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Title: Worldwide refugee numbers at record high 

First Broadcast: 19.06.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:59 

Audio & Script:  http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4258299.htm 

Summary: 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says worldwide displacement is at 

an all-time high. 

Main 

Interviewee(s) 
 Antonio Guterres - the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

Related Stories: 

 http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jun/18/59m-people-

displaced-war-violence-persecution-says-un  

 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/20/global-refugee-figure-passes-50-

million-unhcr-report 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 
 
 
 

 persecution (n)  staggering (adj)  stability (n) 

 harsh laws (adj)  escalation (n)  promote an attitude (v) 

 flee (v)  address the root causes (v)  core problem (adj) 

 bleak picture (adj)  stem the flow (v)  resort to (v) 

 represent an increase of (v)  solidarity (n)  

 chaotic situation (adj)  status determination (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

central, main, underlying  

complete confusion and disorder, 

disorganized 

 

constancy, not easily changed or 

likely to change 

 

correspond to  

encourage, support, endorse  

harassment, harmful treatment  

increase, becoming worse  

incredible, very large or surprising  

not encouraging, sad, despairing  

official position of a person 

according to the law 

 

restrict, reduce  

run away from danger, escape  

tackle, deal with  

tough, heavy, strict  

turn to, make use of   

unity, shared aims  
 

persecution (n) 

harsh laws (adj) 

flee (v) 

bleak picture (adj) 

represent an increase of (v) 

chaotic situation (adj) 

staggering (adj) 

escalation (n) 

address the root causes (v) 

stem the flow (v) 

solidarity (n) 

status determination (n) 

stability (n) 

promote an attitude (v) 

core problem (adj) 

resort to (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 What are the differences between the following terms? 

o a refugee 
o an internally displaced person 
o an asylum seeker 

 
 Why do you think worldwide refugee numbers are at a record high? 

 
 From which countries are a lot of asylum seekers coming from? Where are they going? 

 
 Who are the Rohingya people? From which country are they fleeing? 
 
 The big concern is not just the huge rise in refugee numbers but also the large number of asylum 

seekers dying as they try to flee to other countries – how are they dying? 
 
 How can this issue be addressed? 

 
 Antonio Guterres, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, says he doesn’t believe ‘the 

world needs more walls, ... the world needs more solidarity’ and that we need to ‘address the root 
causes of the problem’ – what does he mean? 
 

 How might harsher border protection laws make the situation worse, not better? 
 

 The Australian director of Human Rights Watch, Elaine Pearson, says there needs to be a more 
humanitarian response – what does she mean? 
 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
  
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
 
 

 Almost 60 million people last year –  

 

 Half of them –  

 

 One in every 122 people –  
  
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 

 

 

1. Compared to 10 years ago, how much greater was the number of displaced persons in 2014? 

..................................................................... 

 

2. Persecution and conflict in which country in particular does Antonio Guterres say is driving up the 

number of refugees, internally displaced people and asylum seekers? 

..................................................................... 

 

3. In which region did the number of refugees increase by more than 30 per cent to around nine million 

people in 2014? ..................................................................... 

 

4. What does the Australian director of Human Rights Watch, Elaine Pearson, say governments need to 

be taking action against?  

.............................................................................................. in the refugee's home countries. 

 

5. What is Hungary planning to do to reduce the number of people entering from the Middle East and 

Africa? ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

  

6. What does Elaine Pearson say is an example of a ‘humanitarian response’ to the issue? 

Working with some of the transit countries so that while refugees are awaiting their status 

determinations, they have the right to ........................................ and their kids can ............................................. 

 

7. Paul Power, from the Refugee Council of Australia, says the Australian government’s focus on 

stopping people smuggling and making it harder to get into the country is the best policy. T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 persecution  staggering stability 
 harsh   escalation promote  
 flee  address  core  

 bleak   stem  resort to 

 represent   solidarity  

 chaotic   status  
 
1. At a crisis meeting to discuss how to prevent asylum seekers from dying at sea, European leaders 

agreed to strengthen internal .....................................................................and work together to fight human 
traffickers and address the issues of conflict and stability in countries like Syria. 

2. Because of ongoing civil war and an unemployment rate of more than 50%, the outlook for many 
citizens in the country was very .............................................................................. 

3. During the famine, farmers had to ............................................................ eating the seed for next year’s crop. 
4. How to best deal with the large number of asylum seekers arriving by boat from Africa and the Middle 

East has become a .....................................................................election issue for several European governments. 
5. Many people believe that the majority of asylum seekers arrive by boats. But in fact, entering by 

plane .....................................................................the largest proportion of the country’s refugees. 
6. Most refugee advocates were critical of the government’s tough new anti-people smuggling laws 

which they said failed to .....................................................................the humanitarian problems in the countries 
people were fleeing from. 

7. The country had become less attractive to foreign investors because of a lack of political 
...................................................................... There had been six changes of governments in the last 10 years 
and laws governing foreign companies, such as taxation law, kept being revised. 

8. The family had spent more than 2 years in a refugee camp before their refugee 
.....................................................................was officially confirmed and a country was found for them to settle in. 

9. The government introduced new .....................................................................sentences for anyone convicted of 
people smuggling. The maximum sentence was increased from five years jail to 10 years and the 
maximum fine from $20 thousand to $100 thousand. 

10. The Italian government said it was unable to cope with a ..............................................increase in the number 
of asylum seekers over recent months and asked for other EU countries to show solidarity and help 
ease the burden. 

11. The non-governmental organization was established to .....................................................................and defend 
human rights and create a culture in which the rights of the most vulnerable are respected. 

12. There were .....................................................................scenes at the airport when it was announced all flights 
had been cancelled due to a severe thunderstorm. Thousands of passengers rushed to the counters 
to try to rebook. 

13. When war broke out in the south of the country, thousands of refugees were forced to 
.....................................................................across the border into the neighbouring country. 

14. To .....................................................................the influx of unaccompanied child migrants into the US, experts 
said more needed to be done to address the root causes of ongoing violence and poverty in Central 
America which make these children’s lives at home intolerable. 

15. What started as a peaceful demonstration quickly ...........................................................into a violent riot which 
resulted in more than 100 people being hospitalized and millions of dollars of property damage.  

16. When questioned by immigration authorities, the asylum seeker said he and his family had been 
forced to flee their home country because they were being .....................................................................by the 
government for their religious beliefs. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 Almost 60 million people last year – Number of 

people across the world fleeing war and 
persecution 

 Half of them – Proportion that are children 
 One in every 122 people – Is a either a refugee, 

internally displaced or seeking asylum 
 

1. 60 per cent 
2. Syria 
3. Asia 
4. human rights abuses in the refugee's home countries 
5. Build a four metre high fence along its border (with 

Serbia) 
6. work / go to school 
7. F 

  
central, main, underlying core  
complete confusion and disorder, disorganized chaotic  
constancy, not easily changed or likely to change stability 
correspond to represent  
encourage, support, endorse promote  
harassment, harmful treatment persecution 
increase, becoming worse escalation 
incredible, very large or surprising staggering 
not encouraging, sad, despairing bleak  
official position of a person according to the law status  
restrict, reduce stem  
run away from danger, escape flee 
tackle, deal with address  
tough, heavy, strict harsh  
turn to, make use of  resort to 
unity, shared aims solidarity 
 
1. At a crisis meeting to discuss how to prevent more people from dying at sea, European leaders agreed to 

strengthen internal solidarity and work together to fight human traffickers and address the issues of conflict 
and stability in countries like Syria. 

2. Because of ongoing civil war and unemployment of more than 50%, the outlook for many citizens in the country 
was very bleak. 

3. During the famine, farmers had to resort to eating the seed for next year’s crop. 
4. How to best deal with the large numbers of asylum seekers arriving by boat from Africa and the Middle East 

has become a core election issue for several European governments. 
5. Many people believe that most asylum seekers arrive by boats. But in fact, entering by plane represented the 

largest proportion of the country’s refugees. 
6. Most refugee advocates were critical of the government’s tough new anti-people smuggling laws which they 

said failed to address the humanitarian problems in the countries people were fleeing from. 
7. The country had become less attractive to foreign investors because of a lack of political stability. There had 

been six changes of governments in the last 10 years and laws governing foreign companies, such as taxation 
law, kept being revised. 

8. The family had spent more than 2 years in a refugee camp before their refugee status was officially confirmed 
and a country was found for them to settle in. 

9. The government introduced new harsh sentences for anyone convicted of people smuggling. The maximum 
sentence was increased from five years jail to 10 years and the maximum fine from $20 thousand to $100 
thousand. 

10. The Italian government said it was unable to cope with a staggering increase in the number of asylum seekers 
over recent months and asked for neighbouring countries to help ease the burden. 

11. The non-governmental organization was established to promote and defend human rights and create a culture 
in which the rights of the most vulnerable are respected. 

12. There were chaotic scenes at the airport when it was announced all flights had been cancelled due to a severe 
thunderstorm. Thousands of passengers rushed to the counters to try to rebook. 

13. When war broke out in the south of the country, thousands of refugees were forced to flee across the border 
into the neighbouring country. 

14. To stem the influx of unaccompanied child migrants into the US, experts said more needed to be done to 
address the root causes of ongoing violence and poverty in Central America which make these children’s lives 
at home intolerable. 

15. What started as a peaceful demonstration quickly escalated into a violent riot which resulted in more than 100 
people being hospitalized and millions of dollars of property damage.  

16. When questioned by immigration authorities, the asylum seeker said he and his family had been forced to flee 
their home country because they were being persecuted by the government for their religious beliefs. 


