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AIDS (3.34) 
 
There was gathering of the world’s AIDS experts in Melbourne recently. This report looks at the disease and 
how much progress has been made in combatting it. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What is AIDS? What is HIV? How are people infected? 

 When were HIV cases first discovered? 

 How have attitudes toward HIV / AIDS changed over the years since the first cases were reported? 

 The majority of HIV sufferers today live in which part of the world? Why are so many people living 

there infected? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Listening A  
 
Before watching the report, try to complete the gaps  
 

Acquired Immuno D  _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _  Syndrome (AIDS) develops after a person is 

infected by the Human Immuno  _  _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _     V _   _   _   _  ( HIV). When 

someone is infected, it attacks their i _   _   _   _   _    s  _   _   _   _   _   . These are the cells that 

help protect your body against d   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   . Over time, HIV destroys those cells 

and with no d _   _   _   _   _   people can become very ill. At this stage, a person is said to have 

AIDS. 
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Listening B 
 
Before watching the report again, try to answer the questions 

 

1. You can’t be infected by touching someone with HIV.  T  /  F 

 

2. Ten years after first being discovered, how many people had died of AIDS? 

a. Thousands              b. Tens of thousands               c. Millions 

 

3. The drugs available now are very good at helping HIV sufferers live a longer and better life.  T  /  F 

 

4. Approximately how many people around the world are currently infected with HIV? 

a. 3.5 million              b. 13.5 million            c. 35 million 

 

5. The majority of HIV sufferers live in which part of the world? ………………………………. 

 

6. There is a proven cure for AIDS but it is very expensive and therefore not widely available.  T  /  F 
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Vocabulary A 
 
Match the words in Table 2 with the closest definition or synonym from Table 1 
  
 
 

Table 1 

advancement, improvement over 
time 

 

at the end of a process, eventually  

become bigger or more advanced  

effect, influence  

half-truth, false or incorrect details  

important discovery after a lot of 
effort 

 

increase or intensify  

liquid substance  

not having enough of something 
needed, lack 

 

produce, especially in dealing with a 
problem 

 

series of activities designed to 
produce a particular result 

 

something that actually exists or 
happens 

 

 

Table 2 

A deficiency (n) 

B develop (v) 

C fluid (n) 

D misinformation (n) 

E step up (v) 

F campaign (n) 

G progress (n) 

H breakthrough (n) 

I ultimately (adv) 

J come up with (v) 

K reality (n) 

L impact (n) 
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Vocabulary B 
  
Use words from the table to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

deficiency misinformation progress come up with 

develop step up breakthrough reality 

fluid campaign ultimately impact 
 
 

1. A new health ……………………………….was launched in schools to teach children about the 

importance of personal hygiene and how to wash their hands properly.  

2. A new UN report showed that many third world countries had made a lot of 

………………………………. in getting rid of poverty and reducing the number of childhood deaths 

from preventable disease. But there was still a long way to go. 

3. After he came back from a holiday overseas, the man ……………………………….a mysterious illness. 

After many tests, doctors still didn’t know what it was but eventually it disappeared. 

4. Diarrhea is common and easily treated. But it is the second most common cause of deaths in 

children under 5 years mainly because they don’t get enough ……………………………….to rehydrate 

them when they become infected. 

5. Doctors said they had ……………………………….a new way to treat the disease with a natural 

chemical found in a plant and they were confident it would ultimately lead to a cure. 

6. In a new report, researchers said a daily dose of broccoli, cabbage, turnips and mustard greens 

could help prevent cancer and the chemicals in the vegetables might 

……………………………….produce a cure. 

7. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, which is worth around $40 billion and aims to tackle global 

health problems and poverty, has had a huge ……………………………….on many people’s lives 

especially in Africa. 

8. The discovery of penicillin in 1928 by Alexander Fleming is regarded as one of the biggest medical 

……………………………….in history. 

9. The German scientist had always dreamed of winning a Nobel Prize. After discovering the virus 

which causes cervical cancer, his dream became a ………………………………..  

10. The woman was diagnosed with an iron ……………………………….. The doctor told her to eat more 

red meat and green leafy vegetables to boost the amount of iron in her diet. 

11. The World Health Organization said governments in the region needed to ………………………………. 

efforts to reduce the number of preventable deaths from disease. 

12. When it first appeared, there was a lot of ………………………………. about HIV / AIDS. Many people 

believed you could catch the disease through touching or even sitting on toilet seats. 
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Answers 
 

 Deficiency 
 deficiency 
 Virus 
 immune system 
 diseases  
 defence 

1. T 
2. Millions 
3. T 
4. 35 million 
5. Africa 
6. F 
 

 
 

Table 1 
advancement, improvement over time progress 
at the end of a process, eventually ultimately 
become bigger or more advanced develop 
effect, influence impact 
half-truth, false or incorrect details misinformation 
important discovery after a lot of effort breakthrough 
increase or intensify step up 
liquid substance fluid 
not having enough of something needed, lack deficiency 
produce, especially in dealing with a problem come up with 
series of activities designed to produce a particular result campaign 
something that actually exists or happens reality 

 
1. A new health campaign was launched in schools to teach children about the importance of personal 

hygiene and how to wash their hands properly.  
2. A new UN report showed that many third world countries had made a lot of progress in getting rid of 

poverty and reducing the number of childhood deaths from preventable disease. But there was still a 
long way to go. 

3. After he came back from a holiday overseas, the man developed a mysterious illness. After many 
tests, doctors still didn’t know what it was but eventually it disappeared. 

4. Diarrhea is common and easily treated. But it is the second most common cause of deaths in 
children under 5 years mainly because they don’t get enough fluids to rehydrate them when they 
become infected. 

5. Doctors said they had come up with a new way to treat the disease with a natural chemical found in 
a plant and they were confident it would ultimately lead to a cure. 

6. In a new report, researchers said a daily dose of broccoli, cabbage, turnips and mustard greens 
could help prevent cancer and the chemicals in the vegetables might ultimately produce a cure. 

7. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, which is worth around $40 billion and aims to tackle global 
health problems and poverty, has had a huge impact on many people’s lives especially in Africa. 

8. The discovery of penicillin in 1928 by Alexander Fleming is regarded as one of the biggest medical 
breakthroughs in history. 

9. The German scientist had always dreamed of winning a Nobel Prize. After discovering the virus 
which causes cervical cancer, his dream became a reality.  

10. The woman was diagnosed with an iron deficiency. The doctor told her to eat more red meat and 
green leafy vegetables to boost the amount of iron in her diet. 

11. The World Health Organization said governments in the region needed to step up efforts to reduce 
the number of preventable deaths from disease. 

12. When it first appeared, there was a lot of misinformation about HIV / AIDS. Many people believed 
you could catch the disease through touching or even sitting on toilet seats. 

 


