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Summary: 
At a time when the Australian federal government is planning to introduce reforms to the 

country’s tertiary sector, including deregulation of fees, the latest World University Rankings 

from The Times shows that more Australian universities are now ranked in the world's top 200. 

Related Stories: 

 www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-02/australian-universities-rise-in-world-

rankings/5783962 

 www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2014/oct/02/deregulation-could-threaten-

standing-of-australian-universities-in-rankings 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - which ones don't you know or are unsure what they 
meaning? 
 
 

 offset a loss (v)  reform (n)  flexible education (adj) 

 elite uni (adj)  polarisation between (n)  diverse (adj) 

 institution (n)  delicate balancing act (adj)  dismiss warnings (v) 

 authoritative ranking (adj)  sustain (v)  decline (v) 

 glowing praise (n)  deregulation (n)  strong correlation (n) 

 propose (v)  agenda (n)  able to function (n) 
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DEFINITION MATCH 
 
Can you match the words with their correct definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure 
  
 

able to change or to do different 

things, adaptable 

 

action or plan that is supposed to 

improve something 

 

association, link, relationship 

between things that happen or 

change together 

 

best, leading, top  

cancel or reduce the effect of 

something, balance 

 

deteriorate, become worse in 

condition or quality 

 

division, divergence  

established organization  

expression of approval, compliment 

the good qualities someone or 

something 

 

maintain, manage to keep going with  

perform, work  

plan or goal, program, scheme  

plan, intend  

reject  

reliable, having or showing deep 

knowledge about a subject 

 

removal of restrictions and rules that 

control something 

 

tricky, difficult, fine  

varied, made up of things that are 

different from each other 

 

 

offset a loss (v) 

elite uni (adj) 

institution (n) 

authoritative ranking (adj) 

glowing praise (n) 

propose (v) 

reform (n) 

polarisation between (n) 

delicate balancing act (adj) 

sustain (v) 

deregulation (n) 

agenda (n) 

flexible education (adj) 

diverse (adj) 

dismiss warnings (v) 

decline (v) 

strong correlation (n) 

able to function (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
 How do you think the universities are ranked? What do you think a university has to demonstrate in 

order to achieve a higher ranking? 
 

 What is an ‘elite uni’? Can you think of some universities in the world which would have a very high 
ranking?  
 

 Do you think universities should be able to charge whatever fees they want?  
 

 There have been warnings that deregulation of tuition fees in Australia and privatisation may cause a 
greater polarisation between elite universities and institutions which aren’t ranked as highly. What 
does this mean? Why might it happen? 

 

 

 

PRE-LISTENING 

 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
  

 How many Australian universities are now ranked in the world's top 200? ………………………………………… 

 

 What is Australia’s highest ranked university?  

a. University of Adelaide             b. Melbourne University                c. University of Sydney 

 

 The Times report is widely regarded as the most reliable ranking of universities in the world.  T  /  F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After listening to the report, try to answers the following questions 
 
 
 

1. Compared to last year, the majority of elite unis in Australia this year received …  

a. a lower ranking.                  b. a higher ranking.                c. the same ranking. 

 

2. What is Melbourne University ranked in the world?  

a. 33rd                    b. 45th                  c. 60th 

   

3. Professor Ian Young, who is chair of the group which represents Australia’s top 8 research 

universities, thinks the Group of 8 are not yet quite up there on the same level as the world’s really 

class institutions.  T  /  F 

 

4. The report gives praise to Australia for not only having some world class universities but also …  

a. world class facilities.              b. world class tuition.            c. a world class system.   

 

5. Phil Baty, editor of the Times Higher Education magazine, doesn’t think there is any risk that 

deregulation of tuition fees and privatisation will result in any Australian universities dropping out of 

the rankings.  T  /  F 

 

6. If there is deregulation of tuition fees, Jeannie Rae, president of the National Tertiary Education 

Union, thinks …  

A. all universities will benefit. 

B. some universities will do well while others will be worse off.       

C. no universities will benefit. 

     

7. What does Professor Ian Young think about the issue of deregulating university fees?  

A. He supports it   

B. He is opposed to it 

C. He is undecided 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 
 

 offset  reform  flexible 
 elite  polarisation  diverse 
 institution  delicate  dismiss 
 authoritative  sustain  decline 
 praise  deregulation  correlation 
 propose  agenda  function 

 
1. After a long economic downturn, there had been a noticeable ………………………………………… in living 

standards and society had become more polarized between the rich and the poor.  
2. At the staff meeting, teachers complained they were unable to ………………………………………… the current 

workloads and eventually they would burn out. 
3. Because her views were widely regarded as being the most ………………………..………………………………on 

the subject, the university professor was often asked by the media to give interviews about issues 
relating to international law. 

4. Growing ………………………..………………………………had emerged within the government on the issue of gay 
marriage. The prime minister said he was opposed to it but an increasing number of party members 
said they supported legislation that legalized gay marriage.  

5. Heart transplants are now very common with very high success rates. But 20 years ago they were a 
very ………………………..………………………………procedure performed by only a few doctors and the risk of 
death was quite high. 

6. In Australia, tertiary education ………………………..………………………………are regulated by the federal 
government. But primary and secondary schools are the responsibility of state governments.  

7. In response to a new report which showed education standards in schools was slipping, the 
government promised to introduce a number of ………………………..………………………………. They included 
boosting teacher pay and reducing class sizes.  

8. It is common for universities in the US to provide very generous scholarships to ……………….  athletes. 
9. Over the last 3 years, government funding to the university had fallen by 10%. But this was partly 

………………………..………………………………by higher student fees and donations.     
10. Students now have a lot of ………………………..………………………………when it comes to university study. 

They can do courses on campus or study online. It was even possible to get a qualification from a 
university in another country. 

11. The government argued that ………………………..………………………………of financial markets, such as making 
it easier for financial institutions to operate as banks, would result in more efficiency and increased 
economic growth. 

12. The man was quite ill and was unable to ………………………..………………………………properly at work so he 
went home. 

13. The new head of the university said reducing tutorial sizes and investing in new buildings was high 
up on her ………………………..………………………………to make the university a world class learning institution.   

14. The student population at the university was very ………………………..………………………………. There were 
people of all different ages from many different countries. 

15. The students were full of ………………………..………………………………for their lecturer. They credited her for 
making the subject a lot more interesting and motivating them to study harder.  

16. The university lecturer ………………………..………………………………complaints from students that the exam 
was too hard. He said they hadn’t studied hard enough. 

17. The university lecturer rejected the idea that there was any ………………………..……………………………… 

between the poor test results and the standard of his teaching. 
18. Thousands of students from around the country took part in demonstrations against the 

government’s ………………………..………………………………cuts to university funding and higher fees. 
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ANSWERS 
 
 8 
 Melbourne University 
 T 
1. higher ranking 
2. 33rd                    

3. F 
4. a world class system 
5. F 
6. some universities will do well while others will be worse off 
7. He supports it   

  
able to change or to do different things, adaptable flexible 
action or plan that is supposed to improve something reform 
association, link, relationship between things that happen or change together correlation 
best, leading, top elite 
cancel or reduce the effect of something, balance offset 
deteriorate, become worse in condition or quality decline 
division, divergence polarisation 
established organization institution 
expression of approval, compliment the good qualities someone or something praise 
maintain, manage to keep going with sustain 
perform, work function 
plan or goal, program, scheme agenda 
plan, intend propose 
reject dismiss 
reliable, having or showing deep knowledge about a subject authoritative 
removal of restrictions and rules that control something deregulation 
tricky, difficult, fine delicate 
varied, made up of things that are different from each other diverse 
 
1. After a long economic downturn, there had been a noticeable decline in living standards and society had 

become more polarized between the rich and the poor.  
2. At the staff meeting, teachers complained they were unable to sustain the current workloads and eventually 

they would burn out. 
3. Because her views were widely regarded as being the most authoritative on the subject, the university 

professor was often asked by the media to give interviews about issues relating to international law. 
4. Growing polarisation had emerged within the government on the issue of gay marriage. The prime minister 

said he was opposed to it but an increasing number of party members said they supported legislation that 
legalized gay marriage.  

5. Heart transplants are now very common with very high success rates. But 20 years ago they were a very 
delicate procedure performed by only a few doctors and the risk of death was quite high. 

6. In Australia, tertiary education institutions are regulated by the federal government. But primary and 
secondary schools are the responsibility of state governments.  

7. In response to a new report which showed education standards in schools was slipping, the government 
promised to introduce a number of reforms. They included boosting teacher pay and reducing class sizes.  

8. It is common for universities in the US to provide very generous scholarships to elite athletes. 
9. Over the last 3 years, government funding to the university had fallen by 10%. But this was partly offset by 

higher student fees and donations.     
10. Students now have a lot of flexibility when it comes to university study. They can do courses on campus or 

study online. It was even possible to get a qualification from a university in another country. 
11. The government argued that deregulation of financial markets, such as making it easier for financial 

institutions to operate as banks, would result in more efficiency and increased economic growth. 
12. The man was quite ill and was unable to function properly at work so he went home. 
13. The new head of the university said reducing tutorial sizes and investing in new buildings was high up on her 

agenda to make the university a world class learning institution.   
14. The student population at the university was very diverse. There were people of all different ages from many 

different countries. 
15. The students were full of praise for their lecturer. They credited her for making the subject a lot more 

interesting and motivating them to study harder.  
16. The university lecturer dismissed complaints from students that the exam was too hard. He said they hadn’t 

studied hard enough. 
17. The university lecturer rejected the idea that there was any correlation between the poor test results and the 

standard of his teaching. 
18. Thousands of students from around the country took part in demonstrations against the government’s 

proposed cuts to university funding and fee increases. 


