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First Broadcast: 23rd January, 2015 

Title: Record number of rhinos poached in 2014 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:57 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4167251.htm 

Summary: A new report from South Africa shows a record number of rhinos are being poached. 

Related Stories: 

 www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jan/23/can-anything-stop-the-rhino-poaching-

crisis 

 www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-28441261 

 
 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 project (v)  indication (n)  option (n) 

 horrific video (adj)  fascination (n)  outweigh (v) 

 severely injured (adv)  relatively new (adv)  decline (v) 

 stumble around (v)  extremely lucrative (adj)  sustain itself (v) 

 desperate manner (n)  regulated trade (adj)  

 conservation project (n)  context (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  

 

attraction, appeal, strong interest  

be greater than  

become lower in amount or less in 

number 

 

choice, alternative  

compared to others, quite, fairly  

controlled by rules or laws  

estimate, forecast  

profitable, producing a lot of wealth  

protection of animals, plants, and 

natural resources 

 

provide what is needed to exist, 

continue 

 

setting, environment  

sign, suggestion  

stagger, walk in an awkward way  

terrible, shocking  

very bad or serious  

way something is done or happens  
 

project (v) 

horrific video (adj) 

severely injured (adv) 

stumble around (v) 

desperate manner (n) 

conservation project (n) 

indication (n) 

fascination (n) 

relatively new (adv) 

extremely lucrative (adj) 

regulated trade (adj) 

context (n) 

option (n) 

outweigh (v) 

decline (v) 

sustain itself (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Which country has the largest rhino populations? 

 What is poaching?  

 What is the poached horn rhino used for? 

 Which 2 countries do you think buys most of the poached rhino horn? 

 Why are rhinos poached despite the fact it is illegal and poachers face very tough penalties if they 

are caught? 

 What are the potential consequences if poaching continues? 

 What are some solutions? How might a regulated legal trade in rhino horn help protect the animals? 

 Do you think it is important that endangered animals like rhinos are protected? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
  
 

 21 per cent in South Africa in 2014 –  How much ...  

 

 Vietnam and China –  

 

 $60,000 per kilo –  

 

 49 so far this year –  

 

 
  
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 
 

1. In which country are most of the world’s rhinos found? .......................................................................................... 

 

2. In China, there is a belief that rhino horn has what powers? 

............................................................................................. 

 

3. What did a Vietnamese government minister say consuming rhino horn powder did for him? 

............................................................................................. 

  

4. Dr Duan Biggs, from the Centre for Excellence in Environmental Decisions at the University of 

Queensland, says a lot of poachers prefer if the rhinos didn’t die.  T  /  F 

 

5. Dr Duan Biggs says people in Sydney, for example, would never contemplate harming protected 

wildlife such as koalas in order to make money.  T  /  F 

 

6. What does Dr Duan Biggs say is the main reason why people living in the Kruger National Park area 

poach rhino?  

a. Out of greed                

b. They are following their customs and traditions          

c. Because of financial necessity 

   

7. This year in South Africa, ... 

a. the number of rhinos being born is greater than the number poached.     

b. the number of rhinos being born is less than the number poached.     

c. the number of rhinos being born is equal to the number poached.     
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 project   indication   option  

 horrific   fascination   outweigh 

 severely   relatively   decline  

 stumble   extremely lucrative   sustain  

 manner   regulated   

 conservation   context   

 
1. A couple of decades ago, ..........................................................................................few people could afford a car in 

China and bikes were the most popular form of transport. Now in a city like Beijing there are an 
estimated 5 million registered cars on its roads and traffic congestion is widespread.  

2. Africa’s wildlife has always held a special ..........................................................................................for many people 
around the world. In some regions, it is the biggest tourist attraction and sustains many communities. 

3. After being shot by a hunter, the deer ..........................................................................................around for a few 
second before collapsing to the ground dead. 

4. After hearing ..........................................................................................details about how chickens and pigs and other 
animals are treated on large factory farms, the woman decided to become a vegetarian.  

5. After the bushfires, many native animals were brought to nearby animal shelters suffering from 
..........................................................................................dehydration. 

6. After years of overfishing and declining stocks, the country’s fishing industry was now tightly 
.........................................................................with only a limited number of commercial fishing licences available. 

7. Conservationists were alarmed by reports of a significant ..........................................................................................in 
the number of gorillas in one of only a few remaining habitats in the country. 

8. Even though there are big fines for getting caught smuggling protected animals out of Australia, the 
trade is so ..........................................................................................many people are still willing to take the risk. 

9. Greenpeace is one of the world’s largest and best known 
..........................................................................................groups. 

10. Most people are unaware of the cruel ..........................................................................................in which some of the 
animals we eat are raised and transported. 

11. Observers said there were positive ..........................................................................................that representatives of 
the 4 countries attending the wildlife conservation summit would agree to a ban on the sale of 
products made from endangered animals. 

12. People often wonder why someone would kill an endangered animal just for a meal. But they don’t 
always appreciate the ........................................................................................... The person could be unemployed 
with a family that is struggling to survive. 

13. Sea levels are ..........................................................................................to rise 60 centimetres by 2100 as a result of 
global warming. 

14. Some people think that spending huge amounts of money trying to protect certain species of animals 
can ..........................................................................................the benefits. They argue that it is normal for some 
animal species to become extinct over time and the money could be spent on more important things. 

15. The baby elephant had been severely injured by poachers and had no chance of survival. So the 
park rangers had no .............................................................but to shoot it in the head and put it out of its misery.  

16. We can help ..........................................................................................fish populations at healthy levels for years to 
come by choosing wisely which fish to eat and contacting lawmakers to make sure they support 
responsible policies. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 21 per cent in South Africa in 2014 – How much 

poaching increased by 
 Vietnam and China – Countries where there is a 

market for rhino horn 
 $60,000 per kilo – How much rhino horn can cost 
 49 so far this year – Number of rhinos that have 

been poached 

 South Africa 
 medicinal and in some cases aphrodisiacal 
 Cured him of cancer 
 T 
 F 
 Financial necessity 
 The number of rhinos being born is less than the 

number poached       
  
attraction, appeal, strong interest fascination (n) 
be greater than outweigh (v) 
become lower in amount or less in number decline (v) 
choice, alternative option (n) 
compared to others, quite, fairly relatively (adv) 
controlled by rules or laws regulated (adj) 
estimate, forecast project (v) 
profitable, producing a lot of wealth lucrative (adj) 
protection of animals, plants, and natural resources conservation (n) 
provide what is needed to exist, continue sustain (v) 
setting, environment context (n) 
sign, suggestion indication (n) 
stagger, walk in an awkward way stumble (v) 
terrible, shocking horrific (adj) 
very bad or serious severely (adv) 
way something is done or happens manner (n) 
 
1. A couple of decades ago, relatively few people could afford a car in China and bikes were the most popular 

form of transport. Now in a city like Beijing there are an estimated 5 million registered cars on its roads and 
traffic congestion is widespread. 

2. Africa’s wildlife has always held a special fascination for many people around the world. In some regions, it is 
the biggest tourist attraction and sustains many communities. 

3. After being shot by a hunter, the deer stumbled around for a few second before collapsing to the ground dead. 
4. After hearing horrific details about how chickens and pigs and other animals are treated on large factory 

farms, the woman decided to become a vegetarian.  
5. After the bushfires, many native animals were brought to nearby animal shelters suffering from 

severe dehydration. 
6. After years of overfishing and declining stocks, the country’s fishing industry was now tightly regulated with 

only a limited number of commercial fishing licences available. 
7. Conservationists were alarmed by reports of a significant decline in the number of gorillas in one of only a few 

remaining habitats in the country. 
8. Even though there are big fines for getting caught smuggling protected animals out of Australia, the trade is so 

lucrative many people are still willing to take the risk. 
9. Greenpeace is one of the world’s largest and best known conservation groups. 
10. Most people are unaware of the cruel manner in which some of the animals we eat are raised and transported. 
11. Observers said there were positive indications that representatives of the 4 countries attending the wildlife 

conservation summit would agree to a ban on the sale of products made from endangered animals. 
12. People often wonder why someone would kill an endangered animal just for a meal. But they don’t always 

appreciate the context. The person could be unemployed with a family that is struggling to survive. 
13. Sea levels are projected to rise 60 centimetres by 2100 as a result of global warming. 
14. Some people think that spending huge amounts of money trying to protect certain species of animals can 

outweigh the benefits. They argue that it is normal for some animal species to become extinct over time and 
the money could be spent on more important things. 

15. The baby elephant had been severely injured by poachers and had no chance of survival. So the park rangers 
had no option but to shoot it in the head and put it out of its misery.  

16. We can help sustain fish populations at healthy levels for years to come by choosing wisely which fish to eat 
and contacting lawmakers to make sure they support responsible policies. 

 
 


