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KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 prosperity (n)  pledge support (v)  stakes (n) 

 commit to a goal (v)  duplicate success (v)  profoundly believe (adv) 

 fulfil a goal (v)  shortcoming (n)  refugee crisis (n) 

 ultimate aim (adj)  concrete steps (adj)  military intervention (n) 

 come down to (v)  implementation of an agenda (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

amount to, mean  

carrying out, execution, activation  

copy, reproduce  

emergency, difficult situation that 

needs serious attention 
 

flaw or defect,  failing  

fundamental, basic  

involvement  

promise, guarantee  

real, actual,  involving specific 

actions rather than general ideas 
 

say that something will definitely be 

done 
 

something that could be won or lost, 

risk, dangers 
 

 succeed in doing or achieving  

very strongly or deeply felt  

wealth, economic well-being  
 

prosperity (n) 

commit to a goal (v) 

fulfil a goal (v) 

ultimate aim (adj) 

come down to (v) 

pledge support (v) 

duplicate success (v)

shortcoming (n) 

concrete steps (adj) 

implementation of an 

agenda (n) 

stakes (n) 

profoundly believe (adv)

refugee crisis (n) 

military intervention (n)
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SUMMARY 
 
The leaders of around 200 countries have set new goals to tackle the world's biggest problems including 
poverty and hunger. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 As well as ending poverty and hunger, what do you think some of the other 17 UN Sustainable 

Development Goals are? 
 

 Claire Melamed, director of the Overseas Development Institute, says that in order to achieve the 
goals: 
 
 “We're going to have to see governments behaving in a completely different way ... (and) companies 
totally changing their business practises.” 
 
What does she mean? Why is there growing inequality in the world? In what ways can governments 
and businesses change their behaviour in order to help reduce poverty and hunger and inequality in 
the world? Do you think these kinds of goals are important? Can they be achieved? 
 

 US president Barack Obama has promised to support the global goals, saying:  
 
“I profoundly believe that many of the conflicts, the refugee crises, the military intervention over the 
years, might have been avoided if nations had truly invested in the lives of their people and if the 
wealthiest nations on earth were better partners in working with those that are trying to lift 
themselves up.” 
 
Do you agree?   
 

 
PRE-LISTENING 
  
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figure from the report refers to 
  
 Over the next 15 years –  
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and answer the questions 

 

 “... this next chapter of development cannot fall victim to the old divides between developed nations 

and developing ones.” Who said this?  

      

A. Pope Francis 

B. US president Barack Obama  

C. Chinese president Xi Jinping,  

D. UN secretary general Ban Ki Moon 

 

 Which country will establish a $2 billion investment fund do to help the world's least developed 

nations? ....................................................................... 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 

1. What does Malala Yousafzai urge world leaders to promise to all children across the world? 

Peace, prosperity and ....................................................................... 

 

2. The ultimate aims involve 3 key things – what are they?  

Ending extreme poverty, fighting inequality and injustice and .......................................................... 

 

3. What does Julie Bishop, Australia’s Foreign Minister, say Australia will start to do to help achieve the 

goals? 

Help countries in the Asia Pacific region .................................................................................................................... 

 

4. In addition to establishing an investment fund, what has president Xi Jinping announced China will 

do to help the world's least developed nations? ............................................................. 

 

5. What does UN secretary general Ban Ki Moon thank China for in regard to one of the millennium 

development goals?  

The vital role it played in enabling the world to ...................................................................................................... 

 

6. Claire Melamed, director of the Overseas Development Institute, thinks the goals can be achieved.  

True or false? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 
 prosperity  pledge stakes 
 commit   duplicate profoundly  
 fulfil  shortcoming crisis 
 ultimate   concrete intervention 
 come down to  implementation  
 
 

1. After devastating floods left millions of people homeless and without safe drinking water, the Prime 

Minister said the country was facing a humanitarian ...................................................................... and called on 

the international community for immediate assistance. 

2. One of the United Nations’ principles is that it has no authority to ...................................................................... in 

the domestic affairs of a country. However, the Security Council can recommend actions which 

maintain or restore international peace and security. 

3. Over the last few decades, most regions in the world have experienced growing 

........................................................... and declining rates of poverty. However, there are still an estimated 1 

billion people living on less than one dollar a day. 

4. President Obama told the audience that when it comes to global warming, the 

........................................................... have never been higher and the world faced catastrophic consequences 

if the big polluting countries failed to reach an agreement on how to tackle the problem. 

5. The actor said she was ...................................................................... moved by the book about child slave labour 

and that she couldn’t stop crying while reading it on a plane. 

6. The aim of the UN meeting was to get the leaders of the two countries, which had been at war for 5 

years, to ...................................................................... to a lasting peace agreement. 

7. The consumer electronics company made a ...................................................................... to never use factories 

which employ child labour to produce its products. 

8. The country’s Opposition leader criticised the government for failing to 

...................................................................... its promise to reduce the number of children living in poverty. She 

said the problem had actually become worse. 

9. The decision of many governments about whether to agree to tougher CO2 reduction targets 

......................................................................  weighing up the environmental benefits versus the economic and 

political costs. 

10. The government ...................................................................... new education reforms which aimed to improve 

literacy rates and encourage more children to finish school. 

11. The pilot education project, which had been very successful in raising education standards in the 

participating schools, had since been adopted by dozens of other schools across the country hoping 

to ......................................................................similar outcomes. 

12. The ...................................................................... objective of most businesses is to maximize profits. 

13. The UN urged all country members to implement ...................................................................... measures to 

address the growing problem of human trafficking. 

14. While the United Nations is often criticized for its ...................................................................... , for example its 

inability to deal with international conflicts, it has being responsible for many positive changes for 

humanity and promoting world peace. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 When the countries aim to fulfil the 

17 global goals 
 US president Barack Obama  
 China 

1. an education 
2. fixing climate change 
3. develop their economies 
4. Cancel debts 
5. cut poverty in half 
6. true 

  
amount to, mean come down to 
carrying out, execution, activation implementation  
copy, reproduce duplicate  
emergency, difficult situation that needs serious attention crisis 
flaw or defect, failing shortcoming 
fundamental, basic ultimate  
involvement intervention 
promise, guarantee pledge  
real, actual,  involving specific actions rather than general ideas concrete  
say that something will definitely be done commit  
something that could be won or lost, risk, dangers stakes 
 succeed in doing or achieving fulfil 
very strongly or deeply felt profoundly  
wealth, economic well-being prosperity 
 

1. After devastating floods left millions of people homeless and without safe drinking water, the Prime 
Minister said the country was facing a humanitarian crisis and called on the international community 
for immediate assistance. 

2. One of the United Nations’ principles is that it has no authority to intervene in the domestic affairs of a 
country. However, the Security Council can recommend actions which maintain or restore international 
peace and security. 

3. Over the last few decades, most regions in the world have experienced growing prosperity and declining 
rates of poverty. However, there are still an estimated 1 billion people living on less than one dollar a day. 

4. President Obama told the audience that when it comes to global warming, the stakes have never been 
higher and the world faced catastrophic consequences if the big polluting countries failed to reach an 
agreement on how to tackle the problem. 

5. The actor said she was profoundly moved by the book about child slave labour and that she couldn’t 
stop crying while reading it on a plane. 

6. The aim of the UN meeting was to get the leaders of the two countries, which had been at war for 5 years, 
to commit to a lasting peace agreement. 

7. The consumer electronics company made a pledge to never use factories which employ child labour to 
produce its products. 

8. The country’s Opposition leader criticised the government for failing to fulfil its promise to reduce the 
number of children living in poverty. She said the problem had actually become worse. 

9. The decision of many governments about whether to agree to tougher CO2 reduction targets comes 
down to weighing up the environmental benefits versus the economic and political costs. 

10. The government implemented new education reforms which aimed to improve literacy rates and 
encourage more children to finish school. 

11. The pilot education project, which had been very successful in raising education standards in the 
participating schools, had since been adopted by dozens of other schools across the country hoping to 
duplicate similar outcomes. 

12. The ultimate objective of most businesses is to maximize profits. 
13. The UN urged all country members to implement concrete measures to address the growing problem of 

human trafficking. 
14. While the United Nations is often criticized for its shortcomings, for example its inability to deal with 

international conflicts, it has being responsible for many positive changes for humanity and promoting 
world peace. 

 


