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Title: Indian Prime Minister vows to clean up rubbish and pollution in India 

Broadcast: 12th January, 2015 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:57 

Audio & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4160816.htm 

Summary: 
Narendra Modi has made bold pledge to clean up India's cities within four years. The 

question is how this is achievable given how polluted most of the cities are. 

Related Stories: 
 www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/02/modi-launches-indian-clean-up-campaign 

 www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-29739689 

 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 

 

 towering apartments (adj)  generate waste (v)  dignity (n) 

 item (n)  affluent society (adj)  key (n) 

 sift through (v)  informal (adj)  deal with (v) 

 rancid (adj)  sector (n)  prudent society (adj) 

 entire city (adj)  neglect (v)  

 reach capacity (n)  recognize (v)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? 
  

 
 

acknowledge, accept and approve of  

area of an economy  

go through something carefully  

ignore, disregard, overlook, fail to 

give attention to something 
 

manage, handle  

not official  

produce, create  

rich, wealthy  

rotten, having a very bad smell or 

taste 
 

solution, explanation  

thing  

very tall  

volume, the largest amount or 

number that can be held or supplied 
 

whole  

wise, sensible, having good 

judgment 
 

worthy of respect, respectability  
 

towering apartments (adj)

item (n) 

sift through (v) 

rancid (adj) 

entire city (adj) 

reach capacity (n) 

generate waste (v) 

affluent society (adj) 

informal (adj) 

sector (n) 

neglect (v) 

recognize (v) 

dignity (n) 

key (n) 

deal with (v) 

prudent society (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 

 Why do you think more and more waste is being generated in Indian cities? 

 How is the waste a city produces normally managed? 

 What can be done to reduce waste? What is a ‘waste prudent society’? 

 Do you think Narendra Modi will succeed in his quest to make all Indian cities clean by 2019? 

 India has a lot of ‘rag pickers’ - what is a rag picker? 

 Why do you think it is a dangerous job? 

 Sunita Narain, director of the Centre for Science and Environment in New Delhi, says that recycling 

is part of the informal sector which is run by rag-pickers and junk shop owners – what does she 

mean? Why is this a problem? 

 She says rag-pickers must be given more dignity in the work they do - what does she mean? How 

will this help? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Before watching the report, note down what you think the following figures from the report refer to 
 

 By 2019 

 

e.g. When does Narendra Modi say ... Indian cities will be clean by? 

  

 An estimated 300,000 in Delhi  

 

How many .................................................................................................................................................................................?  

 

 A few dollars a day  

 

How much ....................................................................................................................................................................................? 

 

 Three out of four of the city's rubbish dumps  

 

How many ... .................................................................................................................................................................................? 

 

 Only 15 per cent of household waste  

 

What proportion of household waste ......................................................................................................................? 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 

1. What does Ravi, one of Delhi’s rag pickers, find in the rubbish dump which can later be sold?  

.............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

2. As well as the risk of toxic chemicals, why is rag picking a dangerous job? 

a. Because of the risk of being robbed 

b. Because of the risk of being arrested 

c. Because of the risk of fires at night 

 

3. Sunita Narain, director of the Centre for Science and Environment in New Delhi, says India can 

afford to have a lot of waste but more needs to be recycled.  True  /  False 

 

4. Another solution she says is for more landfills to be constructed.  True  /  False 

 

5. Sunita Narain doesn’t think India’s streets can be cleaned up like they are in Australia.  True  /  False 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 
 towering   generate dignity  
 item   affluent key  
 sift   informal deal with  
 rancid   sector  prudent  
 entire   neglect  
 capacity   recognize  
 

1. A job can be very important for a person’s self-esteem. If somebody is long-term unemployed and 

cannot find a job, often they will feel a loss of ................................................................, especially if they have a 

family to take care of financially. 

2. After the New Year’s Eve party, the ................................................................park was covered with rubbish. It 

took dozens of workers the whole day to clean up. 

3. As people become more ................................................................, the amount of food they waste rises. For 

example, consumers in rich countries waste almost as much food as the entire net food production of 

sub-Saharan Africa. 

4. Countries need to work together to develop strategies to ................................................................climate 

change. 

5. Ebay has millions of ................................................................for sale but it is very easy to find what you want to 

buy. 

6. Many countries have set targets for how much electricity should be ................................................................from 

renewable energy sources such as wind and solar. 

7. One of the ................................................................to a successful relationship is good communication. 

8. Politicians were warned that more money needed to be invested to boost the 

................................................................of the city’s train network. Otherwise, trains would soon be so full that 

during peak hours thousands of passengers would be left stranded on platforms unable to board. 

9. Public transport experts said the city’s train system had been ................................................................by 

successive governments over the last 30 years and was in desperate need of an investment boost. 

10. The day before the management teams from both companies were due to meet to discuss a joint 

venture, the two CEOs held an ................................................................meeting over lunch where they mainly 

discussed non-business matters.  

11. The hotel was located close to the beach. But it was surrounded by so many 

................................................................buildings very few rooms had a clear view of the sea. 

12. The key to any company’s success is ................................................................decision making by senior 

managers.  

13. The renewable energy ................................................................has undergone substantial growth in Australia 

over the last decade. 

14. The woman couldn’t find her ring after she had taken it off while cooking. So she had to 

................................................................through all the rubbish to try and find it. 

15. While cleaning the kitchen of the restaurant she bought, the chef found some containers of 

................................................................food at the back of the large fridge which looked like they had been 

there for many months. 

16. While most developing countries ................................................................Palestine as a state, the US and most 

Western European countries don’t. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 How many ... rag pickers are there in Delhi?  
 How much ... money do rag pickers make? 
 How many ... of the city's rubbish dumps have 

reached capacity? 
 What proportion of household waste ... in 

India is recycled? 

1. old clothes, plastics, tin and iron materials 
2. Because of the risk of fires 
3. F 
4. F 
5. T 

  
acknowledge, accept and approve of recognize (v) 
area of an economy sector (n) 
go through something carefully sift through (v) 
ignore, disregard, overlook, fail to give attention to something neglect (v) 
manage, handle deal with (v) 
not official informal (adj) 
produce, create generate waste (v)

rich, wealthy affluent society (adj)

rotten, having a very bad smell or taste rancid (adj) 
solution, explanation key (n) 
thing item (n) 
very tall towering apartments (adj)

volume, the largest amount or number that can be held or supplied reach capacity (n) 
whole entire city (adj) 
wise, sensible, having good judgment prudent society (adj)

worthy of respect, respectability dignity (n) 
 
 
1. A job can be very important for a person’s self-esteem. If somebody is long-term unemployed and 

cannot find a job, often they will feel a loss of dignity, especially if they have a family to take care of 
financially. 

2. After the New Year’s Eve party, the entire park was covered with rubbish. It took dozens of workers 
the whole day to clean up. 

3. As people become more affluent, the amount of food they waste rises. For example, consumers in 
rich countries waste almost as much food as the entire net food production of sub-Saharan Africa. 

4. Countries need to work together to develop strategies to deal with climate change. 
5. Ebay has millions of items for sale but it is very easy to find what you want to buy. 
6. Many countries have set targets for how much electricity should be generated from renewable 

energy sources such as wind and solar. 
7. One of the keys to a successful relationship is good communication. 
8. Politicians were warned that more money needed to be invested to boost the capacity of the city’s 

train network. Otherwise, trains would soon be so full that during peak hours thousands of 
passengers would be left stranded on platforms unable to board. 

9. Public transport experts said the city’s train system had been neglected by successive governments 
over the last 30 years and was in desperate need of an investment boost. 

10. The day before the management teams from both companies were due to meet to discuss a joint 
venture, the two CEOs held an informal meeting over lunch where they mainly discussed non-
business matters.  

11. The hotel was located close to the beach. But it was surrounded by so many towering buildings very 
few rooms had a clear view of the sea. 

12. The key to any company’s success is prudent decision making by senior managers.  
13. The renewable energy sector has undergone substantial growth in Australia over the last decade. 
14. The woman couldn’t find her ring after she had taken it off while cooking. So she had to sift through 

all the rubbish to try and find it. 
15. While cleaning the kitchen of the restaurant she bought, the chef found some containers of rancid 

food at the back of the large fridge which looked like they had been there for many months. 
16. While most developing countries recognize Palestine as a state, the US and most Western 

European countries don’t. 


