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Summary: 

Dr Arthur Poropat from Griffith University's School of Applied Psychology has published a 

research paper looking at whether personality or intelligence is more important when it 

comes to academic success. 

Related Stories: 

 http://www.medicaldaily.com/student-success-better-predicted-personalities-intelligence-

why-being-smart-isnt-316228 

 http://www.theguardian.com/education/2011/feb/07/chinese-children-school-do-well  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 

 conscientious (adj)  aspect (n)  genuinely interested (adj) 

 biggest factor (n)  disciplined (adj)  approach (v) 

 critical ramification (adj)  emotionally stable (adj)  radical change (adj) 

 critical ramification (n)  engage with (v)  specifically (adj) 

 turn out (v)  productive (adj)  assess (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
  
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 

 

 

 

actual, real, not false  

careful about what you are doing 

and doing it correctly, thorough 

 

constructive, doing or achieving a 

lot, getting good results 

 

evaluate, judge, examine  

even, not easily changed or likely to 

change 

 

part of something, feature  

prove to be in the result  

result of an action or decision, 

consequence 

 

something that contributes to or 

influences the result of something 

 

specially, particularly  

tackle, attempt, deal with  

to hold the attention or interest of 

someone 

 

very important, crucial, significant  

very new and different    

well-organized, self-controlled  
 

conscientious (adj) 

biggest factor (n) 

critical ramification (adj) 

critical ramification (n) 

turn out (v) 

aspect (n) 

disciplined (adj) 

emotionally stable (adj) 

engage with (v) 

productive (adj) 

genuinely interested (adj) 

approach (v) 

radical change (adj) 

specifically (adj) 

assess (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 

 

 When it comes to education, what do you think is the biggest factor in determining success - 

personality or intelligence? 

 

 How might someone’s personality influence how well they do academically? What do the following 

mean and how might they impact on academic success? 

o Conscientiousness 

o Openness to experience 

o Emotional stability 

 

 Is this type of research important? 

 

 What difference can teachers make to how well someone performs academically? 

 

 How can parents help their children perform better in their studies? 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 

 

 Based on his research, Dr Arthur Poropat from Griffith's School of Applied Psychology argues that 

when it comes to academic success the most important thing is ...  

a. Personality.                    

b. Intelligence. 

 

 For his research, a person’s personality is rated by ...   

a. a psychologist.                    

b. someone who knows them well. 

 

 Dr Arthur Poropat will say his findings are ...   

a. a big change in psychological thinking 

b. not a major change in psychological thinking 

 

 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 

 

 

 

1. Dr Arthur Poropat, from Griffith's School of Applied Psychology, says that when it comes to academic 

success teachers are not important. True  /  False 

 

2. Dr Arthur Poropat says there is a lot of evidence showing you can change intelligence. True  /  False 

 

3. Dr Arthur Poropat says aspects of personality can be changed. True  /  False 

 

4. Dr Arthur Poropat says parents can help their children to be more focused on their education and 

more curious about the world. True  /  False 

 

5. Dr Arthur Poropat says making a subject like maths appear more interesting doesn’t make any 

difference to how well children do academically. True  /  False  

 

6. Dr Arthur Poropat says personality assessments were originally developed to assess how well you'll 

do academically. True  /  False 

 

7. Dr Arthur Poropat says people who succeed because they are intelligent will try even harder next 

time. True  /  False 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 conscientious   aspect genuinely  

 factor   disciplined approach  

 critical   stable radical  

 ramification   engage specifically  

 turn out   productive assess  
 
1. A large portion of the school’s budget was allocated ………………………….............................…for improving the 

music department, which included hiring a specialist teacher to establish and run a school orchestra.   
2. Although the student usually achieved very good grades, her teacher wrote on her end of year report 

that there were some …………………………….……………................................…of her performance that could be 
improved by being better organized in class and focussing more.  

3. Before students could join the school orchestra, the head music teacher would 
…………………………….……………................................…their practical and theoretical musical knowledge.  

4. Enhanced security management has become a …………………………….……………................................…part of 
airport operations right around the world. 

5. In the first year of high school, teachers initially thought the child was just an average student and not 
particularly intelligent. But it …………………………….……………................................…they were very wrong. The 
student ended up topping the class in all their final year subject exams. 

6. The employee always …………………………….……………................................…work tasks, no matter how 
challenging or boring, with a bright, enthusiastic and optimistic attitude.  

7. The school found that holding a camp with lots of activities at the beginning of term was the most 
…………………………….……...............…way for students to get to know each other and settle into high school. 

8. The school had made a …………………………….……………................................…change to its learning 
environment. For example, instead of individual classrooms, there was one open space for all 
classes in each year level. Also, students no longer had to wear a school uniform and they could call 
their teacher by their first name.  

9. The student was very …………………………….……………................................…and never had to be reminded by 
his parents to do his homework. Every day he would come home from school and after a quick snack 
do at least 2 hours homework and 30 minutes piano practice. 

10. The teacher had always been very nice to her students and never lost his temper, even when some 
students were being rude and misbehaving. So one day when she exploded in class and started 
shouting, she was …………………………….…………….......................…sorry for her outburst and later apologized.   

11. The teacher told the parents that their daughter was a very …………………………….……………...........................… 

student who always worked well in class and handed homework in on time. 
12. The teacher told the student that if he dropped out of school now, instead of completing his final high 

school exams, it could have serious …………………………….……………................................…for his future and 
career opportunities. 

13. The teachers attended a seminar to hear a psychologist discuss how critical it was for a child to be 
raised in a …………………………….……………................................…environment in order to succeed academically. 
She gave examples of parents who abused drugs or had mental health issues and the impact this 
had had on the child’s studies. 

14. When it comes to success in professional sports like tennis and golf, mental toughness can be a 
huge …………………………….……………................................…. 

15. When teaching some boring aspects of grammar, the teacher tried to …………………………….…................… 

students by using the lyrics from songs they liked as well as the dialogue from popular films.  
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ANSWERS (Answers can also be checked using the transcript) 
 
 Personality                    
 Someone who knows them well 
 They are a big change in psychological thinking 
 
1. F 
2. F 

3. T 
4. T 
5. F 
6. F 
7. F 

  
actual, real, not false genuinely  
careful about what you are doing and doing it correctly, thorough conscientious 
constructive, doing or achieving a lot, getting good results productive  
evaluate, judge, examine assess  
even, not easily changed or likely to change stable  
part of something, feature aspect  
prove to be in the result turn out  
result of an action or decision, consequence ramification  
something that contributes to or influences the result of something factor 
specially, particularly specifically  
tackle, attempt, deal with approach  
to hold the attention or interest of someone engage  
very important, crucial, significant critical  
very new and different   radical  
well-organized, self-controlled disciplined  
 
1. A large portion of the school’s budget was allocated specifically for improving the music department, 

which included hiring a specialist teacher to establish and run a school orchestra.   
2. Although the student usually achieved very good grades, her teacher wrote on her end of year report that 

there were some aspects of her performance that could be improved by being better organized in class 
and focussing more.  

3. Before students could join the school orchestra, the head music teacher would assess their practical and 
theoretical musical knowledge.  

4. Enhanced security management has become a critical part of airport operations right around the world. 
5. In the first year of high school, teachers initially thought the child was just an average student and not 

particularly intelligent. But it turned out they were very wrong. The student ended up topping the class in 
all their final year subject exams. 

6. The employee always approached work tasks, no matter how challenging or boring, with a bright, 
enthusiastic and optimistic attitude.  

7. The school found that holding a camp with lots of activities at the beginning of term was the most 
productive way for students to get to know each other and settle into high school. 

8. The school had made a radical change to its learning environment. For example, instead of individual 
classrooms, there was one open space for all classes in each year level. Also, students no longer had to 
wear a school uniform and they could call their teacher by their first name.  

9. The student was very disciplined and never had to be reminded by his parents to do his homework. 
Every day he would come home from school and after a quick snack do at least 2 hours homework and 
30 minutes piano practice. 

10. The teacher had always been very nice to her students and never lost his temper, even when some 
students were being rude and misbehaving. So one day when she exploded in class and started shouting, 
she was genuinely sorry for her outburst and later apologized.   

11. The teacher told the parents that their daughter was a very conscientious student who always worked 
well in class and handed homework in on time. 

12. The teacher told the student that if he dropped out of school now, instead of completing his final high 
school exams, it could have serious ramifications for his future and career opportunities. 

13. The teachers attended a seminar to hear a psychologist discuss how critical it was for a child to be raised 
in a stable environment in order to succeed academically. She gave examples of parents who abused 
drugs or had mental health issues and the impact this had had on the child’s studies. 

14. When it comes to success in professional sports like tennis and golf, mental toughness can be a huge 
factor. 

15. When teaching some boring aspects of grammar, the teacher tried to engage students by using the lyrics 
from songs they liked as well as the dialogue from popular films.  


