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Title: 
Scientists warn of a 'new world order' as Chinese per person emissions overtake 

Europe's 

Broadcast: 5th August, 2014 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:54 

Audio & Script: 
http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4092161.htm  

Right click on the ‘Click To Play’ button to save the audio file 

Summary: 
A group of scientists say emissions from fossil fuels are the highest on record and they're 
continuing to rise. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or are unsure what they 
meaning? 
 

 emissions tally (n)  major implication (n)  private sector (n) 

 sobering (adj)  entire (adj)  analysis (n) 

 international collaboration (n)  equivalent (n)  energy source (n) 

 project (v)  dramatic (adj)  expanding economy (adj) 

 a simple divide (n)  mitigation (n)  

 per capita (adj)  peak demand (adj)  
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? 
 
 
 

a recorded count   

at the highest point or level  

attracting attention or notice, striking  

becoming bigger, growing  

careful study of something, 

examination 

 

each person  

forecast, predict  

having the same value, amount, etc.  

making someone give serious 

thought to something  

 

making something less severe, 

harmful, lessening 

 

part, area  

possible future effect or result  

split, gap, separation  

supply, something that provides 

what is wanted or needed 

 

whole, complete  

working jointly with others or 

together in order to achieve or do 

something, cooperation 

 

 

emissions tally (n) 

sobering (adj) 

international collaboration (n) 

project (v) 

a simple divide (n) 

per capita (adj) 

major implication (n) 

entire (adj) 

equivalent (n) 

dramatic (adj) 

mitigation (n) 

peak demand (adj) 

private sector (n) 

analysis (n) 

energy source (n) 

expanding economy (adj)
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Why are global emissions from fossil fuels still rising despite so much talk about how disastrous this 

could be in the future? What are the implications of this? 

 

 Which countries are the world’s biggest greenhouse gas emitters? 

 

 Why have China's per capita emissions in particular increased a lot over recent years do you think? 
Why will this have “major implications for global carbon politics”? 

 

 What do you think can be done about this issue? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
  

 According to the Global Carbon Project, CO2 emissions rose by how much in 2013?  

More than …………………………………………….…… 

 

 China's per capita emissions are now greater than the emissions per person in Europe.  T  /  F 

 

 Which country was the biggest greenhouse gas emitter a decade ago? 

……………………………….……………………………….…… 

 

 According to Dr Pep Canadell, executive director of the Global Carbon Project, China has an 

opportunity to limit emissions from which energy source? …………………………………………….……  

 

 Australia has low CO2 emissions per person compared to other countries.  T  /  F 

 
 
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 

1. China's per capita emissions have never before been greater than Europe’s.  T  /  F 

 

2. According to the Global Carbon Project, CO2 emissions from fossil fuels are forecast to … 

a. fall.                 b. keep increasing. 

 

3. As a country, China now emits more CO2 gases than …  

a. Europe                b. The US               c. The US and Europe combined 

 

4. What does Greg Evans, from the Minerals Council of Australia, think will be the major energy source 

for electricity generation over the next 2 decades?   

a. Nuclear energy                    b. Renewable energy                  C. Coal 

 

5. What does Greg Evans think about the comparisons made by the Global Carbon Project in terms of 

emissions from China and other countries? 

A. They are very important and should be looked at very carefully.  

B. They are not a big cause for concern 

 

6. Australia's per capita CO2 emissions are ………………………………………….………………… Chinese levels.  

 

 
 
 
If you have a copy of the transcript, read through to check your answers 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 
 tally  implication  sector 

 sobering  entire  analysis 

 collaboration  equivalent  source 

 project  dramatic  expanding  

 divide  mitigation  

 per capita  peak   

 
1. According to computer …………………………………………….……of the savage heat waves that struck Australia 

last year, scientists from 5 different research organizations concluded that the weather event was 
almost certainly a direct consequence of greenhouse gases released by human activity. 

2. According to figures from the International Monetary Fund, Qatar’s …………………………………………….…… 

annual income of almost $100 thousand is the highest in the world. 
3. Although there has been a remarkable decline in poverty rates in all the world’s developing regions, 

there is still a big …………………………………………….……between the richest countries and the poorest with 
1.2 billion people still living in extreme poverty.   

4. At the 2012 Olympic Games, the US topped the medal …………………………………………….……with 46 gold, 
29 silver and 29 bronze. China was second. 

5. Emergency services urged residents in flooded areas to evacuate immediately. They said more rain 
was expected over the next few days and flood waters had not yet reached their …………………………… 

6. Global surface air temperatures are …………………………………………….……to increase by 0.2°C per decade. 
7. If sea levels rise between 50 cm and 90 cm over the next 100 years as projected, 

…………………………………………….……cities and even countries might become uninhabitable. 
8. In 2013, the electricity generated by wind energy in the U.S. avoided over 96 million metric tons of 

carbon dioxide emissions. This is the …………………………………………….……of taking over 16 million cars off 
the road.   

9. In international public opinion surveys there is strong support for promoting renewable energy 
…………………………………………….……such as solar power and wind power. 

10. Police said the deaths of 7 young people in a car accident was a …………………………………………….…… 

reminder that drivers needed to take extra care on the roads.  
11. The environmental activist said that …………………………………………….……between the world’s biggest 

polluters was essential for tackling climate change, but initiatives by individual countries were also 
important.    

12. The government announced its carbon trading scheme would be …………………………………………….……to 
cover all sectors of the economy. Global carbon trading schemes are now worth around $60 billion 
per year and are seen by many experts as the most efficient means for mitigating climate change. 

13. The government said it was currently developing strategies to …………………………………………….……and 
adapt to climate change, especially in coastal areas. This includes setting targets for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and improving flood protection for vulnerable communities. 

14. The number of people living on less than $1.25 per day has decreased 
…………………………………………….……in the past three decades, from half the citizens in the developing 
world in 1981 to 21 percent in 2010. 

15. The public …………………………………………….……is the part of the economy concerned with providing 
various government services. 

16. Whatever the causes and projected temperature rises, the …………………………………………….……of global 
warming are very serious, especially for people living in coastal areas. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 two per cent 
 T 
 the US 
 coal 
 F 

1. T 
2. keep increasing 
3. The US and Europe combined 
4. Coal 
5. They are not a big cause for concern 
6. double 

  
a recorded count  tally 
at the highest point or level peak 
attracting attention or notice, striking dramatic 
becoming bigger, growing expanding 
careful study of something, examination analysis 
each person per capita 
forecast, predict project 
having the same value, amount, etc. equivalent 
making someone give serious thought to something  sobering 
making something less severe, harmful, lessening mitigation 
part, area sector 
possible future effect or result implication 
split, gap, separation divide 
supply, something that provides what is wanted or needed source 
whole, complete entire 
working jointly with others or together in order to achieve or do something, cooperation collaboration 
 
1. According to computer analysis of the savage heat waves that struck Australia last year, scientists from 5 

different research organizations concluded that the weather event was almost certainly a direct consequence of 
greenhouse gases released by human activity. 

2. According to figures from the International Monetary Fund, Qatar’s per capita annual income of almost $100 
thousand is the highest in the world. 

3. Although there has been a remarkable decline in poverty rates in all the world’s developing regions, there is still 
a big divide between the richest countries and the poorest with 1.2 billion people still living in extreme poverty.   

4. At the 2012 Olympic Games, the US topped the medal tally with 46 gold, 29 silver and 29 bronze. China was 
second. 

5. Emergency services urged residents in flooded areas to evacuate immediately. They said more rain was 
expected over the next few days and flood waters had not yet reached their peak.   

6. Global surface air temperatures are projected to increase by 0.2°C per decade. 
7. If sea levels rise between 50 cm and 90 cm over the next 100 years as projected, entire cities and even 

countries might become uninhabitable. 
8. In 2013, the electricity generated by wind energy in the U.S. avoided over 96 million metric tons of carbon 

dioxide emissions. This is the equivalent of taking over 16 million cars off the road.   
9. In international public opinion surveys there is strong support for promoting renewable energy sources such as 

solar power and wind power. 
10. Police said the deaths of 7 young people in a car accident was a sobering reminder that drivers needed to 

take extra care on the roads.  
11. The environmental activist said that collaboration between the world’s biggest polluters was essential for 

tackling climate change, but initiatives by individual countries were also important.    
12. The government announced its carbon trading scheme would be expanded to cover all sectors of the 

economy. Global carbon trading schemes are now worth around $60 billion per year and are seen by many 
experts as the most efficient means for mitigating climate change. 

13. The government said it was currently developing strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate change, especially 
in coastal areas. This includes setting targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and improving flood 
protection for vulnerable communities. 

14. The number of people living on less than $1.25 per day has decreased dramatically in the past three decades, 
from half the citizens in the developing world in 1981 to 21 percent in 2010. 

15. The public sector is the part of the economy concerned with providing various government services. 
16. Whatever the causes and projected temperature rises, the implications of global warming are very serious, 

especially for people living in coastal areas. 
 


