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Title: Australia in the world's top 10 countries to be a mum 

First Broadcast: 05.05.2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:45 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4229695.htm 

Summary: 
A global report by the Save the Children organisation has found Australia is one of the 

top places in the world to be a mother. 

Interviewee(s)  Mat Tinkler, director of policy and public affairs for Save the Children 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 

 affluent (adj)  urban area (adj) compound the problem (v)

 consistently (adv)  life outcomes (n) sanitation (n) 

 indicator (n)  immune (adj) outbreak (n) 

 determine (v)  mortality rate (n) dubious honour (adj)

 picture of prosperity (n)  disparity (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  

 
 

a term used ironically to describe 

something bad as if it were an 

achievement 

 

constantly, continuing to happen in 

the same way 
 

death or number of deaths  
difference, inequality, gap  
hygiene, cleanliness, keeping places 

free from infection and disease 
 

make worse, add to  
not influenced or affected by 

something 
 

relating to cities and towns  
sign that shows the state of 

something, guide 
 

something that follows as a result  
success, economic well-being  
 sudden occurrence and spread of a 

disease 
 

to establish, to learn or find out  
wealthy, having a lot of money  

 

affluent (adj) 

consistently (adv) 

indicator (n) 

determine (v) 

picture of prosperity (n)

urban area (adj) 

life outcomes (n) 

immune (adj) 

mortality rate (n) 

disparity (n) 

compound the problem (v)

sanitation (n) 

outbreak (n) 

dubious honour (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 

 
 In its annual State of the World's Mothers report, Save the Children look at 5 different indicators to 

determine what it's like to be a mum in 179 different countries – what do you think those indicators 
are? 

o The risk of ____________________ while giving birth 

o The rate at which children die before their ____________________ birthday 

The level of ____________________ for women 

The level of ____________________ received by women 

o The number of women represented in ____________________ 

 
 What is child mortality? Why is it higher in some countries and lower in others? 

 
 Mat Tinkler, from Save the Children, makes the following statement – can you complete it? 

 
“... our report shows that it really does depend on your level of ____________________ in terms of 
your life outcomes.”  
 

 Compared to some other countries, why do you think Australia is a good place to be a mother? 
 

 Do you think how good it is to be a mother would be the same in all parts of Australia? 
 

 Two other countries consistently rank highly in the State of the World's Mothers report – which 

countries do you think they could be? N____________________ and  S _____________________ 
 

 In which part of the world are most of the 10 worst countries located? 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figure from the report refers to 
 

 Ninth –  

 

 According to Mat Tinkler, it doesn’t matter where you are born in Sydney, the child mortality rates 

are about the same – do you think the statement is true or false? 
 
 
Try to match the country with the description 
 

Cambodia  

Nepal  

Somalia  
 

 Has improved its ranking and cut child mortality but a recent 
event could reverse some of the gains 

 Ranked the worst country to be a mother  
 Child mortality rates have dropped significantly to be among 

the lowest in the developing world 

 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Which other two countries consistently rank in the top 10 in the State of the World's Mothers report? 

______________________ and ______________________ 

 

2. What are some of the five different indicators used to determine what it's like to be a mum in the 

State of the World's Mothers report? 

 The risk of dying while giving birth 

 The rate at which children die before their ____________________ birthday 

 The level of ____________________ for women 

 The level of ____________________ received by women 

 The number of women represented in ____________________ 

 

3. What does Mat Tinkler, from Save the Children, say our life outcomes really depend on?  

_______________________________   

 

4. According to the report, a baby born in Sydney’s south west is how much more likely to die than a 

baby born in some of the more prosperous inner city or north shore suburbs before they are 5 years 

old? _____________ as likely 

 

5. In Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh, what is the under-five child mortality rate for the poorest 20 per 

cent of people versus the richest 20 per cent? 

 ______________________ times  

 

6. Why are there concerns about improvements in child mortality rates being reversed in Nepal?  

Because of ______________________ 

 

7. Most of the 10 worst countries are in which region of the world? __________________________ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

 affluent   urban compound  

 consistently   outcomes sanitation  

 indicator   immune outbreak  

 determine   mortality dubious  

 prosperity   disparity   
 
1. After losing his job, the man was having problems paying his bills. When he told a friend he was 

considering getting a loan at a very high interest rate, he was advised against it as it would only 
................................................................................... his financial difficulties. 

2. Although more than six million children under five died last year, new data released by the United 
Nations show that globally under-five ................................................................................... rates have dropped by 
49% between 1990 and 2013. 

3. As a study destination, Australia ................................................................................... ranks among the world's 
most popular countries for international students despite the high cost of living. 

4. Educational ................................................................................... in South Korea have improved dramatically over 
the last couple of decades with students consistently ranking in the top 5 among OECD countries in 
literacy, maths and science. 

5. Happiness is a key ................................................................................... of wellbeing but other factors like health, 
education and work need to be considered as well. 

6. In most countries, there is a big ................................................................................... between what the richest 
people earn and how much money the poorest make. According to the latest data from the OECD, 
the richest 10 per cent of the population now earn 9.6 times the income of the poorest 10 per cent 
and that the gap is widening. 

7. Life expectancy in ................................................................................... countries like Japan and Australia is much 
higher than the poorest countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and developing Asia. 

8. Millions of young children die each year because of poor ................................................................................... and 
a lack of access to clean drinking water. 

9. Officials with the United Nations and the World Health Organization have said that ending the Ebola 
..................................................................................., which has killed almost 12 thousand people, entirely will be 
extremely difficult to achieve. 

10. The South Pacific country of Nauru has the ................................................................................... honour of being 
ranked the fattest nation in the world with 94 per cent of its adult population overweight. 

11. To help ................................................................................... what it would be like to be a stay at home dad on a 
regular basis, the man took 3 months off work while his wife went back to her job one month after 
their baby was born. After 3 months, they would decide which of them continues working fulltime 
outside the home.    

12. When it comes to the economy, there is a saying that if the US sneezes, Australia catches a cold. 
This means that Australia is not ................................................................................... from any financial shocks that 
might occur in America.  

13. With 2 decades of consistently high economic growth, tens of millions more Chinese enjoy a level of 
................................................................................... their parents could never have imagined before. 

14. With the ease of transport and access to jobs, education and entertainment facilities, most people 
these days prefer an ................................................................................... lifestyle.  
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ANSWERS 
 

 Ninth –Australia’s ranking in the State of the World's 
Mothers report 

 F  
 
 Has improved its ranking and cut child mortality but a recent 

event could reverse some of the gains - Nepal 
 Ranked the worst country to be a mother - Somalia 
 One of the lowest child mortality rates in the developing world - 

Cambodia 

1. Norway and Sweden 
2. fifth / education / income / parliament 
3. Our level of income  
4. twice 
5. 5 
6. the recent earthquake 
7. Central or west Africa 

  
 
 
a term used ironically to describe something bad as if it were an achievement dubious honour 
constantly, continuing to happen in the same way consistently 
death or number of deaths mortality rate 
difference, inequality, gap disparity 
hygiene, cleanliness, keeping places free from infection and disease sanitation 
make worse, add to compound the problem 
not influenced or affected by something immune 
relating to cities and towns urban area 
sign that shows the state of something, guide indicator 
something that follows as a result life outcomes 
success, economic well-being picture of prosperity 
 sudden occurrence and spread of a disease outbreak 
to establish, to learn or find out determine 
wealthy, having a lot of money affluent 
 
 
 
1. After losing his job, the man was having problems paying his bills. When he told a friend he was considering 

getting a loan at a very high interest rate, he was advised against it as it would only compound his financial 
difficulties. 

2. Although more than six million children under five died last year, new data released by the United Nations show 
that globally under-five mortality rates have dropped by 49% between 1990 and 2013. 

3. As a study destination, Australia consistently ranks among the world's most popular countries for international 
students despite the high cost of living. 

4. Educational outcomes in South Korea have improved dramatically over the last couple of decades with 
students consistently ranking in the top 5 among OECD countries in literacy, maths and science. 

5. Happiness is a key indicator of wellbeing but other factors like health, education and work need to be 
considered as well. 

6. In most countries, there is a big disparity between what the richest people earn and how much money the 
poorest make. According to the latest data from the OECD, the richest 10 per cent of the population now earn 
9.6 times the income of the poorest 10 per cent and that the gap is widening. 

7. Life expectancy in affluent countries like Japan and Australia is much higher than the poorest countries in Sub-
Saharan Africa and developing Asia. 

8. Millions of young children die each year because of poor sanitation and a lack of access to clean drinking 
water. 

9. Officials with the United Nations and the World Health Organization have said that ending the Ebola outbreak, 
which has killed almost 12 thousand people, entirely will be extremely difficult to achieve. 

10. The South Pacific country of Nauru has the dubious honour of being ranked the fattest nation in the world with 
94 per cent of its adult population overweight. 

11. To help determine what it would be like to be a stay at home dad on a regular basis, the man took 3 months 
off work while his wife went back to her job one month after their baby was born. After 3 months, they would 
decide which of them continues working fulltime outside the home.    

12. When it comes to the economy, there is a saying that if the US sneezes, Australia catches a cold. This means 
that Australia is not immune from any financial shocks that might occur in America.  

13. With 2 decades of consistently high economic growth, tens of millions more Chinese enjoy a level of 
prosperity their parents could never have imagined before. 

14. With the ease of transport and access to jobs, education and entertainment facilities, most people these days 
prefer an urban lifestyle.  


