal judges. 

12. The plane was forced to crash land in a park after experiencing engine failure. Rescue workers said 

that despite damage to the wings, they were amazed to find the plane mostly 

.................................................................... and with no passengers seriously injured.  
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ANSWERS 
 
 Less than 4 per cent of the world's oceans - Are 

protected 
 Some to less than 5 per cent of what they used to 

be – How much some fish stocks have declined by  
 Around 500 million people – Number of people 

across the world who are supported by marine 
habitats and ecosystems, such as coral reefs  

1. climate change 
2. Almost half 
3. seagrasses 
4. investment  
5. It is very well managed but there has been 

a large loss of coral similar to other parts 
of the world. 

 
  
 
attack, blast bombard 
complete, undamaged intact  
extremely important, crucial critical  
income, means of support livelihood 
 not happening too late, happening at an appropriate moment timely  
 plan or idea to deal with a problem initiative 
result, things that will happen fate 
rising or falling very sharply steep  
something that causes a change  stimulus 
use, utilization exploitation 
very large, shocking, incredible staggering 
without completely using up or destroying sustainably 
 
1. A new government initiative to encourage more household recycling, which included supplying 

residents with special recycling bins, was welcomed by environmental groups. 
2. A new study showed that a staggering number of people across the world die in traffic accidents 

each year. In China alone the estimate is 275 thousand. 
3. A report just released by the UN showing 2014 to be the hottest year on record was a timely 

reminder for world leaders gathering in Paris to discuss climate change that a global agreement on 
carbon emissions reductions was urgently needed. 

4. After announcing the government's intention to build the country's first nuclear power reactor, the 
prime minister was bombarded with questions from dozens of journalists who attended the press 
conference. 

5. Due to the overexploitation of southern blue fin tuna, strict limits had been imposed on commercial 
fishing and the price of the fish had almost tripled as a result.  

6. In order to tackle the problem of global warming, greater investment in the renewable energy sector 
and less dependence on fossil fuels is critical. 

7. In some countries, especially in northern Europe, there has been a steep rise in the amount of 
electricity being generated from renewable sources such as solar and wind. 

8. Industry representatives said the proposed carbon tax would have a negative impact on the economy 
and would threaten the livelihood of tens of thousands of people.  

9. The country’s economy had growing by an average of almost 10% over the last decade. But many 
experts believe that this rate of growth had come at a big cost to the environment and is not 
sustainable. 

10. The environmental group said a higher emissions reduction target would actually benefit the 
economy as it would help stimulate greater investment in renewable energy and encourage 
innovation. 

11. The fate of the prisoners convicted of drug smuggling and sentenced to death would be decided next 
month by a panel of appeal judges. 

12. The plane was forced to crash land in a park after experiencing engine failure. Rescue workers said 
that despite damage to the wings, they were amazed to find the plane mostly intact and with no 
passengers seriously injured.  

 


