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Title: People living in the bush are Australia's happiest 

First Broadcast: 15.07.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:58 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4274168.htm 

Summary: 

A survey of 17,000 people, which included questions about their health, relationship status 

and their location, has found that Australians living in the bush, females and people in de 

facto relationships are more likely to be happy. 

Interviewee(s) 
 Associate Professor Roger Wilkins from the University of Melbourne 

 Janine O'Brien is a Sydney-based clinical midwife specialist 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/survey-reveals-what-makes-australians-feel-happy-and-healthy-

20150714-gic8sa.html 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 
 
 

 elusive thing (adj)  de facto relationship (adj) implications for health (n)

 probe into why (v)  fare much better (v) metropolitan area (adj)

 point of speculation (n)  some tension (n) homophobia (n) 

 commute times (n)  relationship duration (n) implications for health (n)

 income status (n)  overwhelming (adj)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 
 

city, urban  
conflict, friction, state of 

disagreement, ill-feeling 
 

do something well or badly  
fear or dislike of, or discrimination 

against gays 
 

hard to find, get hold of or 

understand 
 

ideas, guesses or theories related to 

something that is not known 
 

in reality, in effect  

investigate, examine, enquire  
 length of time that something lasts, 

period 
 

level, position or rank of someone or 

something when compared to others 

in a society 

 

possible future effect or result  
regular travel to or from a place, e,g. 

a place of work 
 

used to describe something that is 

so difficult that you feel unable to do 

it 

 

 

elusive thing (adj) 

probe into why (v) 

point of speculation (n)

commute times (n) 

income status (n) 

de facto relationship (adj)

fare much better (v) 

some tension (n) 

relationship duration (n)

overwhelming (adj) 

implications for health (n)

metropolitan area (adj)

homophobia (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 What factors do you think influence a person’s happiness in life? 

 

 Why do you think people living in a small town tend to have poorer health and lower incomes? 

Despite this, why might be people be happier living in a small town? What are some advantages? 

 

 What might be some advantages of living in the city compared to a small town? 

 

 Why do people in de facto relationships tend to be happier than those who are legally married? 

 

 What impact do you think having a child has on a relationship and people’s happiness? 

 

 Janine O'Brien, a clinical midwife specialist who runs classes for expecting parents, says we are not 

designed to bring up children with all the stress and the responsibility laid on two people. We're 

supposed to parent in communities so couples should get as much support as possible. Do you 

agree? 

 

 What about for people who identify as gay, lesbian or bisexual? What do you think the survey 

showed in relation to their health and happiness compared to others? 
 
 
 
 
 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
What do you think and why? 
 

 

 Who is more likely to be happier as a result of being married?  a. Men            b. Women 

 

 Who is more likely to be satisfied with their partner?  a. Men            b. Women 

 

 Who receives a significant a health benefit from being married?  a. Men            b. Women 

 

 What impact do children have on relationship satisfaction?  a. Negative           b. Positive 

 

 

 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
  
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 

 

 

1. You're likely to be one of the happiest people in Australia if you're ___________________ and living 

in ___________________. 

 

2. Why are people in de facto relationships happier than those who are legally married?  

They are less likely to ___________________________ 

 

3. The longer people are in a relationship, the  less satisfied   /   more satisfied  they tend to be. 

  

4. Something not picked up in the report is that despite the negatives, a source of happiness for people 

is ______________________________________ 

 

5. People who identify as gay, lesbian or bisexual on average have ___________________________ 

and ___________________________ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 elusive   de facto implications  

 probe   fare metropolitan  

 speculation  tension homophobia 

 commute   duration implications  

 status  overwhelming  
 
 
 

1. A new report showed that there was a culture of ………………………………………..…….. in the armed forces 

with most gay members fearful of coming out. 

2. Although many enjoy their work, a dream job that pays lots of money is for most people an 

………………………………………..…….. thing. 

3. Although more people are choosing to live outside the major cities, around 70% of Australia’s 

population still reside in ………………………………………..…….. regions near the coast with most concentrated 

in the largest cities of Sydney and Melbourne. 

4. Although most parents will say having children is a positive and overall joyful experience, they can 

feel ………………………………………..…….. at times, especially if they are juggling full time work and parenting 

duties. 

5. As the prices of inner city homes continue to skyrocket, more people are forced to move to the outer 

suburbs and ………………………………………..…….. longer distances to work. 

6. Divorce can have major financial ………………………………………..…….. for separating spouses, especially if 

one of them has been out of the workforce for a long period of time bringing up children. 

7. For the ………………………………………..…….. of her employment at the company, the woman had not 

missed a single day of work. 

8. Friends and family were surprised by how well Jim was ………………………………………..…….. after his wife 

had left him for another man. He actually seemed happier, had lost weight, was going out more and 

had taken up some new hobbies.  

9. In an interview, the celebrity admitted her marriage was over but said ………………………………………..…….. 

in the media about another man being involved was wrong and hurtful to her and her husband and 

family. 

10. In Australia, if you live together for more than 5 years, or have a child, ………………………………………..…….. 

spouses are normally subject to the same Family Law legislation as married couples. 

11. The applicant found it unusual that the employer asked about her marital 

………………………………………..…….. at the job interview. She declined to answer because she thought the 

question was irrelevant. 

12. When 30% of jobs were cut at the company, there was a lot of ………………………………………..…….. 

between the remaining employees and management. No one felt secure and who would be next to 

go. 

13. With records showing an unusually large number of employees leaving the company within 12 

months of starting their employment, the HR department did a survey of all employees to 

………………………………………..…….. into what things they were not satisfied with. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 men 
 men 
 men 
 negative 

1. female, Queensland 
2. have children 
3. less satisfied    
4. having a child 
5. poorer health and are less happy 
 

  
 
 
city, urban metropolitan 
conflict, friction, state of disagreement, ill-feeling tension 
do something well or badly fare  
fear or dislike of, or discrimination against gays homophobia
hard to find, get hold of or understand elusive  
ideas, guesses or theories related to something that is not known speculation
in reality, in effect de facto  
investigate, examine, enquire probe  
 length of time that something lasts, period duration 
level, position or rank of someone or something when compared to others in a 
society 

status 

possible future effect or result implications 
regular travel to or from a place, e,g. a place of work commute 
used to describe something that is so difficult that you feel unable to do it overwhelming
 
 
1. A new report showed that there was a culture of homophobia in the armed forces with most gay 

members fearful of coming out. 
2. Although many enjoy their work, a dream job that pays lots of money is for most people an elusive 

thing. 
3. Although more people are choosing to live outside the major cities, around 70% of Australia’s 

population still reside in metropolitan regions near the coast with most concentrated in the largest 
cities of Sydney and Melbourne. 

4. Although most parents will say having children is a positive and overall joyful experience, they can 
feel overwhelmed at times, especially if they are juggling full time work and parenting duties. 

5. As the prices of inner city homes continue to skyrocket, more people are forced to move to the outer 
suburbs and commute longer distances to work. 

6. Divorce can have major financial implications for separating spouses, especially if one of them has 
been out of the workforce for a long period of time bringing up children. 

7. For the duration of her employment at the company, the woman had not missed a single day of 
work. 

8. Friends and family were surprised by how well Jim was faring after his wife had left him for another 
man. He actually seemed happier, had lost weight, was going out more and had taken up some new 
hobbies.  

9. In an interview, the celebrity admitted her marriage was over but said speculation in the media 
about another man being involved was wrong and hurtful to her and her husband and family. 

10. In Australia, if you live together for more than 5 years, or have a child, de facto spouses are normally 
subject to the same Family Law legislation as married couples. 

11. The applicant found it unusual that the employer asked about her marital status at the job interview. 
She declined to answer because she thought the question was irrelevant. 

12. When 30% of jobs were cut at the company, there was a lot of tension between the remaining 
employees and management. No one felt secure and who would be next to go. 

13. With records showing an unusually large number of employees leaving the company within 12 
months of starting their employment, the HR department did a survey of all employees to probe into 
what things they were not satisfied with. 


