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Title: Ice a huge illicit drug problem 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:57 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4204446.htm 

Summary: 
A new report by the Australian Crime Commission into the use of ice and 

methamphetamines reveals the extent of the problem and the risk to society. 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.theguardian.com.au/news/breaking-the-ice/ 

 http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4212437.htm 

 
 
 

 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 scope of the problem (n)  misery (n)  lucrative (adj) 

 reveal (v)  prolonged use (adj)  seizure (n) 

 illicit drugs (adj)  irreparable damage (adj)  enforcement (n) 

 officially number one (adv)  distort (v)  rehabilitation (n) 

 pay big dividends (n)   pay a premium (n)  disseminate information (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

 

advantage or benefit  

alter, twist, change the natural form 

of something 

 

capture, taking something by legal 

authority 

 

distribute or spread to many people  

extent  

formerly, said in a public way by 

someone in a position of authority 

 

great unhappiness or suffering  

highly profitable, well-paid  

lengthy, continuing for a longer time  

permanent, irreversible, not able to 

be corrected or repaired 

 

price higher than the normal one  

show, make known  

the act of making sure that people 

follow laws or rules 

 

treatment or help bring someone or 

something back to a normal, healthy 

condition 

 

unlawful or illegal  
 

scope of the problem (n) 

reveal (v) 

illicit drugs (adj) 

officially number one (adv) 

pay big dividends (n)  

misery (n) 

prolonged use (adj) 

irreparable damage (adj) 

distort (v) 

pay a premium (n) 

lucrative (adj) 

seizure (n) 

enforcement (n) 

rehabilitation (n) 

disseminate information (v) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE WORLD TODAY ACTIVITIES            Published by Grabaword.com on May 13, 2015          Page 3 / 6  

 
Text  2015 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 What is ice? Why is ice use so widespread in many countries, including Australia? 

 

 What kind of damage do drugs like ice do to individuals, their families and society? Why is ice a 

particularly harmful drug? 

 

 Michael Keenan, Australia’s Justice Minister, says that when tackling the problem of ice it is not a law 

enforcement issue alone – what does he mean?  

 

 How can the problem of ice be dealt with? What about parents, educators and health providers - how 

can they help? 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Before watching the report, try to write a question for each item of information 
 
 

 1.3 million Australians  

 

How many..........................................................................................................................................? 

 

 In some rural and regional communities in particular   

 

 

 

 US$500 a gram   

 

 

 

 Outlawed motorcycle gangs 
  
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 

 

 

1. According to the report, ice is the most dangerous of all illicit drugs. T  /  F 

 

2. According to Michael Keenan, Australia’s Justice Minister, prolonged use of ice causes irreparable 

damage to a person’s ........................................................................................................... 

 

3. What are hospital staff worried about most when it comes to people who are on ice?  

............................................................................................ against their staff. 

 

4. Ice is cheaper in Australia than other countries. T  /  F 

 

5. Who is involved in the importing, manufacturing and trafficking of ice in Australia?   

a. Australian organised criminal gangs       

b. Australian and overseas organised criminal gangs 

 

6. The government says additional funding for customs and border protection and establishing a 

national gang squad ... a. has helped.                 b. has not helped. 

 

7. What does Michael Keenan say parents need to do?  

They need to................................................................................................................................................................. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 scope   misery lucrative 

 reveal   prolonged seizure  

 illicit   irreparable enforcement  

 officially   distort rehabilitation  

 dividends    premium disseminate  
 

1. A new report ........................................................................... that alcohol results in 10,000 deaths each year and 

costs society over 18 billion dollars annually.  

2. According to a new medical report, cancer is ..........................................................................now the number one 

cause of death in China. 

3. Although the country had some of the strictest drug laws in the world, they were not always 

..........................................................................because of an underfunded police force and widespread 

corruption.  

4. Although treating drug addicts can be very expensive, it can pay 

..........................................................................not only for the individual but wider society as a result of reduced 

crime and health costs associated with drug addiction.  

5. An ..........................................................................substance is any substance that is either illegal to possess, for 

example the drug ice, or legally available but used inappropriately. 

6. Drug addiction can not only ruin an individual’s life but also cause untold 

..........................................................................for their family and close friends. 

7. Even though they risk a long jail term, or even death in some countries, there will always be people 

who are willing to traffic drugs because it can be so ........................................................................... 

8. Hallucinogens, such as LSD and magic mushrooms, are drugs that ....................................................................... 

the way you perceive reality and can cause you to see, feel and hear things that don’t exist. 

9. Many people are willing to pay a ..........................................................................for free range food products, such 

as chickens and eggs. 

10. Police announced that they had arrested 2 men and a woman attempting to smuggle more than 

200kg of heroin into the country aboard a yacht. They said it was the biggest ................................................... 

of heroin in more than 10 years. 

11. Social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook have had a huge impact on how news is 

........................................................................... 

12. The health minister announced that a new drug ..........................................................................centre with 20 

beds would be opened to specifically treat young ice addicts. 

13. The liver can develop new cells but ..........................................................................alcohol misuse over many 

years can reduce the liver’s ability to regenerate, resulting in serious damage to the liver. 

14. The man’s drug addiction had caused ..........................................................................harm to most of his 

relationships. He had separated from his wife and he no longer communicated with his parents or 

siblings. 

15. Unhealthy alcohol use can have a serious impact not only on the individual drinker, but also on their 

family, workplace, community, and the health care system. Many people are not aware of the 

.......................................................................... of the problem and that more harm is caused in society from 

alcohol abuse than any other drug.  
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ANSWERS 
 
 1.3 million Australians – How many Australians have 

tried ice? 
 Particularly in some rural and regional communities – 

Where in particular is ice a (big) problem? 
 US$500 a gram – How much does ice cost in Australia? 
 Outlawed motorcycle gangs – Who is trafficking the 

drugs? 

1. T 
2. mental health 
3. Violence 
4. F 
5. Australian and overseas organised criminal 

gangs 
6. has helped 
7. Talk to their children about the dangers of illicit 

drugs (in particular ice) 
  
advantage or benefit dividends
alter, twist, change the natural form of something distort 
capture, taking something by legal authority seizure
distribute or spread to many people disseminate
extent scope  
formerly, said in a public way by someone in a position of authority officially
great unhappiness or suffering misery 
highly profitable, well-paid lucrative
lengthy, continuing for a longer time prolonged
permanent, irreversible, not able to be corrected or repaired irreparable
price higher than the normal one premium
show, make known reveal 
the act of making sure that people follow laws or rules enforcement
treatment or help bring someone or something back to a normal, healthy condition rehabilitation
unlawful or illegal illicit  
 
1. A new report revealed that alcohol results in 10,000 deaths each year and costs society over 18 

billion dollars annually.  
2. According to a new medical report, cancer is officially now the number one cause of death in China. 
3. Although the country had some of the strictest drug laws in the world, they were not always enforced 

because of an underfunded police force and widespread corruption.  
4. Although treating drug addicts can be very expensive, it can pay dividends not only for the individual 

but wider society as a result of reduced crime and health costs associated with drug addiction.  
5. An illicit substance is any substance that is either illegal to possess, for example the drug ice, or 

legally available but used inappropriately. 
6. Drug addiction can not only ruin an individual’s life but also cause untold misery for their family and 

close friends. 
7. Even though they risk a long jail term, or even death in some countries, there will always be people 

who are willing to traffic drugs because it can be so lucrative. 
8. Hallucinogens, such as LSD and magic mushrooms, are drugs that distort the way you perceive 

reality and can cause you to see, feel and hear things that don’t exist. 
9. Many people are willing to pay a premium for free range food products, such as chickens and eggs. 
10. Police announced that they had arrested 2 men and a woman attempting to smuggle more than 

200kg of heroin into the country aboard a yacht. They said it was the biggest seizure of heroin in 
more than 10 years. 

11. Social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook have had a huge impact on how news is 
disseminated. 

12. The health minister announced that a new drug rehabilitation centre with 20 beds would be opened 
to specifically treat young ice addicts. 

13. The liver can develop new cells but prolonged alcohol misuse over many years can reduce the 
liver’s ability to regenerate, resulting in serious damage to the liver. 

14. The man’s drug addiction had caused irreparable harm to most of his relationships. He had 
separated from his wife and he no longer communicated with his parents or siblings. 

15. Unhealthy alcohol use can have a serious impact not only on the individual drinker, but also on their 
family, workplace, community, and the health care system. Many people are not aware of the scope 
of the problem and that more harm is caused in society from alcohol abuse than any other drug.  

 


