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Title: Air pollution causing more premature deaths worldwide 

First Broadcast: 22.05.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:55 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4314282.htm 

Summary: A new report has put a figure on how many global air pollution deaths occur every year. 

Interviewee(s) 

 Professor Jos Lelieveld from the Institute for Chemistry in Germany 

 Associate Professor Adrian Barnett, an expert on air pollution at the Queensland 

University of Technology 

Related Stories: 

 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/16/more-people-die-from-air-pollution-

than-malaria-and-hivaids-new-study-shows 

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/09/16/scientists-say-

air-pollution-causes-more-than-3-million-deaths-per-year-around-the-world/ 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 premature death (adj)  external supplier (adj)  matter (n) 

 relatively minor (adv)  reliant on (adj)  acute symptoms (adj) 

 toxic air (adj)  couple with (v)  conservative figure (adj) 

 comprehensive report (adj)  population density (n)  take into account (v) 

 astounding number (adj)  exposure (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 

 
 

allow for, consider  

average number of things per unit of 

space, concentration 
 

being affected by something or 

experiencing something 
 

combined  

coming from outside  

earlier than usual  

greatly surprising, amazing  

 including many things, wide-ranging  

likely to be lower than what the real 

amount 
 

needing something, dependent  

poisonous, deadly  

the material that makes up physical 

objects  
 

very serious, severe  

when compared to others  
 

premature death (adj)

relatively minor (adv) 

toxic air (adj) 

comprehensive report (adj)

astounding number (adj)

external supplier (adj)

reliant on (adj) 

couple with (v) 

population density (n)

exposure (n) 

matter (n) 

acute symptoms (adj) 

conservative figure (adj)

take into account (v)
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Is there much air pollution in your home town or city? Where does it come from? 

 

 How is air pollution linked to premature deaths? What health problems does air pollution cause? 

 

 In which countries do you think air pollution causes the greatest number of premature deaths? 

 

 How can the number of premature deaths from air pollution be reduced? Should governments do 

more to ensure cleaner air? 

 

 Do you think in the future the number of premature deaths linked to air pollution will increase or fall? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
 
 
What do you think the following figure from the report refers to? 
 
 

 3.3 million per year –  

 

 

Circle what you think is the correct answer 

 

 The air pollution which is causing the most deaths comes mainly from what?  

A. The burning of forests in order to clear the land for agriculture 

B. Households burning wood and other fuels for heating and cooking  

C. Traffic pollution 

 

 According to the research, how many premature deaths occur in Australia per year as a result of air 

pollution?  

A. An estimated 280 

B. An estimated 2,800 

C. An estimated 28,000 

 
  
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. According to Professor Jos Lelieveld, the lead author of the study, the number of worldwide 

premature deaths per year related to air pollution is much higher than which 2 diseases? 

..................................................................................................... 

 

2. According to Associate Professor Adrian Barnett, an expert on air pollution at the Queensland 

University of Technology, air pollution is a major cause of ... 

a. cardiovascular disease.              b. lung cancer.              c. diabetes. 

 

3. He says the paper shows there would be enormous benefits if we stop burning stuff to 

...................................................................................................... 

 

4. The greatest number of deaths from air pollution occur in which 2 countries? 

........................................................................... 

 

5. In those 2 countries, many people rely on burning wood and other fuels for heating and cooking 

because they may not have access to ............................................................................ 

 

6. In those 2 countries, exposure to air pollution is high as a result of the burning of wood and other 

fuels inside the home and also ............................................................................ 

 

7. Why does Dr Adrian Barnett think the estimated number of premature deaths per year in Australia as 

a result of air pollution is a conservative figure?  

The paper did not take into account all the particles that make up ................................................................. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

 premature   external acute  

 relatively   reliant conservative  

 toxic   couple take into account 

 comprehensive   density  

 astounding   exposure  
 
 

1. A new .................................................................study conducted by some of the world’s leading climate change 

sciences showed that millions of people would be displaced as a result of rising sea levels. 

2. Although it is too late to reverse global warming, increased investment in renewable energy 

.................................................................with the development of cleaner technologies for coal fired electricity 

plants have the potential to significantly reduce its impact. 

3. Although the Australian government had pledged to invest more money in renewable energy projects 

over the next 20 years, the country would continue to be heavily .................................................................on 

coal and gas for its electricity generation. 

4. Although the car was .................................................................cheap, buyers also needed to take into account 

its poor safety standards and resale value. 

5. Most babies who are .................................................................grow up to be healthy children. Sadly, some die 

as a result of being born too early because their organs are too immature to function properly. 

6. Due to the high level of .................................................................in the river, swimming was not recommended. 

7. Hong Kong has one of the highest housing .................................................................in the world. 

8. Many countries have been slow to invest in renewable energy because it is 

.................................................................more expensive. Often using coal or gas to generate electricity is the 

cheapest option. 

9. People working in the medical profession, such as doctors and nurses, are routinely 

.................................................................to radiation and dangerous chemicals. 

10. The government said households would only be around $5 a week out of pocket as a result of it is 

planned carbon tax. The opposition however said this was a .................................................................estimate 

and grocery and power bills were likely to increase by double that amount. 

11. The head of the country’s leading renewable energy organisation said she was 

.................................................................by comments made by the Prime Minister that there was insufficient 

evidence linking global warming to human activity. 

12. The mining company employed a number of scientists who routinely monitored and reported on its 

environmental practices. But an .................................................................consultant was also engaged to check 

all the data independently. 

13. When the patient was brought in to the hospital suffering .................................................................chest pain 

after a clash on the football field, doctors suspected he had broken some ribs and so an x-ray was 

conducted. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 3.3 million per year – How many premature deaths 

worldwide are caused by air pollution 
 Households burning wood and other fuels for heating 

and cooking  
 An estimated 280 
 

1. HIV Aids and malaria 
2. cardiovascular disease 
3. generate energy 
4. India and China 
5. gas or electricity 
6. the population density (is great) 
7. traffic pollution 

  
 
allow for, consider take into account
average number of things per unit of space, concentration density 
being affected by something or experiencing something exposure 
combined couple 
coming from outside external  
earlier than usual premature  
greatly surprising, amazing astounding 
 including many things, wide-ranging comprehensive
likely to be lower than what the real amount conservative
needing something, dependent reliant  
poisonous, deadly toxic  
the material that makes up physical objects  matter 
very serious, severe acute  
when compared to others relatively  
 
1. A new comprehensive study conducted by some of the world’s leading climate change sciences 

showed that millions of people would be displaced as a result of rising sea levels. 
2. Although it is too late to reverse global warming, increased investment in renewable energy coupled 

with the development of cleaner technologies for coal fired electricity plants have the potential to 
significantly reduce its impact. 

3. Although the Australian government had pledged to invest more money in renewable energy projects 
over the next 20 years, the country would continue to be heavily reliant on coal and gas for its 
electricity generation. 

4. Although the car was relatively cheap, buyers also needed to take into account its poor safety 
standards and resale value. 

5. Most babies who are premature grow up to be healthy children. Sadly, some die as a result of being 
born too early because their organs are too immature to function properly. 

6. Due to the high level of toxins in the river, swimming was not recommended. 
7. Hong Kong has one of the highest housing densities in the world. 
8. Many countries have been slow to invest in renewable energy because it is relatively more 

expensive. Often using coal or gas to generate electricity is the cheapest option. 
9. People working in the medical profession, such as doctors and nurses, are routinely exposed to 

radiation and dangerous chemicals. 
10. The government said households would only be around $5 a week out of pocket as a result of it is 

planned carbon tax. The opposition however said this was a conservative estimate and grocery and 
power bills were likely to increase by double that amount. 

11. The head of the country’s leading renewable energy organisation said she was astounded by 
comments made by the Prime Minister that there was insufficient evidence linking global warming to 
human activity. 

12. The mining company employed a number of scientists who routinely monitored and reported on its 
environmental practices. But an external consultant was also engaged to check all the data 
independently. 

13. When the patient was brought in to the hospital suffering acute chest pain after a clash on the 

football field, doctors suspected he had broken some ribs and so an x-ray was conducted. 


