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Title: Report shows Australia’s birth rate increases, many pregnant mums still smoking 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 2:54 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4149587.htm 

Summary: 
A new report reveals the rate of births in Australia has risen for the first time in five years 

while an alarming number of women still smoke while pregnant. 

Related Stories: 

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-16/increase-in-australian-birth-rate-for-first-time-in-five-

years/5969900 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Australia 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 reveal (v)  peak (n)  consultant (n) 

 alarming (adj)  baby boom (n)  jump to a conclusion (n) 

 compile data (v)  decline (v)  cease (v) 

 buck the trend (n)  pinpoint (v)  chronic (adj) 

 represent (v)  well established (adj)  consultant (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 

become lower in amount or less in 
number, drop, decrease, fall 

 

determine, find out with certainty  
final decision or judgment after some 
thought or research 

 

growth, expansion, sudden increase  
highest point or level  
long-lasting, continuing for a long 
time, happening or existing 
frequently 

 

put together, collect  
show, make known  
signify, correspond to  
 someone who gives professional 
advice or services, specialist 

 

stop doing, end  
tendency, general direction of 
change 

 

widely known and accepted, 
recognized 

 

worrying, disturbing  
 

reveal (v) 

alarming (adj) 

compile (v) 

trend (n) 

represent (v) 

peak (n) 

boom (n) 

decline (v) 

pinpoint (v) 

established (adj) 

consultant (n) 

conclusion (n) 

cease (v) 

chronic (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  

 Why do you think the birth rate has increased in Australia? Is this a good thing? 

 

 How might government policies influence a country’s birth rate? 

 

 Do you think the average age of mothers giving birth has changed over the last couple of decades? 

 

 The report also reveals an alarming number of women still smoke while pregnant. What might be the 

consequences of this for the baby? Why do you think many women continue to smoke while 

pregnant? 

 
 
 
PRE-LISTENING 
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
  

 For the first time in five years –  

 

There’s been an increase in the birth rate in Australia 

 

 312,000 babies in 2012 –  

 

Number of babies ................................................................................................................ 

 

 One-in-five / at least 35 years old –  

 

Proportion of women ............................................................................................................ 

 

 21.5 per cent since 2003 –  

 

How much ........................................................................................................................... 

 

 12 per cent of all mothers –  

 

............................................................................................................................................ 

 

 35 per cent of teenage mothers –  

 

............................................................................................................................................ 

 

LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 

 

1. The number babies born in Australia in 2012 increased by how much compared to 2011? 

........................................................... 

 

2. Women are now choosing to have babies at  an earlier age  /  a later age  compared to a decade 

ago. 

 

3. The rate of teenagers giving birth is  rising  /  falling. 

 

4. The number of births per 1,000 women has been  increasing  / decreasing from 2007 until 2012 

(last year of reporting). 

 

5. Dr Chambers says it is very clear why the number of babies born in Australia has increased.  

True  /  False 

 

6. The rate of babies born with  a low  /  a high  birth-weight doubled for mothers who smoked. 

 

7. Ron Batagol, an obstetric drug information consultant, says the effects on the baby from using 

nicotine patches will be  less harmful than  /  as harmful as  smoking. 

 

8. Smoking rates among mothers during pregnancy are  slowly declining  /  slowly rising.   

 

9. Dr Delyse Hutchinson, from the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, says giving up smoking 

is  not so difficult   /  really difficult  for pregnant women to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE WORLD TODAY ACTIVITIES            Published by Grabaword.com on March 11, 2015          Page 5 / 6  

 
Text  2015 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 reveal   peak consultant  

 alarming   boom conclusion  

 compile   decline cease  

 trend   pinpoint chronic  

 represent   established consultant  
 

1. Although the total number of smokers had ..........................................................................................over the last 20 

years, there was an alarming trend of more young females taking up the habit. 

2. Because of rapid population growth and rising life expectancy, the demand for health services was 

expected to ..........................................................................................over the next decades.  

3. Doctors had run multiple tests but they still couldn’t ..........................................................................................what 

was causing the patient’s mysterious illness.  

4. Even though researchers had ..........................................................................................a link between smoking and 

cancer more than 100 years ago, and tobacco industry insiders clearly knew by the mid-1950s that 

their product was dangerous, it took many more years for governments to introduce antismoking 

campaigns and regulations. 

5. Food manufacturers say there is little evidence to support the report's .................................................................. 

that a junk food tax would have a noticeable impact on obesity rates. 

6. Health experts said plans to increase fees to see a doctor were ................................................................................ 

and would discourage people from seeking treatment for health problems.  

7. Health experts said there was an alarming ......................................................................toward obesity in children. 

8. The doctor told the patient that her ..........................................................................................back pain could be 

linked to her smoking habit. 

9. The health minister argued that the $500 million annual boost to hospital funding 

.......................................................................................... a 10% increase on what the previous government had 

spent when it was in power. 

10. The mother had ..........................................................................................more than 100 pictures taken of her son 

since his birth and put them in a photo album which she then gave to him for his 18th birthday. 

11. The national unemployment rate had ..........................................................................................at 12% last year and 

was projected to fall to around 7% over the next 3 years.  

12. The newspaper report ..........................................................................................that the government was planning 

big cuts to the health budget. This would include increasing the fee for people to visit a doctor.  

13. The report by a top health ..........................................................................................revealed that unless more 

doctors were recruited from overseas in the short term, there would soon be an acute shortage of 

doctors in the country’s hospitals, especially in rural areas. 

14. The two tobacco companies and magazine publishers agreed to 

..........................................................................................placing cigarette advertisements in magazines that were 

popular with young readers. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 For the first time in five years – There’s been an increase in the 

birth rate in Australia 
 312,000 babies in 2012 – Number of babies born in Australia 
 One-in-five are now at least 35 years old – Proportion of women 

giving birth who are at least 35 years old 
 21.5 per cent since 2003 – How much the number of births have 

increased by 
 12 per cent of all mothers – Smoke during pregnancy 
 35 per cent of teenage mothers – Smoke during pregnancy 

1. 3.5 per cent 
2. a later age   
3. falling 
4. decreasing 
5. F 
6. a low   
7. less harmful than   
8. slowly declining   
9. really difficult   
 

  
become lower in amount or less in number, drop, decrease, fall decline (v) 
determine, find out with certainty pinpoint (v) 
final decision or judgment after some thought or research conclusion (n) 
growth, expansion, sudden increase boom (n) 
highest point or level peak (n) 
long-lasting, continuing for a long time, happening or existing frequently chronic (adj) 
put together, collect compile (v) 
show, make known reveal (v) 
signify, correspond to represent (v) 
 someone who gives professional advice or services, specialist consultant (n) 
stop doing, end cease (v) 
tendency, general direction of change trend (n) 
widely known and accepted, recognized established (adj) 
worrying, disturbing alarming (adj) 
 
1. Although the total number of smokers had declined over the last 20 years, there was an alarming trend of 

more young females taking up the habit. 
2. Because of rapid population growth and rising life expectancy, the demand for health services was expected to 

boom over the next decades.  
3. Doctors had run multiple tests but they still couldn’t pinpoint what was causing the patient’s mysterious illness.  
4. Even though researchers had established a link between smoking and cancer more than 100 years ago, and 

tobacco industry insiders clearly knew by the mid-1950s that their product was dangerous, it took many more 
years for governments to introduce antismoking campaigns and regulations. 

5. Food manufacturers say there is little evidence to support the report's conclusions that a junk food tax would 
have a noticeable impact on obesity rates. 

6. Health experts said plans to increase fees to see a doctor were alarming and would discourage people from 
seeking treatment for health problems.  

7. Health experts said there was an alarming trend toward obesity in children. 
8. The doctor told the patient that her chronic back pain could be linked to her smoking habit. 
9. The health minister argued that the $500 million annual boost to hospital funding represented a 10% increase 

on what the previous government had spent when it was in power. 
10. The mother had compiled more than 100 pictures taken of her son since his birth and put them in a photo 

album which she then gave to him for his 18th birthday. 
11. The national unemployment rate had peaked at 12% last year and was projected to fall to around 7% over the 

next 3 years.  
12. The newspaper report revealed that the government was planning big cuts to the health budget. This would 

include increasing the fee for people to visit a doctor.  
13. The report by a top health consultant revealed that unless more doctors were recruited from overseas in the 

short term, there would soon be an acute shortage of doctors in the country’s hospitals, especially in rural 
areas. 

14. The two tobacco companies and magazine publishers agreed to cease placing cigarette advertisements in 
magazines that were popular with young readers. 

 


