
THE WORLD TODAY ACTIVITIES            Published by Grabaword.com on March 04, 2015          Page 1 / 6  

 
Text  2015 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 

Title: Indigenous doctors graduate in record numbers from University of New South Wales 

First Broadcast: 15 December, 2014 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:48 

Audio & Script: www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4148780.htm 

Summary: 
A record number of Indigenous doctors have just graduated from the University of New South 

Wales and many will soon begin working as interns at hospitals in their local communities. 

Related Stories: 
 http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/indigenous-doctors-graduate-from-unsw-an-opportunity-to-give-

back-to-the-community--indigenous-and-nonindigenous-20141215-1278g0.html 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 twice as likely (adv)  regional community (adj)  foundation (n) 

 end up (v)  internship (n)  night shift (n) 

 treat (v)  role model (n)  focus on (v) 

 step up (v)  study load (n)  increase dramatically (adv) 

 recruitment drive (n)  crucial (adj)  mentor (n) 

 quota (n)  scholarship (n)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? 
  
 

a period of time at a job in order to 

get experience 
 

a person who is admired and 

respected and others want to be like 
 

allocation, limit on the number or 

amount of something allowed 
 

an organization that people support 

with money so that it can do 

something good for society 

 

burden, laborious responsibility  

concentrate, direct your attention or 

effort  
 

considerably, significantly  

extremely important, vital  

finding people and getting them to 

join a company or other organization 
 

finish up  

increase, intensify  

money given by a school or an 

organization to a student to help the 

with their education and living 

expenses 

 

probable, to be expected  

rural, small town, country  

scheduled period of work time  

someone who teaches, helps and 

advises another person who is 

younger or less experienced  

 

to care for or deal with medically  
 

twice as likely (adv) 

end up (v) 

treat (v) 

step up (v) 

recruitment drive (n) 

quota (n) 

regional community (adj) 

internship (n) 

role model (n) 

study load (n) 

crucial (adj) 

scholarship (n) 

foundation (n) 

night shift (n) 

focus on (v) 

increase dramatically (adv) 

mentor (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Do you think medicine would be a difficult degree to complete? Why? 

 What is an internship? 

 Why do you think it is important for more Aboriginal people to be working in the health industry, 

especially in Aboriginal communities?  

 Murray Haar, one of the graduates and who is about to start an internship in a rural community, says 

medicine “is a career ... where you can really make a difference (and) be a role model to other 

Aboriginal kids”. What does she mean? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 

 

 

 

 

 

 Six Indigenous students –  

  

How many Indigenous students just graduated with a medicine degree at the University of New 

South Wales? 

 

 Six years  

 

How long ...............................................................................................................................? 

 

 49 students  

 

How many students .......................................................................................................................? 

 

 About 200 Indigenous doctors –  

 

How many ..................................................................................................................................? 
 
 
  
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your responses 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 

1. Indigenous Australians are more likely to be admitted to hospital than non-Indigenous Australians. 

True  /  False 

 

2. Jessica Wade, who is about to graduate as a doctor, plans to work in a hospital...  

a. in her own community.               b. in a regional community away from her home. 

 

3. Jessica thinks it important for Aboriginal people to be working in the health industry because you can 

help create for other Aboriginal people a ................................................................................................................. 

 

4. The University of New South Wales program for Indigenous students studying medicine has a strict 

quota. True  /  False 

 

5. What does Justine Brindle, who is the executive officer at UNSW's Rural Clinical School, say 

Indigenous doctors are able to do in Aboriginal communities?  

Build ................................................. 

 

6. What does Murray Haar say is the biggest challenge for medical students?  

a. The complexity of the subjects 

b. The lack of financial support 

c. The amount of study required 

 

7. What is very important, especially for those students who've moved away from their families? 

a. Financial support 

b. Emotional support 

c. Academic support 

 

8. Justine Brindle believes the number of Indigenous doctors working in Australia will ...  

a. increase slowly.                    b. rise very quickly.  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 
 likely   regional   foundation  

 end up   internship   shift  

 treat   role model   focus  

 step up   load   dramatically  

 recruitment   crucial   mentor  

 quota   scholarship   

 
1. After finishing his medical training, Tom did a 3 year ......................................................................................at a 

regional hospital. 
2. After seeing countless doctors about her skin condition and seeing no improvement, the woman 

ended up going to a traditional Chinese doctor. After only 6 weeks of 
......................................................................................, her skin was completely healthy. 

3. Because famous sports people are often idolized by young people, there is more pressure on them 
to act as a good .......................................................................................  

4. During their internship, it isn’t uncommon for doctors at hospital to work 16 hour 
......................................................................................with little or no sleep. 

5. Finding and retaining good employees is ......................................................................................to a company’s 
success. 

6. In the US, high school students who excel at sports like basketball and football are commonly offered 
...............................................................................from top universities, even if their academic results are average. 

7. Many young people who grow up in ......................................................................................towns end up moving to 
the city to study or work.  

8. Normally the company hired all its workers directly. But it was decided from now on to use a 
specialized ......................................................................................agency to hire senior managers. 

9. On his first day working at the hospital, Tom was introduced to a senior doctor who would be acting 
as his ......................................................................................for the next 12 months. 

10. Over the last 10 years, the number of unemployed young people had risen ......................................................, 
especially in regional towns, and was now a very serious social issue. 

11. The Bill and Melinda Gates ......................................................................................is dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for individuals around the world. 

12. The employee complained to his boss about his excessive work ................................................................................ 
and asked her if some tasks could be assigned to other team members.  

13. The student was so ......................................................................................on becoming a professional footballer 
that he began to lose interest in his studies and everything else outside of football. 

14. The university had a strict monthly ......................................................................................on internet downloads for 
all its students. If they exceeded the limit, their accounts would be frozen. 

15. The woman had planned to travel to England after her studies and work there. But she 
...................................................................................... in China after getting an unexpected job offer which turned 
out to be too good to refuse. 

16. Tom wasn’t sure exactly what he was going to study at uni. But it seemed more 
......................................................................................than not that he would follow the career path of both his 
parents and grandfather and study medicine.  

17. With a record number of unemployed youth, charity groups called on the government to 
......................................................................................efforts to create study and job opportunities for young people.  
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ANSWERS 
 
 How long ... do doctors have to study for at university? 
 How many students ... are enrolled in the program at the University of NSW? 
 How many ... Indigenous doctors working in Australia at the moment? 

 
1. T - twice as likely 
2. in her own community 

3. safe environment 
4. F 
5. trust 
6. The amount of study 

required 
7. Financial support 
8. rapidly increase 

  
a period of time at a job in order to get experience internship (n) 
a person who is admired and respected and others want to be like role model (n) 
allocation, limit on the number or amount of something allowed quota (n) 
an organization that people support with money so that it can do something 
good for society 

foundation (n) 

burden, laborious responsibility load (n) 
concentrate, direct your attention or effort  focus on (v) 
considerably, significantly dramatically (adv) 
extremely important, vital crucial (adj) 
finding people and getting them to join a company or other organization recruitment (n) 
finish up end up (v) 
increase, intensify step up (v) 
money given by a school or an organization to a student to help the with their 
education and living expenses 

scholarship (n) 

probable, to be expected likely (adv) 
rural, small town, country regional (adj) 
scheduled period of work time shift (n) 
someone who teaches, helps and advises another person who is younger or 
less experienced  

mentor (n) 

to care for or deal with medically treat (v) 
 
1. After finishing his medical training, Tom did a 3 year internship at a regional hospital. 
2. After seeing countless doctors about her skin condition and seeing no improvement, the woman ended up 

going to a traditional Chinese doctor. After only 6 weeks of treatment, her skin was completely healthy. 
3. Because famous sports people are often idolized by young people, there is more pressure on them to act as a 

good role model.  
4. During their internship, it isn’t uncommon for doctors at hospital to work 16 hour shifts with little or no sleep. 
5. Finding and retaining good employees is crucial to a company’s success. 
6. In the US, high school students who excel at sports like basketball and football are commonly offered 

scholarships from top universities, even if their academic results are average. 
7. Many young people who grow up in regional towns end up moving to the city to study or work.  
8. Normally the company hired all its workers directly. But it was decided from now on to use a specialized 

recruitment agency to hire senior managers. 
9. On his first day working at the hospital, Tom was introduced to a senior doctor who would be acting as his 

mentor for the next 12 months. 
10. Over the last 10 years, the number of unemployed young people had risen dramatically, especially in regional 

towns, and was now a very serious social issue. 
11. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is dedicated to improving the quality of life for individuals around the 

world. 
12. The employee complained to his boss about his excessive work load and asked her if some tasks could be 

assigned to other team members.  
13. The student was so focused on becoming a professional footballer that he began to lose interest in his studies 

and everything else outside of football. 
14. The university had a strict monthly quota on internet downloads for all its students. If they exceeded the limit, 

their accounts would be frozen. 
15. The woman had planned to travel to England after her studies and work there. But she ended up in China after 

getting an unexpected job offer which turned out to be too good to refuse. 
16. Tom wasn’t sure exactly what he was going to study at uni. But it seemed more likely than not that he would 

follow the career path of both his parents and grandfather and study medicine.  
17. With a record number of unemployed youth, charity groups called on the government to step up efforts to 

create study and job opportunities for young people.  


