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Title: New words added to Oxford Dictionaries 

First Broadcast: 27.08.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:15 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4301165.htm 

Summary: 
A number of new words have been added to the Oxford Dictionary including ‘butt dial’, 

‘brain fart’ and ‘hangry’. 

Interviewee(s)  David Astle, author and a self-confessed word nerd 

Related Stories: 

 http://www.theguardian.com/science/2015/aug/27/hangry-bants-fatberg-new-words-in-

oxforddictionaries 

 http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/words/what-s-new 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report – which ones are new? 
 
 

 evolving norms (adj)  mental lapse (n)  real insight (n) 

 inclusion (n)  reason correctly (v)  pedantic (adj) 

 my peers (n)  inadvertently (adv)  rejoice (v) 

 accommodating (adj)  irritable (adj)  corrode (v) 

 reservation about (n)  dumb down (v)  

 caution (n)  turmoil (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

accidentally, by mistake, not 

intended 
 

addition  

bad-tempered, easily annoyed   

care, carefulness  

celebrate, cheer  

changing or developing slowly    

confusion or disorder  

 doubt or uncertainty about 

something 
 

gradually destroy or weaken  

helpful, adaptive, flexible  

lower the level of intellectual 

difficulty of something 
 

momentary failure to think or act in 

the usual or proper way 
 

person belonging to the same age or 

social group as someone else 
 

tending to correct small errors and 

give too much attention to minor 

details 

 

think in a logical way, rationalize  

understanding or awareness of the 

true nature of something 
 

 

evolving norms (adj) 

inclusion (n) 

my peers (n) 

accommodating (adj) 

reservation about (n) 

caution (n) 

mental lapse (n) 

reason correctly (v) 

inadvertently (adv) 

irritable (adj) 

dumb down (v) 

turmoil (n) 

real insight (n) 

pedantic (adj) 

rejoice (v) 

corrode (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 David Astle is a self-confessed word nerd – what does that mean? 

 
 How do new words come about? How does developing technology influence language? 

 
 Do you think the addition of new words to a language is more a result of ‘dumbing down’ or people 

using language in more creative ways? 
 

 What do you think the editors of the Oxford Dictionary consider before deciding whether to add a 
new word? 

 
 David Astle says he loves the fact that “language can be so flexible and shape-shifting and 

accommodating” – do you agree? 
 

 He also says language is made to be ‘alluvial’ – what does he mean? 
 

 What are some of your favourite words in the English language? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figure from the report refers to 
 
 1,000 –  

  
The following words were included in the Oxford Dictionary's latest update – what do you think they 
mean? 
 

 Beer O'clock 
 Brain Fart 
 Butt Dial 
 Hangry 

 
What does Fiona McPherson, the editor of Oxford Dictionaries, say about the new words? 

A. It's a result of dumbing down language 
B. It's a result of people using language in more creative ways  

 
 
LISTENING 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What do the editors of the Oxford Dictionary say the changes reflect? 

Evolving cultural, political and ................................................................................ 

 

2. David Astle says the new word additions have come about as a result of what? 

The rise of new technology and ................................................................................ 

 

3. The textagram NBD stands for ‘No Big Deal’ - what did David Astle think it stood for?  

No  ____________      ____________   

 

4. Does David Astle agree with Fiona McPherson that the addition of new words to the English 

language is not about dumbing down but people using language in more creative ways?  

Yes  /  No 

 

5. He says he is concerned about the corrosion of what traditions as language develops? 

The traditions of ................................................................................ 

 

6. All the words that made it into the dictionary this year will be there permanently. T  /  F 

 

7. Of the new words, what is David Astle’s favourite? ................................................................................ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 evolving   lapse   insight 
 inclusion  reason  pedantic 
 peers  inadvertently  rejoice 
 accommodating  irritable  corrode 
 reservation   dumb down  
 caution  turmoil  

 
1. A new word to enter the English language is ‘mansplaining’. It refers to when a man explains 

something to a woman in a patronizing manner or tries to ................................................................................the 
content of what they are talking about. 

2. After some of America's biggest investment banks announced they were broke, the beginning of the 
period now known as the GFC, world share markets were in ................................................................................. 

3. In a media statement, police advised motorists to exercise a high degree of ...................................................... 
when driving due to the icy roads and the fog which had blanketed the city. 

4. Language is not static, it is constantly ................................................... New words are created, existing words 
may take on a different meaning, and grammar and punctuation usage can also change over time. 

5. Many people argue that you can't gain a deep ................................................................................into a country's 
culture without learning its language as well. 

6. Some parents had ...........................................................................about the school’s plan to teach 50% of science 
lessons using French, the foreign language all students had to study until year 10. While they 
thought this would help improve the students’ French, they might not learn as much about science. 

7. Studies have shown that ................................................................................can have a big influence on adolescent 
behaviour, including the way they use language. 

8. Tens of thousands of people around the country took to the street to 
................................................................................ after their national football team won the World Cup.   

9. The ................................................................................of some foreign language instruction in core subjects such 
as science is becoming more common in schools where students have to study a foreign language.  

10. The man had bought exactly the same iPhone as his friend. After catching up at a café, he 
................................................................................took his friend’s phone with him when he left and his friend had 
to call him to get back. 

11. The manager had a reputation for being very flexible and ................................................................................toward 
her employees, especially if they needed time off work or preferred to work from home some days. 

12. The parents spoke to their son after they were informed by his teacher that he had been caught 
smoking along with some of his peers at school. He said it was a ............................................................ of 
judgement and he wouldn’t be doing it again. 

13. The woman was under a lot of stress, hadn't slept well for days and was very 
................................................................................at work. When her co-worker commented on her mood, the 
woman apologised for being snappy and then broke down into tears. 

14. Up until very recently it was believed that stress could increase our ability to learn and be 
creative. However, new studies show if someone is under a lot of stress it can affect their ability to 
concentrate and ................................................................................properly. 

15. When it came to language, the professor of English literature had a reputation for being very 
................................................................................when marking essays. He would penalise students for even the 
smallest slips in punctuation, such as using a comma in the wrong place. 

16. Whenever unprotected steel is exposed to the air, it ................................................................................. This is why 
paints and coatings are applied to ships. 
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ANSWERS 
 

 Number of words included in Oxford Dictionary's latest 
update 

 It's a result of people using language in more creative 
ways 

1. social norms 
2. pop culture 
3. Bloody Doubt 
4. yes 
5. grammar and punctuation 
6. False 
7. hangry 

  
accidentally, by mistake, not intended inadvertently 
addition inclusion 
bad-tempered, easily annoyed  irritable 
care, carefulness caution 
celebrate, cheer rejoice 
changing or developing slowly   evolving  
confusion or disorder turmoil 
 doubt or uncertainty about something reservation  
gradually destroy or weaken corrode 
helpful, adaptive, flexible accommodating 
lower the level of intellectual difficulty of something dumb down 
momentary failure to think or act in the usual or proper way lapse 
person belonging to the same age or social group as someone else peers 
tending to correct small errors and give too much attention to minor details pedantic 
think in a logical way, rationalize reason  
understanding or awareness of the true nature of something insight 
 
 
1. A new word to enter the English language is ‘mansplaining’. It refers to when a man explains something to a 

woman in a patronizing manner or tries to dumb down the content of what they are talking about. 
2. After some of America's biggest investment banks announced they were broke, the beginning of the period 

now known as the GFC, world share markets were in turmoil. 
3. In a media statement, police advised motorists to exercise a high degree of caution when driving due to the icy 

roads and the fog which had blanketed the city. 
4. Language is not static, it is constantly evolving. New words are created, existing words may take on a different 

meaning, and grammar and punctuation usage can also change over time. 
5. Many people argue that you can't gain a deep insight into a country's culture without learning its language as 

well. 
6. Some parents had reservations about the school’s plan to teach 50% of science lessons using French, the 

foreign language all students had to study until year 10. While they thought this would help improve the 
students’ French, they might not learn as much about science. 

7. Studies have shown that peers can have a big influence on adolescent behaviour, including the way they use 
language. 

8. Tens of thousands of people around the country took to the street to rejoice after their national football team 
won the World Cup.   

9. The inclusion of some foreign language instruction in core subjects such as science is becoming more 
common in schools where students have to study a foreign language.  

10. The man had bought exactly the same iPhone as his friend. After catching up at a café, he inadvertently took 
his friend’s phone with him when he left and his friend had to call him to get back. 

11. The manager had a reputation for being very flexible and accommodating toward her employees, especially if 
they needed time off work or preferred to work from home some days. 

12. The parents spoke to their son after they were informed by his teacher that he had been caught smoking along 
with some of his peers at school. He said it was a lapse of judgement and he wouldn’t be doing it again. 

13. The woman was under a lot of stress, hadn't slept well for days and was very irritable at work. When her co-
worker commented on her mood, the woman apologised for being snappy and then broke down into tears. 

14. Up until very recently it was believed that stress could increase our ability to learn and be creative. However, 
new studies show if someone is under a lot of stress it can affect their ability to concentrate and reason 
properly. 

15. When it came to language, the professor of English literature had a reputation for being very pedantic when 
marking essays. He would penalise students for even the smallest slips in punctuation, such as using a comma 
in the wrong place. 

16. Whenever unprotected steel is exposed to the air, it corrodes. This is why paints and coatings are applied to 
ships. 


