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Title: Global income disparity widening 

First Broadcast: 22.05.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:58 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4240688.htm 

Summary: 
A new OECD report says the gap between the world's richest and poorest is widening 

at a dramatic pace. 

Interviewee(s)  Angel Gurria, OECD's secretary-general 

Related Stories: 
 www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2015/mar/27/income-inequality-rising-falling-worlds-

richest-poorest 

 
 
 

 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 dramatic pace (adj)  phenomenon (n)  capacity to pay 

 shift to non-standard work (n)  blockage (n)  tax burden (n) 

 account for (v)  income distribution (n)  eliminate (v) 

 surge (v)  correlation (n)  tax exemption (n) 

 insecure job (adj)  mainstream services (adj)  broad inequality (adj) 

 social mobility (n)  essential item (adj)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

ability  to do something  

able to move or be moved  

an observable fact or event that is 

unusual or difficult to understand or 

explain fully 

 

association or link between things 

that happen or change together 
 

change, move  

freedom from being required to do 

something , exception 
 

 get rid of, remove  

load, liability, obligation  

make up, comprise, form  

not certain to continue for a long 

time, not guaranteed 
 

obstruction,  something that stops 

something from moving through 

something 

 

remarkable, attracting attention  

sudden, large increase  

the way that something spreads out 

or is divided 
 

typical, normal  

very important and necessary  

wide ranging, including many people  
 

dramatic pace (adj) 

shift to non-standard work (n) 

account for (v) 

surge (v) 

insecure job (adj) 

social mobility (n) 

phenomenon (n) 

blockage (n) 

income distribution (n) 

correlation (n) 

mainstream services (adj) 

essential item (adj) 

capacity to pay 

tax burden (n) 

eliminate (v) 

tax exemption (n) 

broad inequality (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  

 What is the OECD? 

 

 Why do you think the gap between the world's richest and poorest has widened dramatically over the 

last 2 decades? 

 

 The report says that over the last 20 years there has been a shift toward what it calls "non-standard,  

work" with more workers having insecure jobs. What does this mean?  

 

 Why are companies employing more workers on a non-standard basis? How does it impact on 

wealth inequality? 

 

 Why is a widening gap between the world's richest and poorest a problem? How does it impact on 

the individual and society? Do you think it is ethically acceptable? 

 

 What can be done to stop the gap between the world's richest and poorest from widening further? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
  
 
 What you think the following figure from the report refers to: 
 
 

More than half of all job creation – 

 

 

 What proportion of total household wealth do you think the bottom 40 per cent of workers now hold?  

a. 3%                 b. 13%                c. 23% 

 

 Australia has a higher level of wealth equality than the OECD average. True  /  False 
 
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 

 
 

1. According to Angel Gurria, the OECD's secretary-general, the richest 10 per cent of the population 

now earn how many more times the income of the poorest 10 per cent? ............................................................. 

 

2. Angel Gurria says inequality is affecting not just the poorest but working class families as well.  

True  /  False 

 

3. What does he say is the consequence of inequality?  

It blocks ..................................................................................... and lowers ............................................................................ 

 

4. What has helped Australia achieve a more equal income distribution compared to the OECD 

average? ............................................................................... and ......................................................................... 

 

5. Adam Mooney, chief executive of Good Shepherd Microfinance, says the wealth gap in Australia is 

widening – what evidence does he cite to support his claim? 

2.5 million people in Australia are living ............................................................................ 

 

6. He says his organization has more people coming in wanting no-interest loans and low-interest loans 

for simple, essential items – what 2 items does he mention as examples? 

..................................................................................................................... 

 

7. What does Angel Gurria say is the one, big solution to the widening gap between the world's richest 

and poorest? ...................................................................................................................................................... 

 

8. The OECD also says governments need to address broader inequality by encouraging more 

............................................................................ into the workforce. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 dramatic   phenomenon  capacity  

 shift   blockage  burden 

 account   distribution eliminate 

 surge  correlation  exemption 

 insecure job  mainstream   broad  

 mobility  essential   

 
1. A spokesperson for the forestry industry said the new restrictions on logging in the state’s forests 

would ............................................................................jobs growth and have a negative impact on the economy. 
2. As a country develops and wages increase, some local manufacturing companies may be forced to 

............................................................................production offshore where operating costs are lower. 
3. China’s growth since the 1980s has been ............................................................................high and is often 

referred to as an economic ‘miracle’. 
4. Even though business leaders said it would have a negative impact on the economy, the prime 

minister said the introduction of a minimum wage for low paid workers had 
............................................................................ support among the public.  

5. Health experts say there is a strong ............................................................................between employment and 
mental health and that people without a job are more likely to suffer from depression. 

6. Job ............................................................................in many countries has changed a lot over the last few 
decades. Before one job for life was common, now three jobs per decade is normal. 

7. Studies show that people who are unemployed for a long period of time begin to feel 
disconnected from ................................society and this can have a negative impact on their mental health. 

8. The company, which had not recorded a profit for more than 2 years, decided to 
............................................................................performance bonuses for senior management. 

9. The cost of raising a child can be a significant financial ............................................................................for 
many families, especially single parents and those on low incomes. 

10. The job applicants had to undergo a psychological test to determine their 
............................................................................to work as part of a team and to complete tasks under pressure.  

11. The mining boom, which saw the price of iron ore skyrocket, has ............................................................................ 
for a large proportion of Australia’s economic growth over the last 10 years. 

12. The recent ............................................................................in the number of airplane flights has clogged China’s 
air-traffic control system and led to more frequent delays at airports as well as concerns about safety. 

13. The student was granted an ............................................................................from the exam because he had 
successfully completed a similar course at another university. 

14. The transformation of some of China’s largest cities, such as Shanghai, over the last 2 decades has 
been ............................................................................with thousands of new skyscrapers built and economic 
development continuing at a rapid pace. 

15. When the CEO announced another big fall in profits and that the opening of a new manufacturing 
plant offshore was becoming more likely, many of the company’s workers were beginning to feel very 
............................................................................about their employment future.   

16. When the woman called the employment agency to enquire about the marketing job she had seen 
advertised, she was told that a business related degree and a minimum 2 years’ experience was 
.............................................................................  

17. While the national employment rate had increased sharply over the last few years, the 
.......................................... of those new jobs was very uneven with most being created in mining areas. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 Is non-standard work 
 3% 
 True  
 
1. 9.6 times 
2. T  

3. social mobility / economic growth 
4. Tax cuts (since 2007) and rising property prices 
5. below the poverty line (and that number's increasing) 
6. fridges, washing machines 
7. Make the big earners pay bigger taxes 
8. women 

  
remarkable, attracting attention dramatic  
change, move shift  
make up, comprise, form account  
sudden, large increase surge 
not certain to continue for a long time, not guaranteed insecure job 
able to move or be moved mobility 
an observable fact or event that is unusual or difficult to understand or explain fully phenomenon 
obstruction,  something that stops something from moving through something blockage 
the way that something spreads out or is divided distribution 
association or link between things that happen or change together correlation 
typical, normal mainstream  
very important and necessary essential  
ability  to do something capacity  
load, liability, obligation burden 
 get rid of, remove eliminate 
freedom from being required to do something , exception exemption 
wide ranging, including many people broad  
 
1. A spokesperson for the forestry industry said the new restrictions on logging in the state’s forests would block 

jobs growth and have a negative impact on the economy. 
2. As a country develops and wages increase, some local manufacturing companies may be forced to shift 

production offshore where operating costs are lower. 
3. China’s growth since the 1980s has been phenomenally high and is often referred to as an economic 

‘miracle’. 
4. Even though business leaders said it would have a negative impact on the economy, the prime minister said 

the introduction of a minimum wage for low paid workers had broad support among the public.  
5. Health experts say there is a strong correlation between employment and mental health and that people 

without a job are more likely to suffer from depression. 
6. Job mobility in many countries has changed a lot over the last few decades. Before one job for life was 

common, now three jobs per decade is normal. 
7. Studies show that people who are unemployed for a long period of time begin to feel disconnected from 

mainstream society and this can have a negative impact on their mental health. 
8. The company, which had not recorded a profit for more than 2 years, decided to 

eliminate performance bonuses for senior management. 
9. The cost of raising a child can be a significant financial burden for many families, especially single parents and 

those on low incomes. 
10. The job applicants had to undergo a psychological test to determine their capacity to work as part of a team 

and to complete tasks under pressure.  
11. The mining boom, which saw the price of iron ore skyrocket, has accounted for a large proportion of 

Australia’s economic growth over the last 10 years. 
12. The recent surge in the number of airplane flights has clogged China’s air-traffic control system and led to 

more frequent delays at airports as well as concerns about safety. 
13. The student was granted an exemption from the exam because he had successfully completed a similar 

course at another university. 
14. The transformation of some of China’s largest cities, such as Shanghai, over the last 2 decades has been 

dramatic with thousands of new skyscrapers built and economic development continuing at a rapid pace. 
15. When the CEO announced another big fall in profits and that the opening of a new manufacturing plant 

offshore was becoming more likely, many of the company’s workers were beginning to feel very insecure 
about their employment future.   

16. When the woman called the employment agency to enquire about the marketing job she had seen advertised, 
she was told that a business related degree and a minimum 2 years’ experience was essential.  

17. While the national employment rate had increased sharply over the last few years, the distribution of those 
new jobs was very uneven with most being created in mining areas. 


