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WW1 CENTENARY (14.47 – 18.56) 
 
This week the world has been commemorating 100 years since the First World War, also known as the Great 
War and the war to end all wars, began. This report looks at Australia’s involvement. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What do you know about World War One? How did it begin? Which countries were involved?  

 The Allies included which countries? Which countries were on the side of the Central Powers?  

 Who was Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria? What is the connection between him and World War 

One? 

 Why do you think a lot of young Australians volunteered for World War One? 

 What is a ‘trench’? Why was life very tough for soldiers? 

 What happened at Gallipoli? What is an ANZAC?  

 What is Armistice Day? When was it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Listening A  
 
First watch the report and answer the questions below 

 

 World War One first began when Austria declared war on ……………………………………… 

 

 Australia was on the side of the … a. Central Powers.              b. Allies.   

 

 How many people died during World War One? ……………………………………… 
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Listening B 
 
Before watching the report again, try to answer the questions 

 

 The Allies included which countries? ……………………………………… 

 

 The Central Powers included which countries? ……………………………………… 

 

 What did the figure ‘more than 400 thousand’ refer to?  

……………………………………………………………………..…………… 

 

 In which country did most of the fighting in World War One take place? ……………………………… 

 

 The war was fought … 

a. on the ground only. 

b. on the ground and at sea. 

c. on the ground, at sea and in the air. 

 

 Besides the bombardments, what was a big threat for soldiers in the trenches? ……………………… 
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Vocabulary A 
 
Match the words in Table 2 with the closest definition or synonym from Table 1 
  
 
 

Table 1 

a country that supports and helps 
another country in a war 

 

aim, goal, purpose  

cause something to happen or be 
created 

 

change in a very sudden and violent 
way 

 

continue, keep up  

difficult to understand, explain  

help, assist  

injure  

magnificent, wonderful  

new activity that involves risk  

progress, move forward, evolve  

say or state in an official or public 
way 

 

story coming down from the past, 
especially a historical event or 
person 

 

to choose to join the military  

way of living or existing  
 

Table 2 

A volunteer (v) 

B complicated (adj) 

C explode (v) 

D declare (v) 

E support (v) 

F ally (n) 

G inspire (v) 

H legend (n) 

I advance (v) 

J glorious (adj) 

K objective (n) 

L maintain (v) 

M condition (n) 

N wound (v) 

M venture (n) 
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Vocabulary B 
  
Use words from the table to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 
 

volunteer declare inspire glorious condition 

complicated support legend objective wound 

explode ally advance maintain venture 
 
 
 
 

1. After a week of ……………………………………weather, rain returned to soak large parts of the 

country. 

2. After the floods, …………………………………… for residents remaining in the city deteriorated quickly 

with no running water or electricity and little food. Thousands of volunteers joined the rescue effort, 

handing out food and water and trying to help stop the spread of disease. 

3. A lot of young men ……………………………………to fight in wars because they think it will be a big 

adventure and they can do something for their country. 

4. Achieving peace between Israel and the Palestinian territories is a very 

……………………………………process. 

5. After the floods, the country’s president ……………………………………a state of emergency. 

6. At least 10 people were killed and dozens more seriously ……………………………………when a huge 

bomb exploded. 

7. Australia and Britain were 2 of the biggest ……………………………………of the US in the war in Iraq. 

8. Germany’s success at the beginning of World War II had a lot to do with its 

…………………………………… military technology, particularly in aircraft, rockets, submarines and 

tanks. 

9. The air force …………………………………… its attack throughout the night, dropping thousands of 

bombs and destroying large sections of the city. 

10. The author said her book about World War II was ……………………………………by stories her 

grandfather, who was an air force pilot, used to tell her. 

11. The man …………………………………… with anger after the shop keeper refused to serve him for 

pushing in front of the line. 

12. The man lost more than $200 thousand in his latest business ……………………………………. 

13. The military commander ……………………………………the mission to recapture the city a great 

success and that their key ……………………………………had been achieved. 

14. The US and other English speaking countries like Britain, Canada and Australia have traditionally 

been close ……………………………………and fought alongside each other during the major conflicts 

of the last century. 

15. The World War II fighter pilot became an aviation …………………………………… after shooting down 

more than 11 enemy aircraft during one battle. 
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Answers 
 
 Serbia 
 Allies 
 16 million 

1. France, Britain and Russia  
2. Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire (Turkey). 
3. How many Australians enlisted for service in World War One 
4. France (on the Western Front) 
5. on the ground, at sea and in the air 
6. disease 

 
Table 1 

a country that supports and helps another country in a war ally 
aim, goal, purpose objective 
cause something to happen or be created inspire 
change in a very sudden and violent way explode 
continue, keep up maintain 
difficult to understand, explain complicated 
help, assist support 
injure wound 
magnificent, wonderful glorious 
new activity that involves risk venture 
progress, move forward, evolve advance 
say or state in an official or public way declare 
story coming down from the past, especially a historical event or person legend 
to choose to join the military volunteer 
way of living or existing condition 
 
1. After a week of glorious weather, rain returned to soak large parts of the country. 
2. After the floods, conditions for residents remaining in the city deteriorated quickly with no running 

water or electricity and little food. Thousands of volunteers joined the rescue effort, handing out food 
and water and trying to help stop the spread of disease. 

3. A lot of young men volunteer to fight in wars because they think it will be a big adventure and they 
can do something for their country. 

4. Achieving peace between Israel and the Palestinian territories is a very complicated process. 
5. After the floods, the country’s president declared a state of emergency. 
6. At least 10 people were killed and dozens more seriously wounded when a huge bomb exploded. 
7. Australia and Britain were 2 of the biggest supporters of the US in the war in Iraq. 
8. Germany’s success at the beginning of World War II had a lot to do with its advanced military 

technology, particularly in aircraft, rockets, submarines and tanks. 
9. The air force maintained its attack throughout the night, dropping thousands of bombs and 

destroying large sections of the city. 
10. The author said her book about World War II was inspired by stories her grandfather, who was an 

air force pilot, used to tell her. 
11. The man exploded with anger after the shop keeper refused to serve him for pushing in front of the 

line. 
12. The man lost more than $200 thousand in his latest business venture. 
13. The military commander declared the mission to recapture the city a great success and that their key 

objective had been achieved. 
14. The US and other English speaking countries like Britain, Canada and Australia have traditionally 

been close allies and fought alongside each other during the major conflicts of the last century. 
15. The World War II fighter pilot became an aviation legend after shooting down more than 11 enemy 

aircraft during one battle. 
 
  
 

 


