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Title: UN global population report forecasts an older and less fertile world 
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Source: ABC’s The World Today 
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Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4284478.htm 

Summary: 
Findings from the latest United Nations population report show some big shifts in global 

demographic trends. 

Interviewee(s)  John Wilmoth, head of the UN's population division  

Related Stories: 
 http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jul/29/un-world-population-

prospects-the-2015-revision-9-7-billion-2050-fertility 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 

 outstrip (v)  enormous shift (n)  sustainable (adj) 

 emerging world power (adj)  below a threshold (n)  peak births (adj) 

 catch up with (v)  prospect (n)  stabilise (v) 

 exaggerate (v)  greatest accomplishment (n)  demographic trend (adj) 

 destiny (n)  revolutionary change (adj)  

 relatively low (adv)  assure (v)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

able to continue in the long term, 

maintainable 

 

achievement, success  

change  

draw near, become equal  

exceed, become better or larger 

than something 

 

highest point or level  

hold steady or constant without 

changing much 

 

level at which something starts or 

becomes different 

 

make certain  

newly developed and growing, rising  

overstate, say something is larger or 

greater than it really is 

 

possibility, chance that something 

will happen in the future 

 

radical, relating to a great change  

relating to changes that occur in 

populations over a period of time  

 

what happens in the future  

when compared to something else  
 

outstrip (v) 

emerging world power (adj)

catch up with (v) 

exaggerate (v) 

destiny (n) 

relatively low (adv) 

enormous shift (n) 

below a threshold (n)

prospect (n) 

greatest accomplishment (n)

revolutionary change (adj)

assure (v) 

sustainable (adj) 

peak births (adj) 

stabilise (v) 

demographic trend (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  

 What are the world’s 5 most populous countries? 

 

 Where do you think those 5 countries will be ranked in terms of population size in 10 years? 

 

 John Wilmoth, head of the UN's population division, says that when it comes to global power 
“demography is not destiny” - what does he mean by that? 

 

 Which countries have the highest fertility rates? Which ones have the lowest? 

 

 Why are fertility rates in some countries falling? Is this a good or bad thing?  

 

 John Wilmoth also says “aging in some ways is one of the greatest human accomplishments.” Why 

is there a growing aging population in many countries? What might be some consequences of this? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 

 According to the latest United Nations population report, in ten years China will still be the world's 

most populous country.  T  /  F 

 

 By about 2050, the third largest population will be ... 

a. Indonesia.          b. Nigeria.          c. The US. 

 

 A low fertility rate is anything below ............................................................... children per woman over the course 

of their lifetime. 

  

 What do you think John Wilmoth says in answer to the question of whether the demographic trend of 

a less fertile world along with an increase in the number of people living to an older age is a good 

thing or not? 

a. It is a positive achievement and should be welcomed 

b. It is a negative trend and presents a lot of problems  

c. On the one hand it is a positive achievement, but on the other hand it presents some 

problems  

 
   
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. John Wilmoth believes that with a larger population in 10 years … 

a. India will be economically more powerful than China. 

b. India will also need to develop in other areas to catch up with China’s economic 

progress. 

 

2. Eighty three countries now have low levels of fertility - what proportion of the world's population does 

that represent? .............................................................. 

 

3. China’s fertility rate is below  /  above  the threshold of 2.1. 

 

4. What does John Wilmoth think is the major demographic concern for many countries in the future? 

a. Population growth 

b. An aging population 

 

5. What does he think is more desirable? 

a. High fertility rates and rapid population growth 

b. Low fertility rates and rapid population decline  

c. Stable population growth 

 

6. What does John Wilmoth say is the main concern about an increase in the number of people living to 

older ages in terms of the increased consumption and production that results? 

The impact on .............................................................. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 
 outstrip  shift  sustainable 
 emerging   threshold  peak  
 catch up   prospect  stabilise 
 exaggerate  accomplishment  demographic 
 destiny  revolutionary   
 relatively   assure  
 
1. After a recession and spike in the number of people unemployed, the latest employment figures 

showed the jobless rate had .................................................................................. The government said the number 
of new jobs was expected to grow over the next 12 months and the unemployment rate to fall. 

2. Due to changing .................................................................................., the country’s tax revenue had fallen while its 
overall spending had increased, particularly on health services. The trend was the biggest economic 
concern for the government. 

3. Due to surging population growth in the city, demand for housing had now ..................................... supply. 
4. Even though Japan’s population is shrinking as a result of historically low fertility rates, its migrant 

intake had remained .................................................................................. small. This led to calls for the government 
to boost the number of migrants allowed into the country.  

5. Even with the .................................................................................. of a declining population and a larger proportion 
of older people, the government said it would not be increasing the country’s migrant intake. 

6. Former colleagues of the woman said they always felt she was .................................................................................. 
to be a political leader and so they were not surprised at all that she was now the country’s first 
female president. 

7. If fertility rates fall below the .................................................................................. of 2.1 and net migration is small, 
a country’s population may shrink over time. 

8. In terms of technological change, the iPhone was ................................................................................... 
9. Many commentators suggested the prime minister had .................................................................................. the 

government’s success in managing the economy. They pointed out the fact that since the 
government had come to power, the country was financially worse off in most areas. 

10. Most people need to regularly save money throughout their working lives to 
.................................................................................. a comfortable retirement. 

11. Most voters felt the government had .................................................................................. a lot of significant things 
since coming to power, especially in boosting the economy, reducing unemployment and lowering 
taxes. As a result it easily won the next election. 

12. The country had traditionally been very poor with an annual GDP per capita of less than $1000. But 
as a result of a surge in oil and exports over the last few years, there was an ................................................... 
middle class with more people able to afford luxuries like a new car and a big house.  

13. The country was once the poorest in the region. But after a decade of extraordinary economic 
growth, per capita incomes had .................................................................................. those of its richer, 
neighbouring countries. 

14. The country’s migration levels ...................................................................... last year when almost 400 thousand 
migrants arrived from overseas. Over the previous 10 years, the average was less than half that.  

15. The country’s new female president said there needed to be a .......................................................... away from 
an economy that was largely dependent on agriculture to one that was more technologically driven. 

16. The government said the country’s pension system, which provided retirees with very generous 
benefits in retirement, was not ...........................................................  because of the rapidly aging population. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 F 
 Nigeria 
 2.1 
 On the one hand, it is a positive 

achievement but on the other hand it 
presents some problems  

1. India will also need to develop in other areas to catch up with 
China’s economic progress. 

2. 46 per cent 
3. below   
4. An aging population 
5. Stable population growth 
6. the Earth's environment 

 
able to continue in the long term, maintainable sustainable 
achievement, success accomplishment 
change shift 
draw near, become equal catch up  
exceed, become better or larger than something outstrip 
highest point or level peak  
hold steady or constant without changing much stabilise 
level at which something starts or becomes different threshold 
make certain assure 
newly developed and growing, rising emerging  
overstate, say something is larger or greater than it really is exaggerate 
possibility, chance that something will happen in the future prospect 
radical, relating to a great change revolutionary  
relating to changes that occur in populations over a period of time  demographic 
what happens in the future destiny 
when compared to something else relatively  
 
1. After a recession and spike in the number of people unemployed, the latest employment figures showed the 

jobless rate had stabilised. The government said the number of new jobs was expected to grow over the next 
12 months and the unemployment rate to fall. 

2. Due to changing demographics, the country’s tax revenue had fallen while its overall spending had increased, 
particularly on health services. The trend was the biggest economic concern for the government. 

3. Due to surging population growth in the city, demand for housing had now outstripped supply. 
4. Even though Japan’s population is shrinking as a result of historically low fertility rates, its migrant intake had 

remained relatively small. This led to calls for the government to boost the number of migrants allowed into the 
country.  

5. Even with the prospect of a declining population and a larger proportion of older people, the government said 
it would not be increasing the country’s migrant intake. 

6. Former colleagues of the woman said they always felt she was destined to be a political leader and so they 
were not surprised at all that she was now the country’s first female president. 

7. If fertility rates fall below the threshold of 2.1 and net migration is small, a country’s population may shrink over 
time. 

8. In terms of technological change, the iPhone was revolutionary. 
9. Many commentators suggested the prime minister had exaggerated the government’s success in managing 

the economy. They pointed out the fact that since the government had come to power, the country was 
financially worse off in most areas. 

10. Most people need to regularly save money throughout their working lives to assure a comfortable retirement. 
11. Most voters felt the government had accomplished a lot of significant things since coming to power, especially 

in boosting the economy, reducing unemployment and lowering taxes. As a result it easily won the next 
election. 

12. The country had traditionally been very poor with an annual GDP per capita of less than $1000. But as a result 
of a surge in oil and exports over the last few years, there was an emerging middle class with more people 
able to afford luxuries like a new car and a big house.  

13. The country was once the poorest in the region. But after a decade of extraordinary economic growth, per 
capita incomes had caught up with those of its richer, neighbouring countries. 

14. The country’s migration levels peaked last year when almost 400 thousand migrants arrived from overseas. 
Over the previous 10 years, the average was less than half that.  

15. The country’s new female president said there needed to be a shift away from an economy that was largely 
dependent on agriculture to one that was more technologically driven. 

16. The government said the country’s pension system, which provided retirees with very generous benefits in 
retirement, was not sustainable because of the rapidly ageing population. 

 


