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REPORT SUMMARIES 
 
 
WEAPONS FOR IRAQ (0.35 – 4.30) 
 
Australia has joined the US in providing support to the Iraqi government to overcome the growing threat from 
the extremist group Islamic State (IS). 
 
 
FLAG DAY (6.32 – 10.08) 
 
National Flag Day celebrates the first official unveiling of Australia’s flag on the 3rd of September, 1901. 
 
 
STEM CHANGES (11.08 – 14.25) 
 
Australia's chief scientist has outlined a national science strategy designed to get more school kids studying 
science and maths and to improve the country’s performance in these areas. 
 
 
THEATRE CUTS (14.48 – 18.37) 
 
In this report we meet some members of a youth theatre company who are very concerned about the effects 
of big funding cuts.    
 
 
TRAIN KID (20.42 – 24.09) 
 
In this report, we meet 13-year-old Jayden who is a volunteer carriage captain aboard South Australia’s 
historic Pichi Richi railway. 
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WEAPONS FOR IRAQ (0.35 – 4.30) 
 
Australia has joined the US in providing support to the Iraqi government to overcome the growing threat from 
the extremist group Islamic State (IS). 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What is Islamic State? 

 Why do you think Australia is delivering weapons to forces fighting Islamic State?  

 Why might some people think it is a bad idea to provide weapons to foreign forces? What are the 

potential? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. Australia is delivering weapons and ……………………………………….  

2. In Iraq, the US has launched … a. airstrikes.            b. ground offensives. 

3. Australia’s Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, has also agreed to send combat troops to Iraq to fight IS.   

T  /  F 

4. What are some reasons why countries might supply weapons to each other during a conflict? 

For political or ……………………………………… reasons. 

5. What is one reason why some people are concerned about Australia supplying weapons to forces in 

Iraq? Sometimes the weapons can end up in ……………………………………… 

6. Why did America give weapons to the previous government of Iraq even though it later went to war 

with the same government? To help them fight ……………………………………… 
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FLAG DAY (6.32 – 10.08) 
 
National Flag Day celebrates the first official unveiling of Australia’s flag on the 3rd of September, 1901. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Why is the year 1901 significant in Australian history? 

 What is the Union Jack? What is the Southern Cross? What else is on the flag? What does each 

symbol represent? 

 If you are originally from abroad, what does your country’s flag look like? What does it represent? 

 What’s happening in Scotland at the moment? How might events there impact on Australia’s flag? 

 Why do some people think Australia needs a new flag? Why are people opposed to changing the 

current one? Do you think Australia should have a different flag? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Watch the report and complete the sentences with no more than 3 words 

 

1. Australia’s national flag was based on a design …   

a. provided by the King of England.                b. entered as part of a completion. 

2. The Union Jack acknowledges the history of ……………………………………… 

3. The Southern Cross is a star with each point representing Australia’s 

……………………………………… 

4. Scotland will soon vote on whether they should become an ……………………………………….  

5. The Union Jack is made up of the flags of which 3 countries? 

……………………………….………………………………  

6. One criticism of Australia's current flag is that it doesn't represent ……………………………………… 

7. Others say it shouldn’t be changed as it is an important part of Australia's 

……………………………………… 
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STEM CHANGES (11.08 – 14.25) 
 
Australia's chief scientist has outlined a national science strategy designed to get more school kids studying 
science and maths and to improve the country’s performance in these areas. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 S.T.E.M. stands for which subjects? Science, … 

 Do you think these subjects are important? 

 How do you think more school students could be encouraged to study science and other STEM 

subjects? 

 For which jobs do you think you need good STEM skills? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. In the first part of the report, we meet 2 people working in jobs requiring good maths skills – what are 

they? …………………………………………………………………….…………… 

2. What does Ian Chubb, Australia's chief scientist, say needs to improve in terms of STEM subjects in 

schools? How we ……………………………………… 

3. What does Richard Drogemuller, a science teacher, say he loves about teaching science? 

“… showing how we can get excited about finding out about new things, how we can use what other 

people have done in the past to understand what's going on in ………………………………………. 

4. What other changes does Australia's chief scientist want to see?  

Specialised maths and science teachers hired to teach in ……………………………………… 

5. What does he hope his plans will encourage?  

More students doing advanced STEM subjects in ……………………………………… 

6. Science and business experts have …  

a. shown a large amount of support for his ideas. 

b. not shown much support for his ideas. 
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THEATRE CUTS (14.48 – 18.37) 
 
In this report we meet some members of a youth theatre company 
who are very concerned about the effects of big funding cuts.    
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Why are youth theatre companies important to many people? 

How can they help young people who take part in their 

programs? 

 Do you think they should be funded by the government? 
 

 

Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. For how many years has the Urban Myth Theatre Company been operating?  

More than……………………………………… 

2. Who does Ed think Urban Myth is especially important for?  

People who want to express themselves, especially for ……………………………………… 

3. What might be a consequence of the lack of funding? 

A. The current production might not go ahead 

B. The theatre company might have to close 

C. Both 

4. What have members of the theatre company been doing to get more funding?  

Organizing social media campaigns and they've also held ……………………………………… 

 

 

 

 
TRAIN KID (20.42 – 24.09) 
 
In this report, we meet 13-year-old Jayden who is a 
volunteer carriage captain aboard South Australia’s 
historic Pichi Richi railway. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Why are some people very interested in old 

trains? 

 
Watch the report and answer the questions 
 

 

 

1. How old is the railway? ……………………………………… 

2. The railway used to carry people and supplies but today it's more like a 

……………………………………… on wheels. 

3. Jayden only recently became interested in trains.  T  /  F 

4. It is a … a. diesel train.                   b. steam train.  

5. His uncle and other relatives have all been ……………………………………… 

6. What does he want be when he is older? ………………………………………     

 



BTN WHOLE EPISODE ACTIVITIES            Published by Grabaword.com on September 9, 2014           Page 6 / 6 

Text  2014 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 

Answers 

 
WEAPON WORRIES (0.35 – 4.30) 
 

1. ammunition 

2. airstrikes     

3. F 

4. economic 

5. the wrong hands 

6. Iran 

 

 
FLAG DAY (6.32 – 10.08) 
 

1. entered as part of a completion 

2. British settlement 

3. six states (and territories)  

4. independent country 

5. England, Scotland and Northern Ireland 

6. Indigenous Australians 

7. history 

 

 
STEM CHANGES (11.08 – 14.25) 
 

1. fighter jet pilot, animator 

2. teach them 

3. our world 

4. primary schools 

5. years 11 and 12 

6. shown a large amount of support for his ideas 

 
 

THEATRE CUTS (14.48 – 18.37) 
 

1. 30 years 

2. shy people (people who are having issues) 

3. both 

4. a protest 

 

 
TRAIN KID (20.42 – 24.09) 
 

1. 135 years 

2. museum 

3. F - obsessed with them for 11 years 

4. steam train 

5. train driver 

6. train driver 
 

 

 


