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Title: Internet companies battle for dominance in China's booming dot-com scene 
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Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:34 

Audio & Script: 

http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4112179.htm 

 

Right click on the ‘Click To Play’ button to save the audio file 

Summary: 

According to a Chinese luxury magazine article, Jack Ma is now China’s wealthiest 
individual with other technology entrepreneurs dominating the country’s rich list. In this 
report from China, we hear from one entrepreneur about how difficult it is to crack the 
Chinese dot-com scene.   

Related Stories: 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/03/chinese-technology-companies-huawei-

dominate-world 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or you are unsure what 
they mean? 
 

 

 dominate  (v)  recruit people (v)  speculation (n) 

 technology entrepreneur (n)  barrier to entry (n)  seal a deal  (v) 

 crack the dot-com scene  (v)  global distribution (n)  solid foundation (n) 

 booming (adj)  fierce competition (adj)  transform a business  (v) 

 desperate (adj)  vie for funding  (v)  vibrant tech scene (adj) 

 lucrative business (adj)  generate a return  (v)  exuberance (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? 
  
 

a person who risks money to start a  

business, businessperson 
 

alter, change completely and 

normally in a positive way 
 

basis, something that provides 

support 
 

break through, break into  

compete  

confirm, finalize  

eager, determined  

find suitable people to employ in a 

company or other organization 
 

growing or expanding very quickly  

ideas or guesses about something 

that is not yet known 
 

lead, stand out, be much more 

powerful or successful than others  
 

liveliness, excitement, energy  

lively, having or showing a lot of 

activity and energy 
 

obstacle, difficulty, something that 

blocks 
 

profitable, producing a lot of money  

the delivery of something  

very strong or intense  
 

dominate  (v) 

entrepreneur (n) 

crack (v) 

booming (adj) 

desperate (adj) 

lucrative (adj) 

recruit (v) 

barrier (n) 

distribution (n) 

fierce (adj) 

vie (v) 

speculation (n) 

seal (v) 

foundation (n) 

transform (v) 

vibrant (adj) 

exuberance (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  

 Who is Jack Ma? Have you heard of him? 

 Why do you think tech businesses are booming, especially in China?  

 Andy Mok, who recruits people to work in the Chinese dot-com sector, says the barriers to entry are 

much lower than before. What does he mean? How is it easier now to start up a dot-com business? 

How have smartphones changed things? 

 Some people fear there may be a ‘tech bubble’. What is this? 

 What is a venture capitalist firm? 

 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
  

The following statistics relate to China – what do you think they refer to exactly? 
  
 

 4 of the world's 10 largest internet companies 

 

 

 

 More than half a billion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 

1. Sun Hao is the founder of a company called Daojia – what service does the business provide? 

………………………………………………………………….………………………. 

 

2. How old is his company? ……………………………………………………… 

 

3. The company hasn’t grown much since it started.  True or False? 

 

4. Sun Hao’s company provides the service to families in which Chinese city? …………………………… 

 

5. Traditionally, the richest companies were in which industry?  

A. Agriculture                 

B. Real estate             

C. Mining 

 

6. According to Andy Mok, the barriers to entry to in the dot-com sector are much lower thanks to the 

emergence of what?  

A. Apps                        

B. Lower government taxes                    

C. A greater pool of IT workers 

 

7. Start-up companies are now raising …  

a. a lot less more money than they did previously.   

b. the same amount of money as they did previously.      

c. a lot more money than they did previously. 

 

8. Sun Hao believes that in the Chinese dot-com industry …  

a. there is no bubble. 

b. some bubble has developed but it’s not a big worry.  

c. a big bubble has developed and it is very alarming.  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 
 dominate  recruit   speculation 

 entrepreneur  barrier   seal  

 crack   distribution foundations 

 booming  fierce   transform  

 desperate  vie   vibrant  

 lucrative   generate exuberance 
 
1. A company like Coca-Cola dominates the global beverage market because of its huge 

……………………………………………………network. It is able to produce and deliver products to just about 
every town and city on Earth. 

2. After ……………………………………………………a deal to work together on a joint venture, the two 
entrepreneurs and their management team went to an expensive restaurant for a celebratory dinner.  

3. Although there had been a sharp rise in unemployment over the last 12 months, the prime minister 
said the ……………………………………………………for future job growth were strong, especially in IT industry. 

4. Because it is a potentially lucrative career, the competition to study medicine at university is quite 
……………………………………………………and normally only students who are in the top one or two percent in 
their end of year high school exams are offered a place.  

5. Because of the company’s poor performance over recent years, there was a lot of 
……………………………………………………among market observers that the CEO would soon be sacked. 

6. Hong Kong is well known for its ……………………………………………………street life, such as the outdoor food 
markets which stay open until late at night. 

7. Hundreds of customers lined up outside the Apple store overnight, all of them 
……………………………………………………to get their hands on the new iPhone model which was due to go on 
sale for the first time the next morning.  

8. Observers said that for China to fulfil its pledge to cut greenhouse gas emissions, the government 
would need to ……………………………………………………a booming economy that is still dominated by 
polluting industries such as steel production and manufacturing. 

9. Richard Branson, who started the Virgin Company, is one of the world’s best known ………………………… 
10. The CEO said the electronic games market was ……………………………………………………and the company 

could expect rapid growth domestically and internationally.  
11. The company generally preferred to recruit younger workers. Even though they might lack 

experience, it was thought that they made up for it with their youthful 
…………………………………………………… and willingness to learn.  

12. The global smart phone market used to be ……………………………………………………by Apple and Samsung. 
But an increasing number of other companies are wining market share, especially in the lower priced 
smart phone categories. 

13. The government announced it would ……………………………………………………an additional 100 specialist IT 
investigators to help tackle cybercrime.  

14. The singer was very successful in her home country and had sold millions of copies of albums. But 
even after several national tours and favourable reviews, she had been unable to 
……………………………………………………the lucrative US market.  

15. The two leaders said they would be discussing ways to remove trade and investment 
……………………………………………… between their respective countries in order to boost economic growth. 

16. Three of the country’s biggest IT companies were ……………………………………………………to win a lucrative 
government contract to install computers in all government offices. 

17. Working in the IT industry, especially for Silicon Valley companies like Google and Facebook, can 
potentially be very ……………………………………………………. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 Now located in China 
 Number of mobile phone users in China 
1. You can order dinner from restaurants 
2. 4 years old 
3. False 

4. Beijing 
5. Real estate             
6. Apps                        
7. a lot more money than they did previously 
8. some bubble has developed but it’s not a big worry 

  
a person who risks money to start a  business, businessperson entrepreneur (n) 
alter, change completely and normally in a positive way transform (v) 
basis, something that provides support foundation (n) 
break through, break into crack (v) 
compete vie (v) 
confirm, finalize seal (v) 
eager, determined desperate (adj) 
find suitable people to employ in a company or other organization recruit (v) 
growing or expanding very quickly booming (adj) 
ideas or guesses about something that is not yet known speculation (n) 
lead, stand out, be much more powerful or successful than others  dominate  (v) 
liveliness, excitement, energy exuberance (n) 
lively, having or showing a lot of activity and energy vibrant (adj) 
obstacle, difficulty, something that blocks barrier (n) 
profitable, producing a lot of money lucrative (adj) 
the delivery of something distribution (n) 
very strong or intense fierce (adj) 
 
1. A company like Coca-Cola dominates the global beverage market because of its huge distribution network. It 

is able to produce and deliver products to just about every town and city on Earth. 
2. After sealing a deal to work together on a joint venture, the two entrepreneurs and their management team 

went to an expensive restaurant for a celebratory dinner.  
3. Although there had been a sharp rise in unemployment over the last 12 months, the prime minister said the 

foundations for future job growth were strong, especially in IT industry. 
4. Because it is a potentially lucrative career, the competition to study medicine at university is quite fierce and 

normally only students who are in the top one or two percent in their end of year high school exams are offered 
a place.  

5. Because of the company’s poor performance over recent years, there was a lot of speculation among market 
observers that the CEO would soon be sacked. 

6. Hong Kong is well known for its vibrant street life, such as the outdoor food markets which stay open until late 
at night. 

7. Hundreds of customers lined up outside the Apple store overnight, all of them desperate to get their hands on 
the new iPhone model which was due to go on sale for the first time the next morning.  

8. Observers said that for China to fulfil its pledge to cut greenhouse gas emissions, the government would need 
to transform a booming economy that is still dominated by polluting industries such as steel production and 
manufacturing. 

9. Richard Branson, who started the Virgin Company, is one of the world’s best known entrepreneurs. 
10. The CEO said the electronic games market was booming and the company could expect rapid growth 

domestically and internationally.  
11. The company generally preferred to recruit younger workers. Even though they might lack experience, it was 

thought that they made up for it with their youthful exuberance and willingness to learn.  
12. The global smart phone market used to be dominated by Apple and Samsung. But an increasing number of 

other companies are wining market share, especially in the lower priced smart phone categories. 
13. The government announced it would recruit an additional 100 specialist IT investigators to help tackle 

cybercrime.  
14. The singer was very successful in her home country and had sold millions of copies of albums. But even after 

several national tours and favourable reviews, she had been unable to crack the lucrative US market.  
15. The two leaders said they would be discussing ways to remove trade and investment barriers between their 

respective countries in order to boost economic growth. 
16. Three of the country’s biggest IT companies were vying to win a lucrative government contract to install 

computers in all government offices. 
17. Working in the IT industry, especially for Silicon Valley companies like Google and Facebook, can potentially 

be very lucrative. 


