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AUSTRALIAN ENERGY (6.53 – 10.48) 
 
This report looks at why the government’s aim of generating more of the country’s electricity from renewable 
sources isn’t as easy as it sounds. 
 
Focus Questions 
 

 What is a ‘renewable source’ of energy? Why do governments have renewable energy targets? 

 Electricity can be generated from which other sources? 

 Where does Australia get most of its electricity from? 

 What are some problems associated with using coal to produce electricity? 

 Why is generating more electricity from renewable sources not so simple? What are some 

disadvantages of producing electricity from renewable sources? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Listening A  
 
First watch the report and answer the questions below 
 
 
 
 What proportion of Australia’s electricity comes from coal? ……………………………………… 

 

 What is the Australian government’s renewable energy target?   ……………… % by 2020 
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Listening B 
 
Before watching the report again, try to answer the questions 

 

1. In Australia, coal is only mined in the Northern Territory. T  /  F 

 

2. All the coal mined in Australia is used to generate electricity. T  /  F 

 

3. Achieving that target appears … a. almost certain.                b. doubtful. 

 

4. Which costs more?  a. coal                        b. renewable energy 

 

5. Which statement is correct? 

A. Australia’s renewable energy target is being reviewed and could change. 

B. Australia’s renewable energy target is fixed and cannot be changed. 
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Vocabulary A 
 
Match the words in Table 2 with the closest definition or synonym from Table 1 
  
 
 

Table 1 

another possibility, something that 
can be chosen instead of something 
else 

 

continue with, persist with  

effect  

evaluate, examine carefully, assess  

expensive  

obligated to do something, devoted  

produce, create  

reserve, amount of something 
available to be used 

 

something that causes problems, 
disadvantage 

 

something that provides what is 
wanted or needed 

 

the air that surrounds the Earth  

totally, completely, to the full extent  
 

Table 2 

A generate (v) 

B drawback (n) 

C atmosphere (n) 

D supply (n) 

E committed (adj) 

F source (n) 

G impact (n) 

H pricey (adj) 

I stick with (v) 

J review (v) 

K entirely (adv) 

L alternative (n) 
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Vocabulary B 
  
Use words from the table to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

 

generate supply impact review 

drawback committed pricey entirely 

atmosphere source stick with alternative 
 
 

1. Apple computers are very well designed. But they are quite ……………………………………… 

compared to the alternatives which can perform similar functions. 

2. Business representatives argued the government’s new trial carbon reduction scheme was having 

little impact on the level of CO2 emissions and was driving up the price the electricity. But experts 

said the government should ……………………………………… the scheme as it was too early to 

expect significant results. 

3. France relies on nuclear power plants to ………………………………………around 70% of its 

electricity. 

4. Gold is so expensive because ………………………………………are very limited. It’s estimated that the 

total amount of gold in the world that has been mined would only fill 2 Olympic sized swimming pools. 

5. Many people are yet to be ………………………………………convinced that global warming is caused 

by human behaviour but believe carbon emissions should still be reduced to prevent irreversible 

consequences. 

6. Many people believe the biggest ………………………………………of nuclear power is safety, 

particularly after the recent nuclear disaster in Japan.  

7. The 2009 GFC had a big ………………………………………on financial markets all around the world. 

8. The business generated its revenue from a wide variety of ……………………………………… including 

mining, retail and property. 

9. The CEO of the company said its mining operations were being ………………………………………after 

it was accused of causing enormous environmental damage to the nearby river system. 

10. The company said it was ………………………………………to reducing the impact of its mining 

operations on the environment. 

11. The Earth’s atmosphere is made up of 78% nitrogen and 21% oxygen. 
12. There are ……………………………………… to generating electricity from fossil fuels. But they tend to 

be a lot more expensive.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Text  2014 In The News               FEATURE STORY ACTIVITIES 22 July 2014                      Page 5 / 5 
 
Answers 
 

 Around 80 per cent 

 20 per cent 

 

 

 

1. F 

2. F – half goes overseas 

3. doubtful 

4. renewable energy 

5. A 
 

Table 1 

another possibility, something that can be chosen instead of something 
else 

alternative 

continue with, persist with stick with 

effect impact 

evaluate, examine carefully, assess review 

expensive pricey 

obligated to do something, devoted committed 

produce, create generate 

reserve, amount of something available to be used supply 

something that causes problems, disadvantage drawback 

something that provides what is wanted or needed source (supply) 

the air that surrounds the Earth atmosphere 

totally, completely, to the full extent entirely 

 

1. Apple computers are very well designed. But they are quite pricey compared to the alternatives 

which can perform similar functions. 

2. Business representatives argued the government’s new trial carbon reduction scheme was having 

little impact on the level of CO2 emissions and was driving up the price the electricity. But experts 

said the government should stick with the scheme as it was too early to expect significant results. 

3. France relies on nuclear power plants to generate around 70% of its electricity. 

4. Gold is so expensive because supplies are very limited. It’s estimated that the total amount of gold 

in the world that has been mined would only fill 2 Olympic sized swimming pools. 

5. Many people are yet to be entirely convinced that global warming is caused by human behaviour but 

believe carbon emissions should still be reduced to prevent irreversible consequences. 

6. Many people believe the biggest drawback of nuclear power is safety, particularly after the recent 

nuclear disaster in Japan.  

7. The 2009 GFC had a big impact on financial markets all around the world. 

8. The business generated its revenue from a wide variety of sources including mining, retail and 

property. 

9. The CEO of the company said its mining operations were being reviewed after it was accused of 

causing enormous environmental damage to the nearby river system. 

10. The company said it was committed to reducing the impact of its mining operations on the 

environment. 

11. The Earth’s atmosphere is made up of 78% nitrogen and 21% oxygen. 
12. There are alternatives to generating electricity from fossil fuels. But they tend to be a lot more 

expensive.  
  

 


