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Title: Climate change risks undoing the public health gains of the last 50 years 
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Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:58 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4260217.htm 

Summary: 
A major study has found that climate change risks undoing the public health gains of the last 

50 years but that tackling the problem could be a huge opportunity to improve global health. 

Interviewee(s) 

 Professor Anthony Costello from the University College London's Institute of Global 

Health 

 Nobel laureate Professor Peter Doherty 
 
 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 
 

 relatively safe (adv)  agricultural productivity (n)  major burden (n) 

 prestigious journal (adj)  continuity of supply (n)  phase out (v) 

 undermine gains (v)  transmission of viruses (n)  monitor the impact (v) 

 rapid decline (adj)  underlying cause (adj)  allocate (v)  

 mitigate (v)  anxiety (n)  establish a link (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 

determine, show, verify  

discontinue the use of something in 

stages 
 

fear, concern or nervousness  

give out for a special reason  

happening quickly, fast  

lessen, make less severe or harmful  

observe, watch, check  

output, yield  

primary, main, forming the basis of 

something 
 

problem, drain, weight  

reasonably, fairly, when compared to 

others 
 

respected, esteemed, influential, 

significant 
 

spread, passing from one person or 

thing to another 
 

stability,  not stopping or changing 

over time 
 

weaken, make less effective  
 

relatively safe (adv) 

prestigious journal (adj)

undermine gains (v) 

rapid decline (adj) 

mitigate (v) 

agricultural productivity (n)

continuity of supply (n)

transmission of viruses (n)

underlying cause (adj)

anxiety (n) 

major burden (n) 

phase out (v) 

monitor the impact (v)

allocate (v)  

establish a link (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 Why has global public health improved a lot over the last 50 years? What is the link between fossil 

fuels and those improvements? 
 

 Professor Anthony Costello says ‘anything that has an environmental effect will also have a human 
effect’ - how can climate change impact on public health now and into the future? 
  

 Professor Anthony Costello says the researchers approach the report like they were doctors: they 
say ‘these are the symptoms, we understand the cause, and we have to treat the underlying cause’. 
He also says that ‘climate change is also the greatest health opportunity of the 21st century because 
most of the things you want to do to stop climate change are also really good for health.’ 
 
What are some examples of the things that need to be done to stop climate change that are also very 
good for our health? Use the table below to discuss or note down some ideas. 
 

 Type of Change Environmental Benefit Health Benefit 

Your Diet: 

   

Transport: 

   

Weight: 

   

Air quality: 

   

  

PRE-LISTENING 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 

 Global warming needs to be kept below how many degrees in order to make the Earth a relatively 

safe place? ……………………………………………….. 

 

 What does Nobel Prize winner Professor Peter Doherty say is an example of how climate change is 

causing people’s deaths already? ……………………………………………….. 

 

 Professor Peter Doherty thinks the message of the report is optimistic.  T  /  F 

 

 What has Australia's premier public health research body, the National Health and Medical Research 

Council, allocated $2.5 million to assess the health effects of? ……………………………………………….. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 

 

1. According to Professor Anthony Costello, from the University College London's Institute of Global 

Health, we need to take action in the next how many years to get on a track that keeps us below two 

degrees of warming? ……………………………………………….. 

 

2. Besides the heatwave effects on people, what does Professor Peter Doherty say climate change is 

affecting?  

 ……………………………………..……………….. productivity  

 Transmission of ……………………………………………….. 

 

3. The report also recommends; 

 A rapid phasing out of …………………………  

 Putting a market price on ………………………………… 

 More research tracking and monitoring the impacts of climate change on public health 

 

4. Professor Peter Doherty thinks it is important to assess the health effects of wind turbines.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 
 relatively   productivity burden  
 prestigious   continuity phase out  
 undermine   transmission monitor  
 rapid   underlying allocate  
 mitigate   anxiety establish  
 
1. Although there are a lot of people who don't believe climate change is a result of human activity, the 

………....................................………………..reason why many governments have been to slow to take action to 
reduce emissions is economic, not because they question the science. Governments fear that cutting 
greenhouse gases will have a negative impact on the economy and will therefore be unpopular with 
voters. 

2. At a recent climate change summit, the Australian government said that bigger countries like the US 
and China needed to do more to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This claim was 
………………………………………………..by the fact that per capita Australia was one of the worst polluters in 
the world and unlike most industrial countries still had no renewable energy target. 

3. Business leaders argued strongly against the government's proposed carbon tax as it would have a 
negative impact on the economy. They said ………………………………………………..levels would drop in many 
industries and prices would rise for locally produced products. 

4. In a recent research paper, scientists were able to ………………………………………………..a direct link 
between rising greenhouse-gas levels and the growing intensity of rain and snow in the Northern 
Hemisphere, and the increased risk of flooding in countries like the United Kingdom. 

5. It is the people living in poorer, coastal communities who should be the most …………………………..about 
climate change as they and future generations will suffer the worst effects. 

6. Malaria is a disease which is ………………………………………………..by mosquitoes. 
7. Many countries have begun ………………………………………………..the use of coal fired power stations and 

switching to cleaner energies such as gas and renewable energies like solar and wind. 
8. Many developing nations argue that as richer countries have benefited most from the burning of 

fossil fuels in order to maximise industrial output and economic growth, they are the one that should 
shoulder a greater ………………………………………………..of future emissions cuts. 

9. One of the main drawbacks of wind and solar energy is the ………………………………………………..and 
reliability of supply. 

10. Over the last decade, there has been a ………………………………………………..rise in the construction of large 
scale solar farms, especially in the US. This is a result of generous government subsidies and steep 
falls in the price of solar panels. 

11. The newly elected government promised to use money raised from the proposed carbon tax to 
………………………………………………..more funding to the renewable energy sector. Opponents of the tax 
however suggested this was unlikely. 

12. The Noble Prize in Literature is regarded as the most ………………………………………………..award a writer 
can win. 

13. The reason why most countries continue to rely on fossil fuels like coal and oil to produce the bulk of 
their energy needs is because they are ………………………………………………..cheap. 

14. The United Nations called on governments around the world to provide more funding for 
………………………………………………..melting ice caps and rising sea levels which they say is an important 
part of combatting climate change. 

15. To help ………………………………………………..the negative environmental impact of flying, many airlines now 
allow passengers to purchase carbon offsets. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 below two degrees 
 heatwave effects 
 F 
 wind turbines 

1. 10 to 15 years 
2. agricultural productivity and the transmission of insect-borne viruses 
3. coal, carbon 
4. F – it is a waste 

  
 
reasonably, fairly, when compared to others relatively safe (adv) 
respected, esteemed, influential, significant prestigious journal (adj) 
weaken, make less effective undermine gains (v) 
happening quickly, fast rapid decline (adj) 
lessen, make less severe or harmful mitigate (v) 
output, yield agricultural productivity (n) 
stability,  not stopping or changing over time continuity of supply (n) 
spread, passing from one person or thing to another transmission of viruses (n) 
primary, main, forming the basis of something underlying cause (adj) 
fear, concern or nervousness anxiety (n) 
problem, drain, weight major burden (n) 
discontinue the use of something in stages phase out (v) 
observe, watch, check monitor the impact (v) 
give out for a special reason allocate (v)  
determine, show, verify establish a link (v) 
 
1. Although there are a lot of people who don't believe climate change is a result of human activity, the 

underlying reason why many governments have been to slow to take action to reduce emissions is economic, 
not because they question the science. Governments fear that cutting greenhouse gases will have a negative 
impact on the economy and will therefore be unpopular with voters. 

2. At a recent climate change summit, the Australian government said that bigger countries like the US and China 
needed to do more to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This claim was undermined by the fact that per 
capita Australia was one of the worst polluters in the world and unlike most industrial countries still had no 
renewable energy target. 

3. Business leaders argued strongly against the government's proposed carbon tax as it would have a negative 
impact on the economy. They said productivity levels would drop in many industries and prices would rise for 
locally produced products. 

4. In a recent research paper, scientists were able to establish a direct link between rising greenhouse-gas levels 
and the growing intensity of rain and snow in the Northern Hemisphere, and the increased risk of flooding in 
countries like the United Kingdom. 

5. It is the people living in poorer, coastal communities who should be the most anxious about climate change as 
they and future generations will suffer the worst effects. 

6. Malaria is a disease which is transmitted by mosquitoes. 
7. Many countries have begun phasing out the use of coal fired power stations and switching to cleaner energies 

such as gas and renewable energies like solar and wind. 
8. Many developing nations argue that as richer countries have benefited most from the burning of fossil fuels in 

order to maximise industrial output and economic growth, they are the one that should shoulder a greater 
burden of future emissions cuts. 

9. One of the main drawbacks of wind and solar energy is the continuity and reliability of supply. 
10. Over the last decade, there has been a rapid rise in the construction of large scale solar farms, especially in 

the US. This is a result of generous government subsidies and steep falls in the price of solar panels. 
11. The newly elected government promised to use money raised from the proposed carbon tax to allocate more 

funding to the renewable energy sector. Opponents of the tax however suggested this was unlikely. 
12. The Noble Prize in Literature is regarded as the most prestigious award a writer can win. 
13. The reason why most countries continue to rely on fossil fuels like coal and oil to produce the bulk of their 

energy needs is because they are relatively cheap. 
14. The United Nations called on governments around the world to provide more funding for monitoring melting 

ice caps and rising sea levels which they say is an important part of combatting climate change. 
15. To help mitigate the negative environmental impact of flying, many airlines now allow passengers to purchase 

carbon offsets. 
 


