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GAZA CONFLICT (0.35 – 4.56) 
 
In this report, BTN looks at the current conflict in Gaza between Hamas and Israel and why ongoing peace in 
the region has been very difficult to achieve.  
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What do you know about the history of Israel? When was the State of Israel formed? What events 

led to its formation? 

 Where is Gaza? Who is Hamas? 

 What do you know about the relationship between Israel and the Palestinians? 

 What is the current conflict about? 

 Why have many countries and the UN been critical of some actions by Israel in the current conflict? 

 Why is finding a peaceful settlement between Israel and the Palestinian people so complicated? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Listening A  
 
Before watching the report, try to answer the questions below 
 

 Gaza is a relatively … a. small area.                     b. big area. 

 Gaza is … a. a separate country from Israel.           b. not a separate country from Israel.  

 The State of Israel came into being after … a. the First World War.     b. the Second World War.        

  Hamas has declared it wants to destroy the State of Israel.  T  /  F 
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Listening B 
 
Before watching the report again, try to answer the questions 

 

1. How many people live in Gaza? ……………………………………… 

 

2. A lot of the population are … a. young.                    b. old. 

 

3. Gaza isn’t a separate country but the Palestinians who live there have their own…………………… 

 

4. The State of Israel came into being in ……………………………………… 

 

5. There were different religions in Palestine before Israel was formed but the majority of the population 

were……………………………………… 

 

6. Jews believe Israel is a place promised to them by……………………………………… 

 

7. Did Arab leaders agree with the plan to divide Palestine into two separate countries?  Yes  /  No 

 

8. Why have some countries and the United Nations been critical of Israeli attacks on Hamas?  

Because Israel has not been doing enough to ……………………………………..……………… 
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Vocabulary A 
 
Match the words in Table 2 with the closest definition or synonym from Table 1 
  
 
 

Table 1 

a number that is greater than half of 
a total, greater part 

 

a person who was in someone's 
family in past times, descendant 

 

approximate, give or form a general 
idea about the value or size of 
something 

 

cultural  

engaged in warfare or combat  

escape from danger  

hard to deal with, problematic  

holy, relating to religion  

officially, exactly  

send or shoot something into the air  

separate or divide into parts or 
groups 

 

something that solves a problem, 
resolution 

 

start with suddenness or force, erupt  

to produce especially in dealing with 
a problem or challenge 

 

to say that something belongs to you  

effect  
 

Table 2 

A estimate  

B technically 

C ethnic 

D majority 

E flee 

F ancestor 

G sacred 

H come up with 

I split 

J break out 

K claim 

L militant 

M solution 

N impact 

O launch 

P complicated 
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Vocabulary B 
  
Use words from the table to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

 

estimate  majority sacred break out impact 

technically flee come up with claim launch 

ethnic ancestor split solution complicated 

 

 

1. A big fight …………………………………… between fans of the two rival clubs after the game but 

police were able too quickly bring the situation under control. 

2. Although Australia has established land rights legislation for Aborigines, 

…………………………………… land is still a complicated and expensive process. 

3. Although the echidna and platypus are …………………………………… mammals, they lay eggs rather 

than giving birth to live young. 

4. Big companies these days place a lot of importance on finding employees with the ability to find 

creative …………………………………… to problems. 

5. Finding a solution to the problem of global warming and rising sea levels is very 

……………………………………. 

6. Hindus regard all living creatures as ……………………………………- mammals, fishes, birds and 

more. They don't worship cows but they do respect and honour them. 

7. Korea was ……………………………………into North and South after the Korean War, the North 

having a Communist government and the South a democratic government.  

8. NASA’s recent ……………………………………of a space rocket to Mars was a success. 

9. Tech experts ……………………………………the cost of the new iPhone would be around $100 more 

than current models. 

10. The boy told the class that an ……………………………………on his mother’s side was among the first 

Europeans to settle in Australia. He arrived in 1789. 

11. The CEO said the senior management team needed to …………………………………… a plan to 

reduce costs and boost revenue otherwise the company faced an uncertain future. 

12. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has had a big ……………………………………on the health of 

Palestinian children with many suffering from malnutrition and mental health disorders. 

13. The ……………………………………of people in India are Hindus.  

14. Urban societies in countries like Australia, Canada and the U.S. are made up of people from a wide 

variety of ……………………………………backgrounds. 

15. When the fire broke out, hundreds of people …………………………………… the building.  
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Answers 
 
 young 
 not a separate country from Israel            
 the Second World War 
 T 
 

1. Around two million 
2. young 
3. government 
4. 1948 
5. Muslim 
6. God 
7. no 
8. protect innocent people from being killed  
 

 
Table 1 

a number that is greater than half of a total, greater part majority 
a person who was in someone's family in past times, descendant ancestor 
approximate, give or form a general idea about the value or size of 
something 

estimate 

cultural ethnic 
engaged in warfare or combat militant 
escape from danger flee 
hard to deal with, problematic complicated 
holy, relating to religion sacred 
officially, exactly technically 
send or shoot something into the air launch 
separate or divide into parts or groups split 
something that solves a problem, resolution solution 
start with suddenness or force, erupt break out 
to produce especially in dealing with a problem or challenge come up with 
to say that something belongs to you claim 
effect impact 
 
1. A big fight broke out between fans of the two rival clubs after the game but police were able too 

quickly bring the situation under control. 
2. Although Australia has established land rights legislation for Aborigines, claiming land is still a 

complicated and expensive process. 
3. Although the echidna and platypus are technically mammals, they lay eggs rather than giving birth 

to live young. 
4. Big companies these days place a lot of importance on finding employees with the ability to find 

creative solutions to problems. 
5. Finding a solution to the problem of global warming and rising sea levels is very complicated. 
6. Hindus regard all living creatures as sacred - mammals, fishes, birds and more. They don't worship 

cows but they do respect and honour them. 
7. Korea was split into North and South after the Korean War, the North having a Communist 

government and the South a democratic government.  
8. NASA’s recent launch of a space rocket to Mars was a success. 
9. Tech experts estimate the cost of the new iPhone would be around $100 more than current models. 
10. The boy told the class that an ancestor on his mother’s side was among the first Europeans to settle 

in Australia. He arrived in 1789. 
11. The CEO said the senior management team needed to come up with a plan to reduce costs and 

boost revenue otherwise the company faced an uncertain future. 
12. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has had a big impact on the health of Palestinian children with many 

suffering from malnutrition and mental health disorders. 
13. The majority of people in India are Hindus.  
14. Urban societies in countries like Australia, Canada and the U.S. are made up of people from a wide 

variety of ethnic backgrounds. 
15. When the fire broke out, hundreds of people fled the building.  

 


