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Title: Beijing may strengthen indoor smoking ban 

Broadcast: 15th September, 2014 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:40 

Audio & Script: 
www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4087663.htm 

Right click on the ‘Click To Play’ button to save the audio file 

Summary: 
With smoking taking an increasingly heavy toll on people’s health, the country’s capital is 

considering introducing tougher anti-smoking laws. 

Related Stories: 

 www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2014-04/25/content_17466892.htm 

 www.ibtimes.com/china-considers-nationwide-public-smoking-ban-despite-

dependence-tobacco-industry-1507298  

 www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoking_in_China  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or are unsure what they 
mean? 
 

 enforce a ban (v)  ensure (v)  huge toll (n) 

 implement a ban (v)  section (n)  oversee (v) 

 comprehensive ban (adj)  extend (v)  pioneering (adj) 

 along a corridor (n)  apply to (v)  conflict of interest (n) 

 alternative (n)  initiative (n)  crackdown (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
  
 
 

an area that is part of a bigger place  

another possibility, something that 

can be chosen instead of something 

else 

 

apply, make sure people do what is 

required 

 

be relevant to, affect  

complete, including most or all 

things 

 

cost in life or health  

difference that prevents agreement, 

clash 

 

done for the first time using new 

methods or ideas, ground breaking 

 

expand, broaden  

make sure  

manage, supervise, direct  

passage inside a building, hallway  

plan, scheme or program designed 

to solve a problem 

 

put into action, to make active or 

effective 

 

strong measure to restrict or 

discourage undesirable or illegal 

behavior  

 

 

enforce (v) 

implement (v) 

comprehensive (adj) 

corridor (n) 

alternative (n) 

ensure (v) 

section (n) 

extend (v) 

apply (v)  

initiative (n) 

toll (n)

oversee (v) 

pioneering (adj) 

conflict of interest (n) 

crackdown (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 

 

 Why do you think Beijing is thinking about strengthening its ban on smoking indoors? Why are anti-

smoking laws in China not as tough as many other countries? 

 Why might owners of bars be reluctant to enforce the bans? 

 What alternatives might bar owners offer customers who want to smoke? 

 Australia was the first country to implement plain packaging laws for tobacco products – how does 

this law work? Is it a good idea? 

 The government authority responsible for tobacco control also oversees the country's largest maker 

of tobacco products – this type of relationship is often referred to as a ‘conflict of ……………………………..’ 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
  

 What do you think the following figures mentioned in the report refer to?  

 

One million people in China each year –  

 

300 million –  

 

 Why did bar owner Mr Wang give up trying to enforce a smoking ban three years ago? 

……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 

 

 China doesn’t have any laws restricting tobacco advertising on television, radio and magazines.  

  

True or false? 
 
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 

1. By 2050, the number of people in China who die of tobacco-related illnesses is expected to increase 

by how much if more isn't done to cut smoking rates? ……………………………..……………………………..… 

 

2. From next year, what might happen to business owners in China who don’t enforce the bans? 

……………………………..……………………………..………………………………..……………………………..… 

 

3. The ban will include smoking along corridors and inside ……………………………..……………………………..… 

 

4. Which statement is correct? 

a. China is the world's biggest consumer of tobacco 

b. China is the world's biggest producer of tobacco 

c. China is the world's biggest consumer and producer of tobacco 

 

5. Among men, lung cancer is the most frequent type of cancer.  T  /  F 

 

6. According to Angela Pratt, who heads the World Health Organization's Tobacco Free Initiative in 

China, what would be worse for a person’s health? 

A. Being outside in Beijing on the most heavily polluted day 

B. Being inside a room full of smokers 

 

7. She says plain packaging laws for tobacco products in China will probably be brought in soon as 

well.  T  /  F 

 

8. What does she say is one of the problems with the current tobacco advertising laws and why they 

need to be changed? ……………………………..……………………………..………………………………..…………………………… 

 

9. Mr Wang thinks cigarettes are harmful for a person’s health.  T  /  F 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE WORLD TODAY ACTIVITIES            Published by Grabaword.com on November 05, 2014          Page 5 / 6 

 
Text  2014 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 enforce   ensure  toll 

 implement   section  oversee 

 comprehensive   extend  pioneering 

 corridor  apply  conflict 

 alternative  initiative  crackdown 
 

1. A new health and safety officer was appointed by the company to …………………………….……………………a 

new initiative to improve the general health of workers and reduce the number of workplace 

accidents. 

2. A three month trial of the new software would only be conducted in the marketing section of the 

company. If successful, the trial would be …………………………….……………………to cover other departments 

as well. 

3. An advisor appointed to the government to oversee its new anti-smoking laws was said to have a 

conflict of …………………………….……………………because he once headed a research department which 

had received millions of dollars in funding from tobacco companies. 

4. As part of a …………………………….……………………on shops selling tobacco to children, new laws were 

introduced which increased fines from $1000 to $10,000 for anyone caught selling cigarettes to 

people under the age of 18. 

5. Before a complete ban on smoking was introduced, most commercial airlines had divided economy 

class on planes into 2 …………………………….……………………; one for smokers and the other for non-

smokers. 

6. Electronic cigarettes are quickly becoming a popular …………………………….……………………to smoking 

tobacco, especially in places where smoking is banned such as pubs. 

7. Even though you could be fined for dropping cigarette butts in the street, police rarely 

…………………………….……………………the law. They would normally just warn them not to do it again. 

8. Steve Jobs, Apple’s co-founder, is recognized as being one of personal computing's greatest 

…………………………….……………………who sparked a revolution in the technology industry. 

9. The company held a special meeting for all its employees to …………………………….…………………… 

everyone was aware of the new workplace smoking ban. 

10. The company …………………………….…………………… a smoke-free workplace which included all indoor 

spaces and outdoor areas surrounding the building.  

11. The company provided all new employees with a …………………………….…………………… guide to 

understanding and preventing work place bullying. 

12. The employee was given an official warning after she was seen smoking in the 

…………………………….…………………… leading to the toilets. 

13. The government’s new anti-drug …………………………….……………………was launched in high schools to 

educate children about the harmful effects of drugs, including tobacco and alcohol. 

14. The new anti-smoking laws banned smoking in all public bars and restaurants. But there was one 

controversial exception. The rules would not …………………………….……………………to the city’s casino. 

15. Thirty years of heavy smoking had finally taken its …………………………….…………………… on the man’s 

health. He was diagnosed with lung cancer and only had months to live.  
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ANSWERS 
 
  
Number of people who die of 
tobacco-related illnesses 
Number of smokers in China 
 
 It was bad for business 
 False 
 
 

1. triple 
2. may be forced to pay a fine 
3. elevators 
4. China is the world's biggest consumer and producer of tobacco 
5. True  
6. Being inside a room full of smokers 
7. F 
8. not well enforced 
9. T 

  
an area that is part of a bigger place section 
another possibility, something that can be chosen instead of something else alternative 
apply, make sure people do what is required enforce 
be relevant to, affect apply 
complete, including most or all things comprehensive 
cost in life or health toll 
difference that prevents agreement, clash conflict 
done for the first time using new methods or ideas, ground breaking pioneering 
expand, broaden extend 
make sure ensure 
manage, supervise, direct oversee 
passage inside a building, hallway corridor 
plan, scheme or program designed to solve a problem initiative 
put into action, to make active or effective implement 
strong measure to restrict or discourage undesirable or illegal behavior  crackdown 
 
1. A new health and safety officer was appointed by the company to oversee a new initiative to improve the 

general health of workers and reduce the number of workplace accidents. 
2. A three month trial of the new software would only be conducted in the marketing section of the company. 

If successful, the trial would be extended to cover other departments as well. 
3. An advisor appointed to the government to oversee its new anti-smoking laws was said to have a conflict 

of interest because he once headed a research department which had received millions of dollars in 
funding from tobacco companies. 

4. As part of a crackdown on shops selling tobacco to children, new laws were introduced which increased 
fines from $1000 to $10,000 for anyone caught selling cigarettes to people under the age of 18. 

5. Before a complete ban on smoking was introduced, most commercial airlines had divided economy class 
on planes into 2 sections; one for smokers and the other for non-smokers. 

6. Electronic cigarettes are quickly becoming a popular alternative to smoking tobacco, especially in places 
where smoking is banned such as pubs. 

7. Even though you could be fined for dropping cigarette butts in the street, police rarely enforced the law. 
They would normally just warn them not to do it again. 

8. Steve Jobs, Apple’s co-founder, is recognized as being one of personal computing's greatest pioneers 
who sparked a revolution in the technology industry. 

9. The company held a special meeting for all its employees to ensure everyone was aware of the new 
workplace smoking ban. 

10. The company implemented a smoke-free workplace which included all indoor spaces and outdoor areas 
surrounding the building.  

11. The company provided all new employees with a comprehensive guide to understanding and preventing 
work place bullying. 

12. The employee was given an official warning after she was seen smoking in the corridor leading to the 
toilets. 

13. The government’s new anti-drug initiative was launched in high schools to educate children about the 
harmful effects of drugs, including tobacco and alcohol. 

14. The new anti-smoking laws banned smoking in all public bars and restaurants. But there was one 
controversial exception. The rules would not apply to the city’s casino. 

15. Thirty years of heavy smoking had finally taken its toll on the man’s health. He was diagnosed with lung 
cancer and only had months to live.  


