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Obama facing opposition over ambitious Clean Power Plan 
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Summary: 
US President Barack Obama has announced new regulations limiting carbon emissions 

from US power stations. 

Interviewee(s)  US President Barack Obama 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/03/obamas-clean-power-plan-hailed-as-

strongest-ever-climate-action-by-a-us-president 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 generate anger (v)  pose a risk (v)  secure an agreement (v) 

 impose limits (v)  commit to (v)  visionary leadership (adj) 

 curb emissions (v)  measures (n)  durable agreement (adj) 

 confront (v)  place significant emphasis (n)  conventional fuel (adj) 

 account for (v)  key environment group (adj)  underscore (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  

  
 

actions, methods  

cause, result in  

deal with, tackle  

emphasize, highlight  

establish, create, enforce  

long-lasting, robust, able to exist for 

a long time 

 

make certain, ensure  

present, create  

promise, say that something will 

definitely be done  

 

reduce, limit  

represent, make up, form  

showing clear ideas about what 

should be done in the future 

 

usual, typical, standard  

very important, main  

weight, importance or attention given 

to something 

 

 

generate anger (v) 

impose limits (v) 

curb emissions (v) 

confront (v) 

account for (v) 

pose a risk (v) 

commit to (v) 

measures (n) 

place significant emphasis (n)

key environment group (adj)

secure an agreement (v)

visionary leadership (adj)

durable agreement (adj)

conventional fuel (adj)

underscore (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 President Obama says climate change is “the biggest threat to our future and future generations and 

the time to take action is now” – do you agree? How will people's lives be disrupted by climate 

change? 

 

 According to the Pentagon, climate change also poses an immediate risk to US national security – 

how? 

 

 How will placing limits on the amount of emissions from US power stations help tackle climate 

change?  

 

 How will the plan help secure a successful global agreement on reducing emissions? 

 

 Why would some people be against the plan?  

 

 Some people say the plan will produce economic opportunities along with climate benefits. Others 

argue the economic cost will be too great and the climate benefits minimal. What do you think? 

 

 Some say that even though energy rates for consumers may be higher as a result of the plan, their 

monthly bill may actually be lower – how? 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
  
 
Before listening to the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
  

 One third within 15 years based on 2005 levels –  

 

 40 per cent of US carbon dioxide emissions –  
 
 
Before listening to the report, try to answer the questions 
 

 The levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are higher than they have been in 800,000 years.  

True or false? 

 

 What do you think was significant about the year 2014 in relation to the weather?  
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 

1. What will the US measures place significant emphasis on? _________________________________ 

 

2. The Natural Resources Defense Council, one of America's key environment groups, thinks it is a 

good policy.  T  /  F 

 

3. There was already some limits on the amount of carbon pollution from US power plants.  T  /  F 

 

4. What did Stephane Dujarric, a UN spokesman, say about the plan? 

“... (it) shows the United States' determination to address global warming while also saving money 

and ____________________________. 

  

5. Why does Luke Popovich, from the National Mining Association, say American consumers will be the 

biggest losers, not the coal industry? _________________________________ 

 

6. What does Nick Loris, a senior research fellow for energy environment at the Heritage Foundation in 

Washington, think about the policy in terms of the climate? 

a. It will have a very big benefit for the climate at little economic cost. 

b. It will be of little benefit to the climate and the economic cost will be large. 

c. He is undecided. 

 

7. Elliot Diringer, the executive vice president of the Centre for Climate and Energy Solutions, supports 

the plan.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 generate   pose secure  
 impose   commit  visionary  
 curb   measures durable  
 confront  emphasis conventional  
 account for  key underscore 

 
 
1. After being elected, the new government promised to ................................................................................ spending 

and introduce income tax cuts. 
2. Australia represents only 0.33% of the world’s population but ................................................................................ 

1.8% of global greenhouse gas emissions. This makes Australia among the highest emitters for its 
population in the world. 

3. Because of a severe drought and water shortage, the government 
................................................................................ new restrictions on water usage. For example, residents were 
only allowed to water their gardens and wash their cars using a bucket, not a hose. 

4. In a rare joint statement, China and India, the world's No. 1 and No. 3 greenhouse gas 
emitters, ................................................................................ to work together to combat climate change. 

5. It is expected that ................................................................................ cars will eventually be replaced by electric 
vehicles, including ones that are driverless. 

6. Many economists argue that ....................................................... to reduce carbon dioxide emissions, such as 
investing in renewable energy, can actually have a positive economic impact as well as an 
environmental benefit. 

7. Many people are not overly concerned about climate change because they don't think it 
................................................................................ an immediate threat to their lives. 

8. The bilateral ties between the US and Australia are regarded as close and 
................................................................................, even if the 2 countries have a differing opinion on some 
important issues such as how to best fight climate change. 

9. The fact 2014 was the hottest year on record ................................................................................ the urgent need 
for tackling climate change. 

10. The government needed to ................................................................................ the votes of a least 2 independent 
politicians in order for its new environmental protection laws to pass through Parliament. 

11. The government's proposal to build a nuclear power station ................................................................................ a 
lot of debate. Some environmental groups welcomed the plan but many people were very concerned 
about safety issues. 

12. When asked about the issue of climate change, the country’s newly elected president said she was 
committed to introducing new regulations to curb greenhouse, including those which 
................................................................................ the development of renewable energy sources. 

13. When it comes to global cooperation to address climate change, the US President said China was a 
................................................................................ partner. 

14. When it comes to the development of consumer electronic products, Steve jobs is regarded as one 
of the most ................................................................................ people the world has ever seen. 

15. While some people prefer to ignore the science showing global warming is being caused by humans, 
many believe it is a problem that must be ................................................................................ today or else the 
damage will be irreversible. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 How much US power stations will 

have to reduce their emissions 
 How much of America’s carbon 

dioxide emissions are produced by 
power plants 

 T 
 It was warmest year on record 
 

1. renewable energy sources (such as wind and solar power) 
2. T 
3. F 
4. growing the economy 
5. Because they're going to pay more 
6. It will be of little benefit to the climate and the economic cost 

will be large 
7. T 
 

  
actions, methods measures 
cause, result in generate  
deal with, tackle confront 
emphasize, highlight underscore 
establish, create, enforce impose  
long-lasting, robust, able to exist for a long time durable  
make certain, ensure secure  
present, create pose  
promise, say that something will definitely be done  commit  
reduce, limit curb  
represent, make up, form account for 
showing clear ideas about what should be done in the future visionary  
usual, typical, standard conventional  
very important, main key  
weight, importance or attention given to something emphasis 
 
1. After being elected, the new government promised to curb spending and introduce income tax cuts. 
2. Australia represents only 0.33% of the world’s population but accounts for 1.8% of global greenhouse 

gas emissions. This makes Australia among the highest emitters for its population in the world. 
3. Because of a severe drought and water shortage, the government imposed new restrictions on water 

usage. For example, residents were only allowed to water their gardens and wash their cars using a 
bucket, not a hose. 

4. In a rare joint statement, China and India, the world's No. 1 and No. 3 greenhouse gas 
emitters, committed to work together to combat climate change. 

5. It is expected that conventional cars will eventually be replaced by electric vehicles, including ones that 
are driverless. 

6. Many economists argue that measures to reduce carbon dioxide emissions, such as investing in 
renewable energy, can actually have a positive economic impact as well as an environmental benefit. 

7. Many people are not overly concerned about climate change because they don't think it poses an 
immediate threat to their lives. 

8. The bilateral ties between the US and Australia are regarded as close and durable, even if the 2 
countries have a differing opinion on some important issues such as how to best fight climate change. 

9. The fact 2014 was the hottest year on record underscored the urgent need for tackling climate change. 
10. The government needed to secure the votes of a least 2 independent politicians in order for its new 

environmental protection laws to pass through Parliament. 
11. The government's proposal to build a nuclear power station generated a lot of debate. Some 

environmental groups welcomed the plan but many people were very concerned about safety issues. 
12. When asked about the issue of climate change, the country’s newly elected president said she was 

committed to introducing new regulations to curb greenhouse, including those which emphasized the 
development of renewable energy sources. 

13. When it comes to global cooperation to address climate change, the US President said China was a key 
partner. 

14. When it comes to the development of consumer electronic products, Steve jobs is regarded as one of the 
most visionary people the world has ever seen. 

15. While some people prefer to ignore the science showing global warming is being caused by humans, 
many believe it is a problem that must be confronted today or else the damage will be irreversible. 

 


