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Summary: 

At an international conference recently, it was announced that two of the world's wealthiest men 

have launched a fighting fund to help developing countries in their legal battle with big tobacco 

companies. At the same conference, Australia's plain packaging laws for cigarettes were 

commended by health experts. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 intended effect (adj)  standardised (adj)  disease burden (n) 

 reduce the appeal (n)  commend (v)  disproportionate (adj) 

 illicit trade (adj)  press ahead (v)  impose (v) 

 key role (adj)  intimidate (v)  entity (n) 

 plain packaging measures (n)  encouraging initiative (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  

 

attractiveness, quality that makes 

people like something 
 

body, organization  

follow through with an action  

important, major, central  

inflict, force, bring about as if by 

force  
 

make afraid, threaten  

not allowed by law  

plan or program that aims to deal 

with a problem 
 

planned action to achieve something  

planned, wished-for, envisioned  

praise, mention as deserving 

attention or approval 
 

problem, something worrisome  

too large or small in relation to 

something, unequal 
 

uniform, similar and consistent, 

unvarying 
 

 

intended effect (adj) 

reduce the appeal (n)

illicit trade (adj) 

key role (adj) 

plain packaging measures (n)

standardised (adj) 

commend (v) 

press ahead (v) 

intimidate (v) 

encouraging initiative (n)

disease burden (n) 

disproportionate (adj)

impose (v) 

entity (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 What is the aim of Australia’s plain cigarette packaging laws? How do they work? 

 

 Do you think they are a good idea? Would they make a lot of difference? 

 

 At the conference, World Health Organization chief Margaret Chan commended Australia for 

pressing ahead with plain packaging laws despite being intimidated by the tobacco industry. Why 

should Australia be commended? How do you think big tobacco companies reacted to plain 

packaging laws for cigarettes? Why? 

 

 When the laws were first proposed, tobacco companies warned there'd be a huge rise in the illegal 

trade of cigarettes. Why? Do you think this has happened? 

 

 What is a litigation fund? Why do you think a litigation fund to specifically help developing countries 

pass strong tobacco control laws is needed? 

 

 Do you think plain cigarette packaging will be the norm in many countries in the near future? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
  

 Australia was the first country in the world to bring in plain packaging laws.  True  /  False 

 

 According to Kylie Lindorff from Cancer Council Victoria, ... 

a. Australia's plain packaging laws have proven a success.  

b. More time is needed to determine whether the plain packaging laws have been successful. 

 

 Other countries have copied Australia's plain packaging laws.  True  /  False 

 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 

1. When were Australia’s plain cigarette packaging laws introduced? 

....................................................................................................... 

 

2. Kylie Lindorff says plain packaging laws have reduced the appeal of cigarette packets among which 

groups in particular?  

A. Younger people                 B. Older people 

 

3. Does she agree there has been an increase in the use or the availability of illicit tobacco?  Yes  /  No 

 

4. Which countries have also passed legislation to introduce standardised cigarette packaging? 

....................................................................................................... 

 

5. Margaret Chan, head of the World Health Organization, has urged global action to drive tobacco 

companies  _________________     _______________      _________________ 

 

6. Who set up the Anti-Tobacco Trade Litigation Fund to help developing countries pass strong tobacco 

control laws? (Name at least one of the men) 

......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 intended   standardised burden  

 appeal   commend disproportionate 

 illicit   press impose  

 key   intimidate entity  

 measures   initiative  
 

1. A charitable organization is a kind of business .......................................................................................................which 

is sometimes referred to as a charity or foundation and can be run publicly or privately.  

2. According to a recent report, the global obesity epidemic is a greater 

................................................................................................. on the world economy than smoking or climate change. 

3. According to a recent UN report, the global .......................................................................................................drug 

market is worth an estimated US$323 billion a year. 

4. Companies often use celebrities and sports stars in their advertising campaigns to increase the 

.......................................................................................................of their products.  

5. Despite strong criticism from politicians and health experts, tobacco companies said they would 

...........................................................................ahead with plans to introduce ultra-low cost cigarette brands into 

the market as a direct response to the government’s recently announced tobacco tax increase.   

6. Global food companies like KFC and McDonalds have .................................................................................................... 

procedures for all aspects of how each individual store is operated, no matter which country it is 

located in. This includes everything from how the food is prepared and cooked to the uniforms staff 

have to wear.  

7. Health experts .......................................................................................................the government for its decision to ban 

smoking inside all restaurants and cafes despite strong opposition from the food industry. 

8. Many experts believe the .......................................................................................................to reducing illegal drug use 

in society is education, not tougher penalties.    

9. Smoking .......................................................................................................a substantial burden on society in terms of 

disease and the related medical costs so it is only fair that smokers should pay high taxes for 

tobacco products. 

10. Studies have shown that smoking rates are .......................................................................................................higher 

among people from financially disadvantaged backgrounds. 

11. The government launched a new health .......................................................................................................to educate 

the public about the damaging health effects of tobacco and encourage smokers to seek medical 

help to quit. 

12. The health minister said the steady drop in the number of smokers was the 

.................................................................................................... result of several large increases in tobacco taxes over 

the last 5 years which saw the price of a packet of cigarettes almost triple.  

13. The robber used a knife to .......................................................................................................the shopkeeper before 

running off with a small amount of cash and a few cartons of cigarettes. 

14. There is now general agreement that in order to substantially reduce smoking rates, governments 

need to adopt a range of ......................................................................................................., including a total ban on 

tobacco advertising, restrictions on smoking in public places and in the workplace and increases in 

tobacco taxation. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 T 
 Australia's plain packaging 

laws have proven a 
success  

 T 

1. In (December) 2012 
2. younger people 
3. no 
4. Ireland and the UK (France, Norway, South Africa intend to soon) 
5. out of business  
6. Bill Gates and (former New York mayor) Michael Bloomberg 

  
attractiveness, quality that makes people like something appeal 
body, organization entity 
follow through with an action press  
important, major, central key  
inflict, force, bring about as if by force  impose 
make afraid, threaten intimidate
not allowed by law illicit  
plan or program that aims to deal with a problem initiative
planned action to achieve something measures
planned, wished-for, envisioned intended 
praise, mention as deserving attention or approval commend
problem, something worrisome burden 
too large or small in relation to something, unequal disproportionate
uniform, similar and consistent, unvarying standardised
 
1. A charitable organization is a kind of business entity which is sometimes referred to as a charity or 

foundation and can be run publicly or privately.  
2. According to a recent report, the global obesity epidemic is a greater burden on the world economy 

than smoking or climate change. 
3. According to a recent UN report, the global illicit drug market is worth an estimated US$323 billion a 

year. 
4. Companies often use celebrities and sports stars in their advertising campaigns to increase the 

appeal of their products.  
5. Despite strong criticism from politicians and health experts, tobacco companies said they would 

press ahead with plans to introduce ultra-low cost cigarette brands into the market as a direct 
response to the government’s recently announced tobacco tax increase.   

6. Global food companies like KFC and McDonalds have standardised procedures for all aspects of 
how each individual store is operated, no matter which country it is located in. This includes 
everything from how the food is prepared and cooked to the uniforms staff have to wear.  

7. Health experts commended the government for its decision to ban smoking inside all restaurants 
and cafes despite strong opposition from the food industry. 

8. Many experts believe the key to reducing illegal drug use in society is education, not tougher 
penalties.    

9. Smoking imposes a substantial burden on society in terms of disease and the related medical costs 
so it is only fair that smokers should pay high taxes for tobacco products. 

10. Studies have shown that smoking rates are disproportionately higher among people from 
financially disadvantaged backgrounds. 

11. The government launched a new health initiative to educate the public about the damaging health 
effects of tobacco and encourage smokers to seek medical help to quit. 

12. The health minister said the steady drop in the number of smokers was the intended result of 
several large increases in tobacco taxes over the last 5 years which saw the price of a packet of 
cigarettes almost triple.  

13. The robber used a knife to intimidate the shopkeeper before running off with a small amount of cash 
and a few cartons of cigarettes. 

14. There is now general agreement that in order to substantially reduce smoking rates, governments 
need to adopt a range of measures, including a total ban on tobacco advertising, restrictions on 
smoking in public places and in the workplace and increases in tobacco taxation. 

 


