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REPORT SUMMARIES 
 
 
NEW SENATE (2.45 – 6.28) 
 
Several new senators in Australia’s federal upper house now hold the balance of power which means getting 
bills through parliament has become more difficult for the government. 
 
 
AUSTRALIAN ENERGY (6.53 – 10.48) 
 
This report looks at why the government’s aim of generating more of the country’s electricity from renewable 
sources isn’t as easy as it sounds. 
 
 
KOREAN WAR (11.19 – 14.15) 
 
In this story, we join BTN’s guest reporter on a recent visit to South Korea. 
 
 
SPORTS SUPPLEMENTS (14.46 – 18.17) 
 
According to a recent study, more young people are using sports supplements. 
 
 
METALWORK KID (19.52 – 24.02) 
 
In this report we meet Flynn, a high school student whose health condition led him to a passion for sculpture. 
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NEW SENATE (2.45 – 6.28) 
 
Several new senators in Australia’s federal upper house now hold the balance of power which means getting 
bills through parliament has become more difficult for the government. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What is a bill? 

 Why does Australia have 2 houses in the federal parliament? 

 What are the ‘major’ parties in Australia’s parliament? What are some of the ‘minor’ ones? 

 What does it mean to say the minor party members of parliament “hold the balance of power”? Why 

is this a good position to be in for those politicians? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Before watching the report, circle what you think is the correct answer 

 

1. New federal bills …  

a. must be approved by the Senate.          b. can be approved by the Senate or lower house.        

2. One of the senators in Clive Palmer's minority party used to be a professional …  

a. tennis player.                  b. rugby League player. 

3. Another used to be a … a. welder.                    b. soldier. 

4. A third senator, Dio Wang, has …  

a. no experience in politics.                       b. extensive experience in politics.         

5. Senator David Leyonhjelm used to be a vet and is most interested in …  

a. city issues.                     b. rural issues.  

 

 With the support of minority party members, the government recently passed a law to remove the tax 

on ……………………………………… 
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AUSTRALIAN ENERGY (6.53 – 10.48) 
 
This report looks at why the government’s aim of 
generating more of the country’s electricity from renewable 
sources isn’t as easy as it sounds. 
 
Focus Questions 
 

 What is a ‘renewable source’ of energy? Why do 

governments have renewable energy targets? 

 Electricity can be generated from which other 

sources? 

 Where does Australia get most of its electricity from? 

 

 What are some problems associated with using coal to produce electricity? 

 Why is generating more electricity from renewable sources not so simple? What are some 

disadvantages of producing electricity from renewable sources? 

 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. What proportion of Australia’s electricity comes from coal? ……………………………………… 

2. All the coal mined in Australia is used to generate electricity. T  /  F 

3. What is the Australian government’s renewable energy target?   ……………… % by 2020 

4. Achieving that target appears … a. almost certain.                b. doubtful. 

5. Which costs more?  a. coal                        b. renewable energy 

 

 

 
KOREAN WAR (11.19 – 14.15) 
 
In this story, we join BTN’s guest reporter on a recent visit to South 
Korea. 
 
Focus Questions 
 

 What do you know about Korea? What do you know about 

the war that took place there? What was the war about? 

Who was involved? 

 What is a demilitarized zone? 

 
Watch the report and answer the questions 
 

1. When was the Korean War? More than …………………… 

2. How many Australians died in the war? ……………………… 

 

3. Australia fought on which side? a. North Korea                       b. South Korea 

4. What does Amy say was one of the most amazing parts of the trip?  

a. Going shopping           b. Eating out           c. Visiting the border between the two Koreas 

5. Why do people put a lot of prayer ribbons at the border? To ask for ……………………………………… 
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SPORTS SUPPLEMENTS (14.46 – 18.17) 
 
According to a recent study, more young people are using sports supplements. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What are sports supplements? What are they designed to do?  

 Why do you think more young people are using sports supplements? 

 Why might nutritionists be concerned about an increase in the number young people using sports 

supplements? 

 What is a ‘balanced diet’? What are the 5 food groups?  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. What does Angus want to be? A ……………………………………… 

2. What does he do to help him achieve his goal?  

He works hard and eats a ……………………………………… 

3. According to the recent study, what proportion of kids who play elite sport say they take sports 

supplements? ……………………………………… 

4. Besides aiding performance, why do some people use sports supplements?  

To try to improve how ……………………………………… 

5. Most experts think sports supplements are … a. okay for kids.             b. should be avoided. 

6. What does Karina, a sports dietician, think about sports supplements for someone who has a proper 

diet?  A. They can still be beneficial             B. They offer no advantages 

7. Which meal does she say is very important for children to become strong and perform well? 

……………………………………… 
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METALWORK KID (19.52 – 24.02) 
 
In this report we meet Flynn, a high school student whose health condition led him to a passion for sculpture. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 What is ‘primary pulmonary hypertension’? 

 Where do you think Flynn gets the materials for his metal sculptures? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch the report and answer the questions 

 

1. What is something Flynn can’t do because of his serious health condition? ……………………………… 

2. His health condition affects his ……………………………………… 

3. What does he make his sculpture from? Old ……………………………………… 

4. Once he has his parts, he plans the sculpture … a. in his head.           b. on paper. 

5. His first sculpture was of a ……………………………………… 

6. What does he do with his finished works? a. Keeps them          b. Sells them     

7. What is an art group doing to help him?  

Providing funding to buy ……………………………………… 
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Answers 

 
NEW SENATE (2.45 – 6.28) 
 

1. must be approved by the senate        

2. rugby League player 

3. soldier 

4. no experience in politics 

5. rural issues                        

 carbon 

 

 
AUSTRALIAN ENERGY (6.53 – 10.48) 
 

1. Around 80 per cent 

2. F – half goes overseas 

3. 20 per cent 

4. doubtful 

5. renewable energy 

 

 
KOREAN WAR (11.19 – 14.15) 
 

1. 60 years ago 

2. 340 

3. South Korea 

4. Visiting the border between the two Koreas 

5. peace 

 
 

SPORTS SUPPLEMENTS (14.46 – 18.17) 
 

1. footballer 

2. balanced diet 

3. a third 

4. they look 

5. should be avoided  

6. They offer no advantages 

7. breakfast 

 

 
METALWORK KID (19.52 – 24.02) 
 

1. sport 

2. heart (and lungs) 

3. old car (and motorbike) parts 

4. in his head       

5. fisherman 

6. Sells them     

7. new equipment 
 

 

 

 

 


