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Title: 
A WWF report shows wildlife populations have experienced a significant decline since 

1970 

Broadcast: 30th September, 2014 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 4:59 

Audio & Script: 
www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4097276.htm 

Right click on the ‘Click To Play’ button to save the audio file 

Summary: 

WWF's Living Planet report was launched at the United Nations in Geneva recently 

and showed wildlife populations around the world have experienced a significant 

decline since 1970. 

Related Stories: www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/sep/29/earth-lost-50-wildlife-in-40-years-wwf 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which words don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 
 
 

 bleak (adv)     biodiversity (n)    unsustainable (adv) 

 decline (v)  maintain (v)  notable (adv) 

 alarming decline (adv)  index (n)    iconic species (adv) 

 state of our natural resources (n)    representative population (adv)  ranking (n)   

 consume resources (v)  marine species (adv)  conserve the environment (v) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? 
  
 
 
 

condition of something  

directory, guide  

disturbing, worrying  

drop, fall, decrease  

keep safe from being damaged or 

destroyed 
 

keep, continue having or doing  

not capable of continuing at the 

same rate or level 
 

not hopeful or encouraging, gloomy  

position, rating, place  

prominent, unusual enough to attract 

attention  
 

relating to the sea or the plants and 

animals that live in the sea 
 

the existence of a large range of 

plants and animals in an 

environment 

 

typical, including examples of the 

different types of things in a group 
 

use  

widely known or recognized  
 

bleak (adv)    

decline (v) 

alarming (adv) 

state (n)   

consume (v) 

biodiversity (n)   

maintain (v) 

index (n)   

representative (adv) 

marine (adv) 

unsustainable (adv)

notable (adv) 

iconic (adv) 

ranking (n)   

conserve (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 

 What is the WWF? 

 

 What is an ‘ecological footprint’? What is ‘biodiversity’? Is it important? 

 

 What are the basic animal groups? Mammals, …. 

  

 Why have the world’s wildlife populations declined? In which part of the world do you think they have 

declined the most? 

 

 We are consuming more of the world's natural renewable resources. Why? What impact will this 

have on biodiversity? 

 

 What is the world’s current population? Is this too large? 

 

 Dermot O'Gorman, the CEO of WWF Australia, says we need to be doing much more with much, 

much less – what does he mean? 

 

 
 
 
 
LISTENING 1 
 
 
Read through the questions and then listen to the report 
 
 

 According to the report, how much have the global wildlife populations of mammals, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians and fish declined by in the past 40 years? ………………………………………………..… 

 

 According to Dermot O'Gorman, the CEO of WWF Australia, how much of the world's natural 

renewable resources will we be consuming this year? ………………………………………………..…  worth 

 

 In which part of the world was the decline in global wildlife populations the greatest? 

………………………………………………..… 

 

 Dermot O'Gorman says compared to the previous one the latest report shows that the decline in 

vertebrate populations is …  

a. lower .                     b. higher.                     c. the same.          
 

 What is the world’s current population? ………………………………………………..… 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
Before listening to the report again, try to answers the following questions 
 
 

1. Global wildlife populations of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish declined by how much in 

Latin America? ………………………………………………..… 

 

2. Which category of vertebrate species has declined the most?  

 

A. Freshwater species                B. Marine species                 C. Land species 

 

3. What does Dermot O'Gorman think is the main cause of decline in the populations of vertebrate 

species?  

 

A. Disease and other natural causes                  B. Humans                  C. He isn’t sure 

 

4. If everyone in the world lived like Australia, we’d be consuming more, less or the same amount of the 

world's natural renewable resources each year? 

 

A. Less                          B. More                           C. The same 

 

5. Which animals in particular have suffered population decline in Australia?  

 

A. Small mammals                  B. Small reptiles                  C. Small amphibians 

 

6. In a comparison of the world’s largest consumers of natural renewable resources, Australia’s ranking 

this year has …  

 

A. Improved                   B. Become worse                   C. Stayed the same 

  

7. Which Australian farming industry does Dermot O'Gorman say is a positive example of how we can 

do more with much less? ………………………………………………..…………………………………………………. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

 bleak   biodiversity   unsustainable  

 decline   maintain   notable  

 alarming   index   iconic  

 state   representative   ranking  

 consume   marine   conserve  

 
1. The outlook for the economy was ………………………………………………..… with unemployment expected to 

rise to more than 20% and economic growth to fall by 5% over the next 2 years. 

2. As the price of oil has continued to rise, the number of cars with bigger engines has 

………………………………………………..…. This has had a positive impact on the environment. 

3. Police said there had been an ………………………………………………..… rise in the number of young people 

binge drinking. 

4. After years of heavy logging and the recent bushfires, the forest was in a very poor 

………………………………………………..… and in desperate need of regeneration. 

5. Australia is the driest populated continent in the world and yet the average water 

………………………………………………..… level is among the highest. 

6. It is now widely recognized by scientists that climate change and ………………………………………………..… are 

interconnected. 

7. The organization was founded with the goal of developing and ………………………………………………..… a 

database on rare, threatened and endangered species of the world’s plants and animals. 

8. The newspaper publishes a daily ………………………………………………..… of air quality. It tells people how 

clean or polluted the air is and what associated health effects might be a concern. 

9. At the meeting, the use of ………………………………………………..… species for conservation research and 

planning was discussed. 

10. The Great Barrier Reef ………………………………………………..… Park protects a large part of Australia's 

Great Barrier Reef from damaging activities. Fishing and the removal of coral and sea shells is 

strictly regulated. 

11. Many people believe that the current rate of world population growth is 

………………………………………………..…  and eventually we will run out of resources. 

12. At the conference, one of the world’s leading environmental scientists told the audience that 

Germany’s effort over the last decade to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by switching to 

renewable energy sources was ………………………………………………..… for just how much governments 

were capable of achieving if they introduce the right policies. 

13. The Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge are 2 of Australia’s most 

………………………………………………..… buildings. They are recognized all over the world. 

14. When it comes to ………………………………………………..… countries by their greenhouse gas emissions per 

capita, Australia does quite poorly.  

15. Biodiversity is the life support system of our planet so it is extremely important we …………………………..…  

it. 



THE WORLD TODAY ACTIVITIES            Published by Grabaword.com on November 12, 2014          Page 6 / 6  

 
Text  2014 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 
ANSWERS 
 

 More than half  
 1.5 planets 
 Latin America 
 higher  
 7 billion 

1. 83 per cent 
2. freshwater species 
3. Humans  
4. more (3.6 planets) 
5. small mammals 
6. Improved - seventh largest to the 13th largest consumer 
7. sugar farming 

  
condition of something state (n)   
directory, guide index (n)   
disturbing, worrying alarming (adv) 
drop, fall, decrease decline (v) 
keep safe from being damaged or destroyed conserve (v) 
keep, continue having or doing maintain (v) 
not capable of continuing at the same rate or level unsustainable (adv) 
not hopeful or encouraging, gloomy bleak (adv)    
position, rating, place ranking (n)   
prominent, unusual enough to attract attention  notable (adv) 
relating to the sea or the plants and animals that live in the sea marine (adv) 
the existence of a large range of plants and animals in an environment biodiversity (n)   
typical, including examples of the different types of things in a group representative (adv) 
use consume (v) 
widely known or recognized iconic (adv) 
 
1. The outlook for the economy was bleak with unemployment expected to rise to more than 20% and economic 

growth to fall by 5% over the next 2 years. 
2. As the price of oil has continued to rise, the number of cars with bigger engines has declined. This has had a 

positive impact on the environment. 
3. Police said there had been an alarming rise in the number of young people binge drinking. 
4. After years of heavy logging and the recent bushfires, the forest was in a very poor state and in desperate 

need of regeneration. 
5. Australia is the driest populated continent in the world and yet the average water consumption level is among 

the highest. 
6. It is now widely recognized by scientists that climate change and biodiversity are interconnected. 
7. The organization was founded with the goal of developing and maintaining a database on rare, threatened 

and endangered species of the world’s plants and animals. 
8. The newspaper publishes a daily index of air quality. It tells people how clean or polluted the air is and what 

associated health effects might be a concern. 
9. At the meeting, the use of representative species for conservation research and planning was discussed. 
10. The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park protects a large part of Australia's Great Barrier Reef from damaging 

activities. Fishing and the removal of coral and sea shells is strictly regulated. 
11. Many people believe that the current rate of world population growth is unsustainable and eventually we will 

run out of resources. 
12. At the conference, one of the world’s leading environmental scientists told the audience that Germany’s effort 

over the last decade to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by switching to renewable energy sources was 
notable for just how much governments were capable of achieving if they introduce the right policies. 

13. The Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge are 2 of Australia’s most iconic buildings. They are recognized 
all over the world. 

14. When it comes to ranking countries by their greenhouse gas emissions per capita, Australia does quite poorly.  
15. Biodiversity is the life support system of our planet so it is extremely important we conserve it. 
 
  


