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REPORT SUMMARIES 
 
 
GAZA CONFLICT (0.35 – 4.56) 
 
In this report, BTN looks at the current conflict in Gaza between Hamas and Israel and why ongoing peace in 
the region has been very difficult to achieve.  
 
 
EBOLA (6.52 – 9.52) 
 
Heath professionals have been working hard to try to contain an outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus in Africa. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND (10.21 – 14.42) 
 
In this report, this week’s BTN rookie reporter shows us around her hometown on Christmas Island. 
 
 
FIST OR SHAKE (15.15 – 18.46) 
 
In a recent study, a scientist reported that a lot more germs were transferred when people shake hands 
compared to bumping fists.  
 
 
BMX CHAMP (20.28 – 23.58) 
 
In this report we meet Sam Willoughby who recently won two events at the World BMX Championships. He’s 
not only passionate about competing but also encouraging more children to get on a bike.  
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GAZA CONFLICT (0.35 – 4.56) 
 
In this report, BTN looks at the current conflict in Gaza between Hamas and Israel and why ongoing peace in 
the region has been very difficult to achieve.  
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What do you know about the history of Israel? When was the State of Israel formed? What events 

led to its formation? 

 Where is Gaza? Who is Hamas? 

 What do you know about the relationship between Israel and the Palestinians? 

 What is the current conflict about? 

 Why have many countries and the UN been critical of some actions by Israel in the current conflict? 

 Why is finding a peaceful settlement between Israel and the Palestinian people so complicated? 

 

 

 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. How many people live in Gaza? ……………………………………… 

2. Gaza is a relatively … a. small region.                     b. big region. 

3. Gaza isn’t a separate country but the Palestinians who live there have their own…………………… 

4. The State of Israel came into being in ……………………………………… 

5. There were different religions in Palestine before Israel was formed but the majority of the population 

were……………………………………… 

6. Jews believe Israel is a place promised to them by……………………………………… 

7. Did Arab leaders agree with the plan to divide Palestine into two separate countries?  Yes  /  No 

8. Hamas has declared it wants to destroy the State of Israel.  T  /  F 

9. Why have some countries and the United Nations been critical of Israeli attacks on Hamas?  

Because Israel has not been doing enough to protect ……………………………………..………… 

from being killed. 
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EBOLA (6.52 – 9.52) 
 
Heath professionals have been working hard to try to contain an outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus in Africa. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Have you heard of Ebola before? What do you know about it? How do people get it? Is there a cure? 

 Which countries are most affected in the latest outbreak? 

 Why is it unlikely to spread to Australia? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. Is there a cure for Ebola?  Yes  /  No 

2. It originates from which animals? (Note down at least one mentioned) 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

3. It can spread through saliva, blood or……………………………………… 

4. What are some symptoms? (Note down at least one mentioned) 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

5. How many people have died in the latest outbreak?  

More than ……………………………………… 

6. As well as sending troops and medical workers to affected countries and setting up quarantine 

centres, what has been done to stop the spread of Ebola? 

…………………………….……………………… 

7. According to the World Health Organisation, is the Ebola outbreak under control?  Yes  /  No  

 

 



Text  2014 Grabaword.com               WHOLE EPISODE ACTIVITIES 12 August 2014                      Page 4 / 6  

 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND (10.21 – 14.42) 
 
In this report, this week’s BTN rookie reporter shows us around her hometown on Christmas Island. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What do you know about Christmas Island? Where is it? Who lives there? 

 Why are there a lot of asylum seekers in the detention centre on Christmas Island? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. Christmas Island is closer to … a. Java, Indonesia.                        b. Perth, Western Australia. 

2. Christmas Island’s population includes people from …  

a. similar cultural backgrounds.                    b. many different cultural backgrounds. 

3. The majority of the population have a …  

a. European background                              b. Chinese background 

4. What events does Dewi say Christmas Islanders like to celebrate each year?  

Lots of different ……………………………………… 

5. How many schools are there on Christmas Island? ……………………………………… 

6. The children from the detention centre do not attend the same school as the Christmas Island 

residents.  T  /  F 
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FIST OR SHAKE (15.15 – 18.46) 
 
In a recent study, a scientist reported that a lot more germs were 
transferred when people shake hands compared to bumping fists.  
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Dr. Dave Whitworth, the report’s author, said: “If the general 

public could be encouraged to fist-bump, there is genuine 

potential to reduce the spread of infectious diseases.” Do you 

think this would be a good idea? 

 

 

 Where would we normally find a lot of bacteria? What is the best way to prevent the spread of 

germs? 

 What is an example of ‘good bacteria’? How can they be good for our body? 

 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. Compared to bumping fists, the scientists found shaking hands transfers how much more bacteria? 

………………………………… times as much 

2. Most bacteria we are exposed to are … a. potentially harmful.               b. fairly harmless. 

3. According to one study, smart-phones or tablets can have up to 30 times more germs than a 

………………………………… 

4. The best way to prevent the spread of germs is to ………………………………… 

 

 
BMX CHAMP (20.28 – 23.58) 
 
In this report we meet Sam Willoughby who recently won two events 
at the World BMX Championships. He’s not only passionate about 
competing but also encouraging more children to get on a bike.  
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Do you think programs which encourage young people to ride 

a bike more regularly are a good idea? 
 

 

Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. The Happiness Cycle program involves kids …  

a. choosing the best bike to buy.                  b. assembling their own bikes. 

2. The program aims to encourage children to cycle as a way to stay……………………………… 

3. To begin, the participants have a meeting where they learn important things about 

……………………………… 

4. Besides being a form of transportation, what does Sam say he still loves about bikes?  

The sense of …………………………… 
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Answers 

 
GAZA (0.35 – 4.56) 
 

1. Around two million 

2. small area       

3. government 

4. 1948 

5. Muslim 

6. God 

7. no 

8. T 

9. innocent people 

 

EBOLA (6.52 – 9.52) 

 

1. no 

2. fruit-bats, gorillas and chimps 

3. sweat 

4. rash, vomiting, diarrhoea and bleeding 

5. 900 

6. schools have been closed 

7. no 

 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND (10.21 – 14.42) 

 

1. Java, Indonesia    

2. many different cultural backgrounds  

3. Chinese background 

4. cultural events 

5. one 

6. F – they do, but a different part 
 

FIST OR SHAKE (15.15 – 18.46) 

 

1. 10 

2. fairly harmless 

3. toilet seat 

4. wash your hands 

 

 

BMX CHAMP (20.28 – 23.58) 

 

1. assembling their own bikes  

2. fit and healthy 

3. safety 

4. freedom 
 

 


