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IRAQ INVASION (0.33 – 4.30) 
 
A group called ISIS has seized control over large parts of Iraq recently which has led to calls for foreign troops 
to re-enter the country and restore order. 
 
Focus Questions 

 

 Where is Iraq? What do you know about the country? 

 When did the US and other countries invade Iraq? Which other countries were involved? Why did 

they invade? 

 What is happening in Iraq now? 

 Should the US and other countries be sending troops back into Iraq? What are the arguments for 

and against? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Listening A  
 

 

Before watching the report, note down information which you think refers to the following points about 

Iraq and the war there 

 
 2003 – Year the US and its allies … 

 Saddam Hussein -  

 8 years –  

 2 trillion dollars –  

 More than 4 thousand soldiers –  

 2011 –  

 ISIS –  
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Listening B 
 
Check your responses and answer the following question 

 

o  Iraq's president doesn’t want any help from the US.  T  /  F 
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Vocabulary A 
 
Match the words in Table 2 with the closest definition or synonym from Table 1 
  
 
 
 

Table 1 

advantage or benefit  

announce, state in an official or 
public way 

 

attack, enter a place in order to take 
control by military force 

 

escape, run away from danger  

fight against, disagree with or 
disapprove of 

 

in a state of disagreement  

obligation, something you are 
required or expected to do 

 

return, to put something lost back 
into existence 

 

supply, give, make available  

task or job someone has been given  

to reach a goal, accomplish  

very old, belonging to a time that 
was long ago in the past 

 

 

Table 2 

A ancient (adj) 

B invade (v) 

C restore (v) 

D mission (n) 

E declare (v) 

F oppose (v) 

G flee (v) 

H divided (adj) 

I responsibility (n) 

J achieve (v) 

K provide (v) 

L upside (n) 
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Vocabulary B 
  
Use words from the table to complete the sentences – you may have to change the form of the word 

 

ancient mission flee achieve 

invade declare divided provide 

restore oppose responsibility upside 
 
 
 
 

1. A poll showed the public were divided on the question of who should pay for healthcare. Around 50% 

of people said it was the government’s …………………………………… while the other half believed it 

should be user pays.  

2. After rebels surrounded the town and began firing at buildings, hundreds of people 

……………………………………into the forest.  

3. Although the opposition leader believed the new national broadband network plan was too expensive 

and should be scrapped, he acknowledged the ……………………………………, such as the faster 

connection speeds. But he said similar speeds could be achieved using cheaper options. 

4. Many people now question just what the U.S. and its allies ……………………………………in Iraq, 

especially given how many lives were lost and the situation now. 

5. Many people ……………………………………the decision by the U.S. and its allies to invade Iraq in 

2003. They argued the mission would ultimately fail and result in too many deaths. 

6. Police were called after violent protests in the city centre. It took several hours to 

…………………………………… peace to the streets. 

7. Rome has a lot of ……………………………………ruins such as the Coliseum. The Italian government 

spends millions of dollars a year restoring them. 

8. The country’s new president said it was her ……………………………………to remove all corrupt 

government officials from power. 

9. The prime minister declared it was her mission to introduce a carbon tax. But the public was 

……………………………………on the issue. 

10. The U.S. Defense Secretary officially ……………………………………at the end of 2011 that the war in 

Iraq was over. 

11. The United States is the largest contributor of military aid to foreign countries in the 

world…………………………………… some kind of assistance to over 150 countries each year. 

12. WW2 began after Germany had ……………………………………a number of neighbouring countries 

including Poland. 
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Answers 
 
(Suggested responses) 
 
 2003 – Year the US and its allies invaded Iraq 
 Saddam Hussein - Iraq’s ruler 
 8 years – How long foreign troops stayed 
 2 trillion dollars – Cost of the war 
 More than 4 thousand soldiers – How many soldiers died 
 2011 – The year foreign troops left Iraq 
 ISIS – Group of Islamist extremists who have taken over the north of Iraq (Islamic State in Iraq 

and Syria) 
 
F 
 
 
 

Table 1 
advantage or benefit upside 
announce, state in an official or public way declare 
attack, enter a place in order to take control by military force invade 
escape, run away from danger flee 
fight against, disagree with or disapprove of oppose 
in a state of disagreement divided 
obligation, something you are required or expected to do responsibility 
return, to put something lost back into existence restore 
supply, give, make available provide 
task or job someone has been given mission 
to reach a goal, accomplish achieve 
very old, belonging to a time that was long ago in the past ancient 
 
 
1. A poll showed the public were divided on the question of who should pay for healthcare. Around 50% 

of people said it was the government’s responsibility while the other half believed it should be user 
pays.  

2. After rebels surrounded the town and began firing at buildings, hundreds of people fled into the 
forest.  

3. Although the opposition leader believed the new national broadband network was too expensive and 
should be scrapped, he acknowledged the upsides, such as the faster connection speeds. 

4. Many people now question just what the U.S. and its allies achieved in Iraq, especially given how 
many lives were lost and the situation now. 

5. Many people opposed the decision by the U.S. and its allies to invade Iraq in 2003. They argued the 
mission would ultimately fail and result in too many deaths. 

6. Police were called after violent protests in the city centre. It took several hours to restore peace to 
the streets. 

7. Rome has a lot of ancient ruins such as the Coliseum. The Italian government spends millions of 
dollars a year restoring them. 

8. The country’s new president said it was her mission to remove all corrupt government officials from 
power. 

9. The prime minister declared it was her mission to introduce a carbon tax. But the public was divided 
on the issue. 

10. The U.S. Defense Secretary officially declared at the end of 2011 that the war in Iraq was over. 
11. The United States is the largest contributor of military aid to foreign countries in the world, providing 

some kind of assistance to over 150 countries each year. 
12. WW2 began after Germany had invaded a number of neighbouring countries including Poland. 
 


