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FLAG DAY (6.32 – 10.08) 
 
National Flag Day celebrates the first official unveiling of Australia’s flag on the 3rd of September, 1901. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Why is the year 1901 significant in Australian history? 

 What is the Union Jack? What is the Southern Cross? What else is on the flag? What does each 

symbol represent? 

 What does your country’s flag look like? What does it represent? 

 What’s happening in Scotland at the moment? How might events there impact on Australia’s flag? 

 Why do some people think Australia needs a new flag? Why are people opposed to changing the 

current one? Do you think Australia should have a different flag? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Listening A  
 
Before watching the report, try to answer the questions below 

 

 Australia’s national flag was based on a design …   

a. provided by the King of England.                b. entered as part of a completion. 

 

 The Southern Cross is a star with each point representing Australia’s 

……………………………………… 
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Listening B 
 
Before watching the report again, try to answer the questions 

 

1. What did the figure 33 thousand refer to?  

The number of … 

 

2. The Union Jack acknowledges the history of ……………………………………… 

 

3. Scotland will soon vote on whether they should become ……………………………………….  

 

4. The Union Jack is made up of the flags of which 3 countries? 

………………………………………………………….………………………  

 

5. One criticism of Australia's current flag is that it doesn't represent ……………………………………… 

 

6. Others say it shouldn’t be changed as it is an important part of Australia's 

……………………………………… 
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Vocabulary A 
 
Match the words in Table 2 with the closest definition or synonym from Table 1 
 

Table 1 

happen  

include as part of something else  

make over, making better   

recognize  

show or reveal for the first time  

something that expresses or 
represents a particular idea or 
quality 

 

something that is done in a public 
and often formal way 

 

special event or time  

to make known in a public or formal 
way, reveal 

 

to serve as a sign or symbol of 
something, signify 

 

widely recognized and well-
established 

 

 

Table 2 

A big occasion (n) 

B come about (v) 

C announce (v) 

D official (adj) 

E unveil (v) 

F represent (v) 

G symbol (n) 

H acknowledge (v) 

I revamp (n) 

J iconic (adj) 

K incorporate (v) 
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Vocabulary B 
  
Use words from the table to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

 

occasion official symbol iconic 

come about unveil acknowledge incorporate 

announce represent revamp  

 
 
 

1. According to a recent international survey, McDonald's golden arches are the most recognized 

………………………………………in the world. 

2. At the press conference, the prime minister officially ………………………………………she would be 

resigning before the next election. 

3. In announcing a record profit, the CEO ………………………………………the contribution of not only 

the senior management team but all the company’s hard working employees. 

4. It is normal for a country’s national anthem to be played before big sporting 

………………………………………. 

5. The electronics company ………………………………………its latest range of smartphones at the 

technology expo. They were expected to officially go on sale in a month. 

6. The hotel had very friendly staff and a great location. But it was quite old and in serious need of a 

………………………………………. 

7. The new bridge was ………………………………………opened by the Queen during her recent visit. 

8. The new worker safety laws ………………………………………as a result of a big rise in work related 

accidents over the last decade. 

9. The Olympic symbol ………………………………………the union of the five regions of the world and 

the meeting of athletes from throughout the world at the Olympic Games. 

10. The Sydney Opera House is one of the great ………………………………………buildings of the 20th 

century that has become known throughout the world – a symbol for not only a city, but a whole 

country. 

11. Throughout the history of English, new words have been ………………………………………into the 

language through borrowing from languages as varied as Latin, Greek, German, Arabic, and many 

others. 
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Answers 
 

 entered as part of a completion 

 six states (and territories)  

1. entries in the competition for the design of Australia’s national 

flag  

2. British settlement 

3. independent country 
4. England, Scotland and Northern Ireland 

5. Indigenous Australians 

6. history 
 

Table 1 

happen come about 

include as part of something else incorporate 

make over, making better  revamp 

recognize acknowledge 

show or reveal for the first time unveil

something that expresses or represents a particular idea or quality symbol  

something that is done in a public and often formal way official 

special event or time occasion 

to make known in a public or formal way, reveal announce 

to serve as a sign or symbol of something, signify represent 

widely recognized and well-established iconic
 
 

1. According to a recent international survey, McDonald's golden arches are the most recognized 

symbol in the world. 

2. At the press conference, the prime minister officially announced she would be resigning before the 

next election. 

3. In announcing a record profit, the CEO acknowledged the contribution of not only the senior 

management team but all the company’s hard working employees. 

4. It is normal for a country’s national anthem to be played before big sporting occasions. 

5. The electronics company unveiled its latest range of smartphones at the technology expo. They 

were expected to officially go on sale in a month. 

6. The hotel had very friendly staff and a great location. But it was quite old and in serious need of a 

revamp. 

7. The new bridge was officially opened by the Queen during her recent visit. 

8. The new worker safety laws came about as a result of a big rise in work related accidents over the 

last decade. 

9. The Olympic symbol represents the union of the five regions of the world and the meeting of 

athletes from throughout the world at the Olympic Games. 

10. The Sydney Opera House is one of the great iconic buildings of the 20th century that has become 

known throughout the world – a symbol for not only a city, but a whole country. 

11. Throughout the history of English, new words have been incorporated into the language through 

borrowing from languages as varied as Latin, Greek, German, Arabic, and many others. 


